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Universal Puitioosk
OFf Rabindres Nath
Tagere's
“@ETANJAEE?”

Dr. JAL RAM JHA
Lacturer in English
\

A highly talented man of

the Century, 1agore is both ora-
tor and Connoisseuls who out-
shined the literaty universe py virt-
ue of his writings and hallowed his
own mother soilvemph-t’tsising his

unflinching faith in god and

goodness, |
in ¢ Gitanjali” 18 the voice of
the only loncly adventurer, and

e all the

pieneer, mystic ‘and abev

preacher of our age-
In fact, «Gitanjali” is but

one face

ts of Tagores poems,
¢ wondeful- The

«Gitanjali” is

s ritual odyssey of a poet

o Vvoices through ths world’s

itheut, through stor-

ms and stress, to win his vision;
to discover himself. Those voice;
are a testament of a poet who fac-
es the rocks of life in early you-

'th, who peeps into another world

of the spirit and atlast who is
torn with conflict with Ideal ard
Real. '

~ Furthermore, the images of
«Gitapjali®” “ reveel the inner nat-
ture of the world and expess the
deepest wisdom in a language wh-
ich his reason does not underst-
and.” The witchery of music br-
; them -and exalets th-
efn in another world, the myste-
rious woid of sprit boin of the
miraculous wedding of the two
Consequently, this -bears testimo-:
ney to in elemeatal truth about
_.poet'ry, hat there is a soul magic
in simplicity and miracle inuttera-

eathes inot

flccs. The diction and image spr-
ing straight from the soul and
like softly glowing flames they
l'ight up the hidden life and fhé
ipner reality, Therefore, the poe-
try of Tagore is drunk with the
visionary power and the image
pecames the magic incantations
t‘hat reveal with a flash the inv-
isible world of the sprit.

More clearly, four worlds
open before us as we appreach

1



the images ef the poetry (i) God
and the human soul (if) God and
nature (iii) Natute and the soul (iv)
The soul and humagsity. The {our
worlds always run over into one
another, and are essentially insepe-
rable since God waits eternally
for the love of man for the em-
otional thought never skelton, but
the finest breathe of mystical poe-
try blows through the best and
wings flight touch dizzy heights.
A spiritual light radiates the tho-
ught and makes poetry that is upni-
que of its kind. Amid tears and
Reart aches a sou!, seeks his grace
accepts his wing and the veice
plangs into the rushing streamg
of life and humanity

Inevitably, Tagore’s humap-
ism is voiced forcefully in “Gitan-
jali ”'and we note that Imaginati-
oa rolls back to the aj! unitying spi-
rit of our natien, siice ancient tim-
€58 races melted into—

“The vast shore of M
Eternal that is Indis.»

1 the

In fact, the vision Sweeps down
upon the sordid present and dwel-
Is upon the reaplts

o humanity
in the name of caste

and creed

e ]

to the humble and
are devoid of tha

lewly, who
sacied rights
of man., The paired vision TOU-

sed the poet-prophet ; the nation
must expiats the crime.

God s, to come back to the
divine, with

(4

The poor and the lowly and .

the lost »,

Tagore's immediate humanism
asserls himself againgg a1 religio-
us orthodoxy ;

and si-
telling of bead;
e where the iilling ha-
rd ground, Where the 1 th-breaker
is breaking stoney” ‘

“Leave thjs chanting
nging and
He is th

And aeaip

; the poet would
like to fj

Ing asids the orthodox
Conception of Mukti op deliver-
Dcliwrence
delivernce ? Cur

has joyfy]
bond of

? Where is

Mmaster himself

ly taken upon him and
Cication »

sober fact.

are see i
g ecks ereno irougt
k dela\fc:,'.u.«-c through

cliverence thr-

age old proctice of

Tehunciatipy which
8sCape from

SEHSQS. TO

implies the
the world of the

Tagore a5 to Keats

that world has=

“If

‘¢ morp; .
btk i, a e Veen' 4 Lilonce
roke ing

10ugh, the pervasive

note iS lhe
2 Nt,s deSire o rea_l'_'_’
=gy 10 7ed

H. C.u. G.

well as
a here
4 the

ise God through joy as
pain-Nature is the vss-t aren
across which the Divine at 3
human eternally seck each ot ui
In the aching yearnings'sf th; Sjm
joy is touched with pait and p2

i oy as
ic transmuted into JOY o
demolishes the bar

-mystical

intution

2

‘o ~d’s love

A recurrent thought 15 ens s
oy ever streams Na )

and joy ntice the soul:

e
rapturous forms to :
ihe mystery ¢ -

united with Him.
e unl

of Tegore cat-
rzali-

that
to realise
revelution is t0 D

Here) the'\posiry -ofund
ches the spark of P

sation borp ©
as it invokes

¢ nersonal suffering
i ) £
the mystical 1m2
. i fipite love for
He reveals bis infipite ld. i
res. l
7 d euriches the d1g .
ok ¢ through su. :
unless purifi-
does not

maﬂ . e
ATl
of the human splr,
ering for the sou!y
Ib r
i in the fire of sorrow,
(- S |
burn into fiames.h el
withou
A ivotal
Life and Death are thfe po e
1ige a o
: i o form™o
14l the ; ath
symbols WA
The S}"ﬂ]bO o
i 1tlon of life. Nature
arnd

1g that

is 101C love aﬂd _]Oy;

it
+nds naked be
human soul gtands 0
u »
the

er. It is
A 5 and ‘.,Vi.)ﬁd-f

o it with JOY -
e of poetry to tral
its

I l-.
soul pulsates wify
a

the advantags
these €
to open U

smute p strange WO~

witchearys
ViagaZille

=
-

College

71d of the spirit that rises tier aft-
er tier. A soverigen note that recurs
again and again in hxs- poems
with endless variations 1s raptu-
rous oneness. Nature i.n. these
works is a spirit spread out like the
sea, living with life a:'xd mystekrly
the ope tireless longing of the
poet is to lay bare the soul a.nd
receives her gifts; the one aci-nmg
desire is to plung headlong inie
it and dive deep for the endless
treasure hidden in its bossoria.
“In one salution To Thee
My God”, The metaphysical out-
look is one familiar tc the Ro-
mantics and the idealists of the

west, Nature is the embodiment
bl

of man’s own spirit, .
the philosophy takes en and this
lies a distinction when com.pared
Romaritics -~ a

In Tagore

with the western
yivid a concrete mystial mark that
bears out the intensity of diVisi()T-l.
The ocessional affirmation of fﬁll.-
th, of deep mystical intution, 1s
a distinctive charcateristics of a
poet whose vision spontancously
brushes aside the dissective an'd
the intellect, to assert with glowi-
ng connection and biblical sim'p-
licity, his final faith and r'ealls-
ation. In fact, his poems stand as a

monument of spiritual achicvement

(&)



of a sgerenity conquered of a fai-
th wrestled for and won in the
struggle for selfhoed through sto-
roms and stresses of life.

