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Moreover some of the degenerated cults full of
intolerance and fanaticism made the situation more
critiical. During this critical moment Sankardey

-------------------------------------

Relevance of Sankardeva’s

Teachings in the

Twenty-First Century

Tarun Gogoi
Lect. in History

appeared as the man of the hour to rescue the people
from the shaky base of social life by bringing unity and
inntegrity among them.

The social history of medienal Assam was
simply remarkable from the point of Bhakti

Movements, which could be able to bring a revolution
any change in the socio-religious life of:
Assam.Sankardv,the great saint and religious reformer
had played a significant role in the devlopment of social
and culteral unity and integrity among