Thus “Gitanjali’> is an En-
glish reincarpation in its eternity
of Gurudev, who lives largely
today and essentilly as a glorious
poeti of Bengal clebrating into
life through its language. Morec-
ver, the work of Tegore as a
whole highlights onz of his major
phlilosophysical preoccupations ard
critical concerns the emergence of
the Universal Man. When Tegore
spe.eaks in Eunlish we hear the
voice of a different man-— Man
who speaks of Universal

thems

which transeends the bonds of

no i
w and here. It is the Universal
- ! ; !

n speaking in Universal lang-

nage i
ge to a Universal audience in

a ve ibe
ry deliberate manner as well

e :
1s the voice of Gurudev, the

I’akstem visionary and Mystic sp-
eaki
0g to the world enlighten it

treat i

= ,1se devotional singing, Gitan-
ali” i illi )

Jalt™ 1s a brillient aspect of surr-

cudering itself before God

Thi

i is ?oem has a glipse of

o [e;, 'thlS Implise the theory

i unciation souls ufter death.
“Pare to the Gita “ Ae 4 man

casing off ‘

VOrn-out og
i ut garments ta-

)

|
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Literatusre Boflects

The Spirit OF
The Age

Sri Ananta QOjha,

Ex. student.

Literature is & social Pro-

dust and reflects the life of the
era out of which it springs: The
greatest literary masterpieces are
true to time and space- Although
it is said that all great literat-
ure is of .all ages and of all pla-
aspect of it

ces, yet there is an
which s well 10 understand, :
the universality of literature is
through the particular
pochs and ages of hu-

Literature js the
WhOlG: but

for

expressed
moulds of €
man history:

.cular ages @
Hence 1t

; of mankind.
such

to distinguishh
Elizabcthan, the Res-
the Vict-

And $ince literature
i of

life, it must ceflect the S iri 5

particular cet of ideas through

which life is seen and lived. He-
nce we find the spirit of adven-
ture in the brave new world of
Renaissance reflected in the wri-
tings of Spenser, Marlowe and
Shakespeare ; the protest against
extremism in the works of Mil-
ton, the spirit of mederation in
Dryden; the spirit of urban life in
pope and Johnsomn; the spirit of
romantic rebellion 1n Wordsworth;
Byron and Shelley: and the spirit
of doubt and distrust in the wo-
rks of Tennyson and Arnold. In
our own age, We find the spirit
of disillusionment, disintegration
and dissatisfaction reflected in the
writings of many a writers.

In literature takes its col-
our and tone from the life of the
age 1n which it is produced, it
also inspires the ideals of its soc-
iety. Shelley called the
“unacknowledgad legisiators of ma-

nkind. ” Stalin once called wri-

poets

ters “the engineers of human sou-
ls” Maxim Gorky
and cultural progress develops
pormally onrly when the hands
teach the head, after which the
head, now grown more wise, tea-
ches the hands, and the wise ha-
pds, ence again, this time

said, “Social

even




mors effectually, promote the gro-
wth of the mind ” And so the
process gdes on. Literature refle-
cts the spirt of the age and in
turn shapss and moulds it acco-
rding to its new ideals. Thus we
see that the writings of Rousse-
au kindled the flame of the Fr-
ench Revolution which in its turn
stirred the minds of the poets with
the ideals of Equality, Liberty
and Fraternity. This is true of all

the ages in the history of liter-
ature,

The spirit of the age, how-
ever, has a, bearing on the for-
ms and genres of literature. A
particular literary form is tied
to a particular culture, For in-
stance, the rise of the urbap co-
llectives called the city-states in
Gresce may have contributed to
the development of ths choral
ode and the drama, The rice of
urban life in the Spanish towns
may have produced the picare-
sque noval. But then the pressu-
re of the spirit of the age
not account
work of art,

does
particular
There are many
picaresque novels but there is only
ore Don Quixote ; how does the
spirit of the age create a cervantes ?

for a

There are many Elizabethan play-

wrights inspired by the same ide-
as as Shakespeare but there is
only one Shakespeare,

Literature is also an insti-

tution and as such jt grows and
evolves in conformity with other °
social institutions, Ag an institution

it is subjected to the pressure of
the spirit of the age and gives
€Xpression to jts conventions,
nderds, usages,
and my

sta-
narms, symbols

ths, It alse obeys the pr-

ssure of socig] organisation whi-

ch includes technology, class struc-

ture, economic ang politial foun-

dation of life, Literature nspire-

ed by the Marxian
fine €Xample of this
even thep

ideals is a
type. But
there is a great truth

ng that “the spirit of
annot

in the sayj

the age ¢ determine the

€Xact natyre of the reactions of

the creatiye writer » And more-

over, even Marx had to confess
that certaip Periods of highest de-

Literatype as
S an institution
Spirit of tp, age

a form and
does reflect the
Ne doubt, as

a soci

Conto ial documep it mirrors the

5 ®Mporary $0cia)] reality; but
We accept that the

6

interpreta-
H. C. Dc G'

/

tion of life which literature ?f'f-
ers is the product of the spirit
of the age, we are led to assu-
me that ths order imposed upon
life by a Keats ora Shelley could
' imposed by anybody
it was just an accident
y wrote

have been

else; and

Shelle
: ats and Dot
that Ke » Here in comes

e writer’s indi-
Grecian
t has

the question of th
viduality. The ode on 213)
ersal becausc !

Keats and not by
It

Urn is univ

been written bY 76 50
an abstract spirit of the

means fighting il

«Living ial

ing on fir
Writing means putting

ccca]amity ha

»
in to steel.

s tempered and har

could have bzen written by any
one of the contemporaries of Kef
ats, but it was not.
In short, good :
knows no nationalities. It Is ocC-
upiéd chiefly with elementary Pa—
ssion and emotions—love, hate, joy
and sorrow, fear and faith which
are essential part of our human
nature. Literature is the human-
ization of the whole world, This
spirit is well captued by Shak.es-
peare in his dramas whome neith-

literature

er custom nor age can stale.

hin you the ghosts of dark powers.

your inmost self, *

—JIbsen

dened me, and turned my mind

—Ho-Chi-Min

College Magazine



CONFLICT IN

HAMLET

SUDHIR KUMAR DAS
Lecturer in English

Conflict, both internal and
external in the crux of tragedy.
While the hero of the Greek tra-
gedy is in perpetual struggle with
an inexorable destiny, in Shakes-
pearean tragedy the menifestation
of the inner spirit is more evid-
ent. Conflict, in Shakespearean
tragedy should uot be conceived
gs something of a mere clash be-
tvEreen the hero, leading a group
with another, or of passions, ten-
dencies, ideas, principles, forces
which animate these persons or
groups. It can be said that two
such passions or ideas regarded as
animating two persons or groups are
the combatants, The love of Romeo
and Juliet is in conflict with the hat-
ted of their houses, represented
by various ether characters. The
cause of Brutos and Casius stru-

the representative of Duncan, I#
all these cases mjority of dram-
atis personce fall without diffic-
ulty into an ‘antagonistic group
and the conflict between these
groups emds with the defeat cf
the hero. But one finds conside-
1able difficulty in drawin

- g a cle-
ar line between these 2

b ntagonis-
5 xE
groups. No doubt most of the

characters in Hamlet, King Lear;

Othello, or Antony and Cleopetra

can be arranged in Opposed grc-

u
Ps and doubt there is a conflict

and i i
i it .seems misleading to deso-
¢ this confljct as one between

these
8Ioups. However, one wou-

Id fi :
find Cousiderghle difficulty in

placin i
e & some imporigpt characters
ese plays ip 4

n X
for certains, Yy one group

Edgar s clearly not in

the same side ag Edmund

. and

4 aWk\?,Ia_ e
him on Glon rd to range

Gloucester Wi ;esm’s e
IShes him ¢ i

to dea S

th, Ophelia i i 15ve “swith

Hamlet, pyy

ggle v;:tl;that of Julius, Octavio- nst the Kip MIels side and agai-
luhse allld nt:my. In ‘Richard I of thej pa”g and  Poloniys and
n i I

i bg stands .on one side, Desdemong Y against Hamlet 9

olingbrobe and his party on the it sound Worships, Othello yet
other, Im ° : Hugd ,

n Macbsnh the hero ello is in ¢ d to say that Oth-

and the heroine arc¢ opposed to Person wh ¢ same side with a

w

8

Om h .
© Insults, strikes
—-—.-__—-——-"-‘

H.C Db. G.

and murders. Tt can’t be simply
this for though Hamlet and the

King are mortally foes, yet that

which engrosses Our interest and

dweells in our memory at least

as much as the conflict between

them, is conflict within one of

And so it 18 though not
egree, with Antony
and even with
ain

them.
in the same d

and Cleopetra

Othello and in fact 1in aq cert

measire it is SO with mearly all

tragedies.
There 18 outward confl-

ict of persons and groups, thexi'e
conflict of forces 1N
ul, and ever i “Ju-
lius Caeser” and eMacbeth” the
‘nterest of the former can hard-
ly be said to exceed that of la-
ter. In Shakespeareanil tragedy, the
hero does Oppose a hostile force

is also
the hero’s SO

soul.
though he
is at least,
metimes at anys
inward struggle-
no exception.
es of Shakes

gEdl ”
hello”s «spMacbeth”s . -
are pragnant with an intense 11°

ward struggle.
To conceptual
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at some and SO°
is torn by an
And «Hamlet”
The later tra
peare like “Ot-
«Hamlet” etc.

se,

is

This will mean
act in the human spirit good or
evil, whatever personal passion
or impersonal principles, doubts,

ze the WF° __—
9

ard and outward struggle we m-

ust use the term ‘spiritual force?.

whatever force

- desires, scruples, ideas whatever

can animate, shake, possess and

drive a man’s soul. In a Shak-

- espearean tragedy some such fo-

rces are shown in conflict. Th-
ey are shown acting in man and
generating strife between them.
They are also shown less unive-
rsally but quite as characteristic-
ally generating disturbance and
even conflict in the soul of the
hero. Theacherous ambition in
Macbeth collides with loyalty and
patriotism in Macduff and Mal-
colm, here is the outward stru-
ggle. But these powers and pri-
nciples equally collid in the so-
ul of Macbeth himself, and he-
re lies the inner conflict. In
‘King Lear’ there are two clear-
ly marked groups or characters
ranging themselves respectively
under the banner of good and
evil and the clash of these two
groups introduce a thrilling out-
ward confliut, but the inner st-
ruggle again to be discovered in

the mind of Lear alone. Similarly




Othello is torn in conflict betw-
een his love and his
But Shakespeare never
has presented two aktstract prin-

ciples or passions conflicting or
incorporated

sense of
honour.

them in persons.
The motion of tragedy as a co-
nflict emphasises the fact that
the action is the centre of story.
While the cccentration of inter-
est in greater plays on the inw-
ard struggle emphasises the fact
that this action is essentially the
expression of the character. The
struggle in the horo’s soul whi-
ch somtimes accompanies the ou-
tward struggle is of the highest
importantance for the total effe-
ct of the tragedy.

In ¢ Hamlet » the outward
the
feigning to be insane from disa-

conflict begins with hero’s
ppointment in love and we are
shown his immediate success in
convincing Polonius. If we are to
consider the outward conflict in
“Hamlet ” then this should be
-considered as an advance ‘Ham-

let’s part. The next scene show-
es king’s great uneasiness about
Hemlet’s melancholy and his sce-
pticism as to Polonius’s explan-
ation of its cause, which can be

termed as a counter move on the

king’s part.

stern who have been sent to di-

scover his secret and he arranges

_the play scene. This is again a -

move on Hamlet’s part. But im-

mediately before the play-scene
his soliloquy on sucice fills us
with misgivings, and his words
to Ophelia over-heard So conv-
inces the King, that he hecomes
aware that love is not the cau-
se of his nephew?s strange beha-
viour, that he determines to get rid
of him by sending him to Engl-

- b .
an’. This is g decisive move on
the King’s part The success of the

play scene in confirming the Ki-
o’ 1 2 .
HeS crime s certainly a signifi-

cant victory for Hamlet, Direz-

tly after it he Spares the King

at prayer and ip an interview

_Wlth flis Mmother unwillingly kills
Polonius ang gives his enemy a
parfect CXcuse tg
England

Hamlet ig

send him to

o be executed. Here
being oyt played in
ﬁ atic. dual by Claudi-
us.  Hamlepg 'eturn from Engl-
] IS a defect of kings
‘Minate him from the
S0 he ip -

the diplop

an' unhyrg
plan to g
scene ap |
’ stinggtes Lac-

Irtes acai
sdinst Haﬂ)lC[ over the (e-

ath of

10

P 5
Olonigyg and Ophelij’-/
H. C 3. G.

Hamlet completely
baffles Rosencrantz and Guilden-

—

s and challenges

e king succeeds -

Lacrtes succumb
Hamlet. Here th
in his second attem 3
rival completly. In the dual be-
tween Hamlet and Lacrtes both -
are mortally wounded and the
King wés_ on the Verge of a to;'
tal victory, but there is a reversa

pt to oust his.

‘

moral victory out

hysical defeal. This oscillating
i of the outward confl-

d. without diffic-
two of the carl-

out a

movement

ict can be tracc
ulty in oné OF
jest tragedics.

5]

In “ I‘Iﬂﬁll:’.’t 3

d a most acute 10

discovered in ¢

The inn-

in-

Shakespear®
ner
has presente

struzgle to be
soul of Hamlct
er conflict in “
tens> and profo
mes it p"redomm

0 dl\"
ug m !etely. The

wa d str glﬁ'- Cc P :
r mlet starts affler his

the Ghoster e
avenge his

him, for

he

himsalf.
Hamlev in 80 10
204 “that  some
ates over the out-

lemma of Ha
meeting with
Ghost's command to
father’s death- shocks :
ich he Was neither pfeparef
W}::mally or phy31ca11.y. an}tlos(t)‘s
p is sceptical of the ,
e nd organises the play
i i Ciaudius’s crime
suspicious

bzhaviour converts his dou_bt info
After being confirmed of

wants to

belief.
his father’s murder, he )
take vengéancé. But in .the Pk
discharging the Ghost’s
0 the adopts an indiff-
towards

oCess of

solicitation U
d cool attitude

s onetime beloved and
Polonius,

erent amn
Ophelia his ¢ :
most unwillingly  Kills .
Hamlet recoiﬁng from the rougﬁ
duty revenge is pushed into blood
guiltiness he never dreamed of, for-
ced at last on the rc;venge he.
: il L Aean af GWe
ntion to the hero

could not
continue OUT lat-i_;e the hero
éu.ci those cases where the gross
palpable evil is not in him,
elsewhere. We find that the
paratively innocent hero 's\.ao-
wed some marked irmperfectmn
or defect such as}—irreso‘.ution‘;ﬁpgr-
cipitancj, pride, credulousness’ €X-
cessive simplicity and like. Tl?ess
defects or imperfections certainly

and
but

com

in the wide scnse of the teim-

evil, and they contribute decisively
to the conflict and catastrophe.
itseif everywhere as
wea-

Evil shows
something negative, barrem,
ing, destructive, and princ'?pal
it isolates, disunites,

ken
of death.
and tends te annihilate not only
but also itself,

its opposite ,
; 11



Hamlet struzgles against his
weakness, and the struggle is, in
great measure, the ground work
of his tragedy. But though he
struggles in vian and is the end
brought to disaster, a disaster
largely of his own making and
involving his own house and that
of Polonius. Most of the reasons
he asigns for his procrastination
are evidently not ths true regs-
ons but unconcious excuses, He
is a hypocrite to himself, his far
fetched seruples are often mere
pretexts to cover his want of det-

\

Referrences;—
(1) Alexander, Peter €

=d) William Shakespe
English Lan

ermination, he has no firm belief
in himself or in anything else.
He loses himself in the labyrinths of
thought. The jnaction of Hamlet
is the result of this protracted
inner struggle and a divided soul-

A man irresolute only because he

1s con51dermg 4 proposed action

60 minutely would not feel this

bewilderment, A man might feel

it whoge conscience sccretly con-

demnped what hig explicit consci-

ousness approved, and this in the
crux of Hamlet’s inper struggle,

Are-~The Complete works.

1964, Sdage Book Society, London

(3) Brown, Ivo:—-ShakeSpez\rc :

Comet Books, Long
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WA PPY NEW YEAR

Dr. Jai Ram Jha
Lecturer in English

Have a Happy New yeaw
My Indians, Most dear,

Do always  business here,
Almighty here and  near,
Neyer suspect and carry fears,
Life is not full of "Cears.

O year !, Accept felicitetions,

Never Pr
Weal and
God praying present

ovide us frustration,
woe . life’s gradation,
pracaution,

Fill happiness with introduction,

ife, full of ups-n-downs,

b,
Rt Jeaps-n-bounds.

God bless you by e
Keep good health, spirit sound,

«gtudy and worship” -your ground,
And bad company,
punishment will be toO

if ever found,
kneel down.

'i::reu'h Notiviolence, -Welfare, Honesty,
G d ,would help in all Calamities,
@ f¢]

Do your pest for poor-Prosperity,
Fight for'your life’s Futility,
D s g

This 18 life actual uftility.
Never Fuorget that Actor,
Who is the world creater,
One day ! ‘
Visiting would be like Necter,
Ha;ppy Jew Year, Brother,

- Year, Sister,
1appy New )
Happ i

rve in heatt these pure qualitics,
serv

o go, Universe Ractor,

e S
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THE WORLD SO BEAUTIFUL

Miss Biju Borthakur
T.D.C. 1st year

T.§ ELIOT AS A POET.

Sri Saroj Gohain.

Do we ever think
How wonderful the world this is
Green woods with wild beasts,
Blue rivers and mountains,
Sweet air and fertile land —
The world around us,

So beautiful and so verious

But alas| no where we fing

Joy or love, peace or ceriitude

That were once at the fy.

Ah! let us be true together once a

And make the

.._.O__

14

world a happier dwelling place

Hoc. Da G’

o aft

When the European world
‘appeared deserted just after the

~ close of the devastating world

war 11, a twenty eight year old
young poet embarked upon the
field of English poetry in which
the Georgian poets had then pr-
ominent role. The Georgian Wwe-

re romantic as well ~as escapist,

for which poetry shows little aw- |

arness of the industrial world
full of ugliness, horror idiocy.
It was J. S. Eliot whose poetry
at the time began to establish
an entirely new ground. In the
case of Eliot’s poetry it is, to
some extent, truc that his poet-
ry must have been influenced by

the restricted qualities of ;seven-

teenth century metaphysical p(-)e-
try and French symbolists. P.rlor
to Eliot, Hopkins ( like Ell()t.)
turned away from the romantic

style of poetry- 1t may be cat-

egorically gaid that Eliot’s poet-

er 1918 must have been

. yfluenced, tO some extent, bY
1 )

Hopkin’s collection of poetry pu-
plished in 1918 though Eliot‘had
produced his Portrait of

already Lol

e S
a Lady and the Lov

S

Colieg2¢ Magazine

e ——

J. Alfred Prufrock in 1910. For
the first time we defect a new
tone of voice, an irony and de-
liberation of style in these two
poems of the Georgian period.
The Love song of J. Alfred Pr-
ufrock presents the nervous ten-
sion and suppressed hysteria of
this world of frustrated, cultured,
well-to-do people. Through Pru-
frock Eliot seeks to portray the
emptiness, the sordidness and ug-
liness of modern life. In form
and technique, the poem makes
a complete departure from the
conventional poetry of the nine-
teenth century. The poem beg-
ins :—
I grow old, I grow old ...
I shall wear the bottoms of
my trousers rolled.
The very expression of the poem
seemed to be unpoetic at the
time: The entire poem is of pr-
osaic tone with oddness of im-
agery.

In Eliot's poetry of the
period from 1910-1922, we find the
boredom, the ugliness and the
disolation of the modern mater-

ialistic age. His another poem

15



Gerontion reveals a sense of the
poet against Victorian materialic
sm. It gives the message which
was amplifieb afterwards in . the
Waste Land.

The Waste Land appeared
in 1922, '
pocm of the age. Here Eliot cr-

It is a much discussed
eates a semse of the sordidness

and .vulgarity, the moral and
spiritual cdeclination c{ n ordein life.
The poem turis the whole time
like mirror taking us backwar_ds;
and forwards between the preﬁent
fmd the past : and pﬁcked ciosely.
In to i, among the images, arc
the fragments of culture, art, religicn
and mythology, The values of tw.
thousands years of civilization s-*:en;
to have tfeco'me shipwrecked upon
the shore of the twenticth century
This is the essence of the p\xcm,.
Till 1925, Elio’s poetry
centred round the so-didness, the
sfupidity and ugliness of moderp
c-wi]isation. After 1995 the di/to8
tion Eliot’s poetry changed. [n
Ash Wednesday, published ip 1'93()
Eliot strikes a note of re]isziou;
affirmation., In Ash Wednc;da*-'
Eliot finds hope in the discip]ir;e’
of the christian religion. Eljog ]
so reveals himseif clearly 45 5

christian poet through “Feur Qua-

rtets"f which includes four long
pcems, In these religious poems,
Eliot makes an
for religious truth.

intense cearch
. This  iruth
.f_maiiy leads him te a:new hope
In the christian idea of re-birth.
Each  of these, poems is highly
complex in its thought. and ima-
8¢TY, as such  they need mnuch
explanation for the understanding
of the. common reader, The av-
‘TAge reacers (/fail to graspthe
Idea of FOur‘quartets.v
ern Ein?:s aEche’l typial tof wiade
R Of.th. iot iﬂo.vcs the comp-
S Co.mgs. Eliot’s poetry is
e m[?lex thoughts  and
Pressions, In reading his
POctry a. reader is obliged to fol-

low ;
the order of the ideas or the

parts f L
ir, rel % the significance of the-
€ a“onsh' ) ]
“2enuine ‘P According . to, Eliot
before it QOGtry can communicate

y 1L 13 uﬂde »
far this PIOpositj Istood, *? but how
Sitlon ig ¢ :
. true is ma-

Weer af 4
doubt. He endeavoured

to L
matrej;l:;el WOTdSWCIIh’s theory
Overilow 0};‘ Fadhg SPGnlanecus
by his belief Powerful - emotions’
art ang fhat poetry is an
intellect. BSUItab]e ground for
ths traditicy f€Volting = against

s+ Eliot invented @

; et M YL

“vocabulary and prose-rhythm,

in_poetry.

av-
oidinz everything that is of poetic
His poetry lacks emo-

language.
al element

tion which is the essenti

Eliot is a poet of

Whether ;
pot is a disp-

the first order or
utzd question, Som

him among the poets of the sec-

ond order for the simple reason
| is deliberately pe-

e critics rapk

 may have failed ‘to appeal to the:
- average reader but there by the

critics of his poetry are net

justified to regard him
minor poet. V. 3. Pinto in his
“Crisis in Modern Poetry® makes
propriate rem ark about Eliot

as a

an ap
as a great poet 3 Eliot has given it

4 new intellectutal dignity, new
forms arising out of new sincer-
ity and a new spiritual depth

like Dryden after the Restoration

that his poetry um
&l = ether

nd ~ obscuree 1
TVerse .a (eat or not is determ- and Wordsworth at the end of
a poet IS bg the diction OF Lew  the cighteenth ceuntury ke has also
ined not DY : _ ; : 22317]
intellectual dignity of his poetry given it a mew policy.
1nfelle =} i ]
but by a.new policy. HIis poetry

« When skies 2

: 3
will be, mane’

s Manki]‘ld must p

= 511 B
. i 10 mankmd,

couege Megazine

re hanged and ocea

ut an end to

L i T e

— E. E. Kamings.

Kennedy.

ns drowned, the single secret

war or else war would put an

7



¢ An aspect of Bealism and Socig] Reform

in Charles Dickens Novels :

Literature reflects the spi-
rit of the age out of which it
springs. There are only a few
artists who can escape the infl-
uence of the spirit of the age.
Generally speaking, an artist is
a product Charls
Dickens is eseentially a novelist
of the victorian London — the
London of 1820’s and 1830°s- He
is the representative novelist of
the Victorian age,

of his age.

Instead of
turning his gaze to the Middle
Ages and haunted castless of
Gothic Romance.
ght to derive inspiration from
real life, from London life as
they witnessed it. The Victorian
readers were well satisfied with
Diekens’ pre-occupation with re-
ality rather than
ckens was a

Dickens sou-

romance, Di-
realist in his art
and chose to describe an! port-
ray in his novels the life he
knew and the life that he had
watched and observed ag
porter.,

a re-

Dickens was essentially the
novelist of London life. Tt was

within his range to protray Lon

18

— Sri Ranjan Handique

don streets, lamps, courts and mi- -

i:]dle class life. He was the ch-
ll'd of poor middle class parents,
living mainly in and near Lon-
dm?. And the range of his creative
a‘ctlvity, in the first place, is
limited to the world of his you-
th. All the vital parts of his
work is about it, all his living
cl.laracters are member of it. AS
%us .own life in Border Scotland
Inspires Scott, so lower and mi-
ddle class life ip nineteenth ce-
ntury London inspires Dickens.
To make thing more complex the

Industria] Revolution

in its wake
bro

ugh ignifi
ght about significant chang-

s the fabric of Vi g
1ct
o ctorian

Industri

society.
anges brought by the
al Revo]ution found the

echo in th
€ novels of Dj
ickens.
He knew y

the life
office ang

from painfy] experience
of the workshop, the
the terrible life of the
At eleven years of age
0 work in g factory.
dfrom dawn to dusk

Streets,

he went
He worke
for a few Pennies,

s'ee In it the source
timate kpg -

Thus we can
s of that in-
wledge of the  hearts

of the poor which was to be re-
flected in his novels. The experie-
nces of his childhood form the
basis of his novels, and are
presented with his acute sensibi-
lity imagination to enlist the sy-
mpathy of reader for the suffe-
ring humanity

Dickens was undoubtedly

list of London life, but

the nove
life

his art as a portrayer of London
was not that of a photographer.
God had endowed him with a
rich imagination to whatever he
described about London life. In
the process of presentation pass-
ing through the imagination of
ns they all emerse with a
Even the ordinary
streets of

Dicke
new colour.

and common place
often treated roman-

London are .
tically by Dickens. Often Dick-
ens dealt with the romantic
‘ things. It

of familiar

side _
does not however, mean that

0€! X -
Dickens world 18 I'Omallt‘lc
is his peculiar

ike. Tt
he has been able

1d as solid as it
n. Dickens’

and dream !

triumph th
e a wor
is soaked in imaginatio

don may be different from
. but it 18 just as

1 LOIldOna
a of genuine flesh

&
to ercat

o=

actu

and blood. His world may not
be life-like, but it is alive.

And side by side with this
realism the novels of Dickens
are marked with the spirit of
humanism and social reform. Dic-
kens was sympathetically move
by the suffering of the poor and
miserable factory works, small
children groaning under the wh-
ip of tyrannical teachers, priso-
ners subjected to the hardships
of rigorous prison life, litigants
moving about law-courts without
getting justice ; and he decided
to rouse public conscience to

these social evils, and wise soc-
ial reformers to introduce heal-
thy reforms to purify the cont-
aminated stream of human soci-
ety of his times.

Dickens used fiction as a
plateform for his social appeals
and proved to be that rare type
of reformer that his contempora-
ries did not realise for a while
that he was lecturing them for
their good. But this

reform and humanitarianism was
not somthing new which Dicke-

spirit of

ns had tntroduced in literature.
It had appeared in Defoe, Fiel-
ding, Goldsmith and particularly

real, its streets

College Magwzine
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in the revolutionary novelists
headed by Godwin. But it was
in ‘the hands of Dickélls that
this ‘element of social reform
was co'nsiderably emphasised. He
became the undisputed champion
of humanitarianism for full thir-
ty years. Dickens denounced and
satirised seveal social, poliiical,
economic ' and educational views
of times in his novels, and by
exposing their weakness suggested
reforms for their eradication. His
Hard' ' Times, ptiblished in ‘1854,
is" a satirical "exposure ' of ' the
evilsvof industrialism and the
great “misery that follows in the
wake of rapid industrialisation.
The novelist attacks the misery
of ‘a textile town and brings to
view the wretched ‘conditons of
workers crushed by the'iron heels
of .greedy - capitalists. . Thomas
Gradgrind is a. practical, citizen
of , Coketown, He is _eminently
practical man, who believes in
facts and stastics. and nothing
else. He is a money minded man,
He rtepresses the. -spiritual . side
of ‘his daughter Louisa and ma-
rries her to Josiah Bounderby,
a monufacturer and a rich mer-

chant, thirty years older than

20

his daughter. Louisa leads an
unhappy life and is seduced by
James Harthouse, 2 young politi-
clan, to run away from the unh-
appy condition of her life." The
girl being good natured at heart
brings the matter to’ the notice
of her father. who brings about
4 separation from ey ‘husband
Bounderby, Gradgrind is - fres fr-
om the troupe from* his daug-
hter's side; When he finds that his

Sonyoung Tom has robbed the bank

of his employer,. The .practical
money . lover, Gradgrind does not
€Oy any peace of mind throu-
ghout his life ang leads a life
of restless agony. ' In short the
novel attacks 810ss ““materialism
and uphoids Imaginative and sp-

11‘1'tual values in human life. Si-
milarly, Dickens attacked the ad-

ministration = of the poor law -in
Oliver Twigt :

Bleak L
eak House, the abusesi«of chia-

the law’sg delay in

rity’ schoolg

and brutality of sc-
hool

MRS e a e
1asters in Niccholas  Nick-

leby, the hardships of the prison

life' in Little Dorrit.
Systemi iof. ¢ ’

A Tale of T

the caste
ancient regime in
WO cities, »

Di .
b | ickeng Made the novel
I'PoSive and .
p and, reformative in ¢h-
aracter,

but he himse]f could not

H.C. D, G.

. ctivesric

-

work for social reform. His nov-

el succeeded at a later stage to
in reforms. The. reason for

usher
the unrefle-

the delay 'lay in. .
haracter 'of’ the novelist.

A wise and
of social reforms needed thought.

As Hugh Walker observes:: f)f all
oreat English novelists, Dickens

e s T
Ll ebiiae g

L KnoWledge

erpretation of facts.

» 1 E]
comes out of life.

| a few people all the time, you fool a1.1 PEOs
s You can foo 4 gomttor fool lb. ThS people all the time.

.Ple for ‘a ‘while; but yO

successful handling.-

is the accum
Knowledze

was the least reflectve, H? was
a keen obseaver of life, but .he
reflected comparatively little with
the result that it took many ye-
ars before success could be ach-
ieved 'in the realisation of the

so-ial - refoms 'which he had ad-

vocated in his works.

il Y

ulation of facts, Wisdom is the int-
is called from. text books,  wisdom

—Wallace  Friday

—Old Saying

W
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Rasaraja Lakshminath Bezbaroa
== A Short Biogrophy

‘Lakshminath Bezbaroa was
born in 1363 (as he stated in
his autobiography but reaily in
1864 ) on the
day in a boat on the mighty
Brahmaputra at a plac: called
.Ahatguri. And ne szems to havs
-1f1he1ited' the wery strength ofithis
river. His father ‘was a - Munsiff
and < was ‘then ‘moving und=r ord-
er of transfer from Nowgong to
Brpeta in Kamrup district. La-
?(Shminath enjoyed his childheod
1m  several

Lak<tmipurnir a

important tewms of
Assam. At Barpeta his hzart rey-
erberated with the prayer services
cha‘ntcd by the Vishpavas in tha
famous Kirtanghatr once set up
by the great p.e:-; int Madhava-
dcva in the sixteenth centy V., He
to.:k a childiike pleasure in lojt-
ering about the streets of Tezpur,

said to hive been the city or
the puranic king, Binasura. It
is here that ths future dramaii-

st in Lakshminath anl ex)onent
of Viishnave religion aad literat-

Sri Babulal Saikia
T. D. C. 1st yeari«

ure e . :
taok a very-keen interest: in -

~altending bhaonas, dramatic: per-
formsz ] l
rmances: of the monks {rom the

Vaishn:
. aishnava coliepes i, the Majul-
island on ¢

i Lrahmaputra, The
futucs : '

b storyt :llar imagination
: light whepn ag a child he
istened  with wapt
erandmag tak.es of
x.:s that coylg exch
like humaq beings
and spiritg,

dttention 1o
tigers. and f. -
ange thoughis

and of ghosts

LakShmip !
\ath passed hie -i
shool days at R ke

been the place
the royal

Sibsal&r, which had
of the Buzburos,
Ahom cou:‘th}.‘s:ans of the «Id
stant CO_nmi;Sj $2An extra Assl
zebaroa i ?‘"er*.‘-Diﬂaﬂ_ath Le-
looked ypej, r\:’;nsth S futher, was.
rati : awe and admi-
d:::!; Si/vaﬂ around him. As a

VRN mar; He: wasalso

da
leader of Society

g:d educarioy, He encoura-

schools
ussd 1o

an ;
i $Xpain to children

pa&sd’gcs fr()m
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the Bhigavadgita

e,

H. C; 1), G,J‘

B

L]

‘and the Bhagavata purana Thus
under the able guidance of his
“cwn father and the b.nign infl—
uace of a congenial at_:n-_osphere
Lakshminath was uncensciously pr-
eparing for his future career as
the leadiug literary man of his
in general and as an effect-

age |
Assam Val-

tive cxponent of
chnavism in particular.
Huving passed the ent

securing

rence
examination in 1836 and
Jarship he read
nd Assembly

His college

a Goverpment sche
in the Ripon citv a
colleges in Calcutta.

career was rather indifferent. tle,

hewever graduated in Arts in 18-
90 and was offered the post of
Agsistant Commissioner

an . extra
oo glad to

waich he was eanly t
d-cline. Ap Assamese language im-
pioven.eni 8¢ cicly A_somi;a Bha_sar
Unnati gadhini Subha Was brought
being in Calcutta in August
And the foll: wing year
of an Assames’
'..publis;-hed from
me city: 7When Bezbarca
K ta Calcutta 10 study
the M. A. degree,
cceed in doing any-
ther direction.
in opening

in to
1828.

SAW 1h_‘; bilth.

_journal * Jonaki

g l.xe did not su. :
-1hing tangible 10 €l

two n:w fronts of his lifs’s fizht
during that slack season of ~ Bis
studznt carrer. His frienshiﬁ with
the Tagore family ultimately res-
ulted in his marriage with Praj-
nasundari Devi, daughter of He-
mendrana:h Tagore of that iilus-
trious family, though agaiast all
opposition’ of péople at hcme, Sec-
ondly his acquzintince with Bho-
lanath Baroal, he Assamese nier-
-chant in Calcutta, developed in
“to a close tie and produced in
him a storng business craze, Bez-
baroa entered into timber busi-
ness first in partnership with Bhe-
lanath Baroah, then with Bard and
Cec. and fipally on an indepenc-
ent scale at Sambalpur in Orissa
where hLe till the last days of his
life.

The Jonaki was now long
dead, but it revived like the ph-
oenix in another form *‘the Ba-
nhi” in 1909. This new monthly
journal edited by Bezbaroa, con-
tinued the traditions of the def-
bat-

and

Jonaki,” produced

ches of young
poets to whom he was the lite-
He has been vari-

unct
writers

rary master.
ously called Sahitya-rathi, Sahi-
tya Samrat and Rasaraja. And

However he succeed

Col.ege Magazinis

23



he was literally the pioneer of
Assamese literature specially since

the first publication of the Banhi.
Whenver doubtful points in ma-
tters of .language, literature, cul-
ture: or religion arose, people
him for  proper
directzjv-es.' One of his songs O’

mor aponar des” which was,ori-

looked up to.

ginally written in a lighter vein
was adopted for use as national
anthem in Assam after
air_lment of . India’s

ence in 1947. He was also cle-
cted . president of the_ 3 Seventh
session of the Asom Sahitya. Sa-
bha and was preseated «with an
address of honour by the litera-
Ly .men of the, state in the Sa-
bha’s Sibsagar session _in 1930,
a rare honour. When he passed
away on the bank of the Bra-
‘hmaputra at Dibrugarh in 193g,
the Aassamese people were in all

the att-
independ-

tears to. lose one of the mighti-
est sons of the land of the . Br-
ahmaputra.

Bezbaroa’s contributions to
literature = are

Assamese manif-

old. He was a poet, story teller,

novelist, critic and essayist all rolled

in to one. Bezbaroa gave us on-

ly: one novel; “Padum Kunwari”

24

e e e o

with its back ground of the up-
rising of Kamrup'pedple against
Ahom Sovereignty under the lea-
dership of two

nobles, Harada-

ta and Viradatta, The price of his

historical fiction does not of cou-

T8¢ present a broad canvas and

afford but lig(e scope  for the

nt of the requisite elec-
ments of g novel.,

developme

Of his historica]
the best known

dramas
Jaimoti kunwari,
has been reproduced on t
reen. The other 1y

he, sc-
'0 historical dr-
amas are 'Chakradhaj S

ingha’ and
‘Belimar, Litikg;.

first serious liter-
ary production ip particular is a
superb extravaganz,
humour Proviiinz

uchter.

with  rich
boisterous 1a-
Cne ofthe great qualities
of Bezbaroy’s writiﬁgs is his hum
Under the Psudonym, Kripa-
ar Barbarpga. Bezbaroa ™ 1aid ba-
re the idi‘osyncrasies of
and the Assamege beople as a
Whole," "Endow2d L i
-101L Endoweq with Swiftian
Virilty he providag

our.
b

society

us- with a

hearty laughter. Incisive and

adh ; AL
IIDL 1gent, hig Criticism  is large
learted . : i
dnd neyer bitter. Tt is

pure- ang offten ' ho;

sterous body-
laughter and

Not ‘the outward
ellestual - distur-

is
CXpression of ing
banee Within.

'_‘—‘—-—-—._,_

=R ¢
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! ] visage to on- 4 /
imagination L enh 2 e i literature. Thus Lakshminath
- ere
the; atmosp Bezbaroa became the most ou-
eself 1. b haioas! _ . :
:n the family o B o tstanding personality in modern
4 a = ]
Lakshmmath was born ' Assamese literature.
p in this intensely vaishn- :
ght U
— ()

Lakshminath Bezbaroa is
best known and honoured as an
exponent of the Vaishnava faith
and philosophy of Sankardeva
and of that saint’s great contri-
bution to the culturc of Assam.
He was very well equipped for
this task, He was born to a family
of devout Mahapurushiyas as the
Vaishnavas attached Sankardev-

e callc inanath
a’s school are called Dine

Bezbaroa Dangariya performed the
daily .and occasional Mahapuru-
shiya rites on 4 grand scale and
meticulous care. It was a
: rogramme of religi-
discourses of dr-

stfestivals. Th-

with
continuous P
ous music and
amatic performance - 1
us it would not require much

ava atmosphere and learnt many
things as naturally as learning
to breath. He passed scme of his
Barpeta with

tender years in

its famous Mahapurushiya tem-
ple. And later in Nortn Lakhi-
mpur and other places he had
large opportunities of knowing
at first hand the practices of
monks and witnessing their dra-
matic shows. When he came to
Calcutta for college education
he saw how modern scholarship
the

ancient literature. Tt was infact,

was . applied to study of
a part of the programme decla-
red by Asomiya Bhasar Unnati
Sadhini Sabha formed by Bezba-
roa and others for the resurre-

ction of Assamese language and
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FERD S EDITORIAL
DBESK ¢

We, the student community

js in a deep ferment. Every one
of us is painfully aware of the
growing unemployment, sovial in-
security and gloomy days awai-
ting us. It is not unnatural the-
refore that sometimes OUf grovi-
ng frustration turns in to anger
at the existing system which ca-
nnot provide us with adequate
shelter. It should be the duty of

y one, particularly the teac-
to show us a

- ever
hing community,

sense of direction that will

Jead us to progress, peace and

prospcrity. The area of our act-

should not only be confi-

ivity

ned to class room but be broad-
ened to cover the whole social
fabric.

Every being in the world
has some in born faculties and
knowledge. Students have also
some such faculties. But these

faculties exist in unbloom.ed .cond.i-
tion. Academic qualification 1s
not enough for the full flf)‘wer-
ing of q student’s inborn wisdom
and knowledge. Some external

26

knowledge and activities are also

. essential for the growth of pers-

onality. The college Magazine is
very important vehicle for ‘the
intellectual ~evelopment of our

student community. The stydents
who aspire to be writers in futare§y

may cultivate the art of writing
in their colleze magazine. They
can improve the standar! of th-
eir writing through practice if
they make the best use of the

opportunities the college magazine

_offers to them. But I am disa-

ppointed to find that our stu-

“dent friends are not much inter-

ested to utilize the college mag-
azine for their own benefit,
I do not think that my student
friends do not realise the impo-
rtance of the college magazine.
I think their lack of interest in
writing is most probably due to their
lack of courage and broad study.
Generally in publishing the
English Section of a college ma-
gazine one comes across the lack
of standered articles from students.
They have stopped ‘writing any-
thing in E‘nglish other than the
answers in examination. Thls tre-
nd has crept in to our educatio-
H.C. D. G.



nal system when political expen-
- diency expediency was uppeI mo-
st on the minds of our policy
framers. Should a student only
read and learn his mother tong-
ue ? Shouldn’t he broaden his
outlook by the help of an inter-
national language ? But that does
not meant hat one should ignore
his mother tongue,

However, T am glad that
our college magazine is now on
the way of publication. The contr-
~ibution of our Honourable Pri-
ncipal Mr, D. D. Neog and adv-

iser ( English Section) Prof. Alok

Gohain in this respect is especia~

lly remarkable. "I am also grat-

eful to our respected teachers and
my student friends who have con-

tributed their articles to the Enli-
sh Section of ojr college m

aga-
zine,

In fine, I offer my heartf-
elt gratitude to aj] my friends
for giving me the Opportunity to

serve them as the E

ditor of H.
C. D. G. colle

3¢ magazine. I wish

~our college magazine 3 long 1life
and bright futyre, With

thanks,

Tapan Borgohain

College Magazine
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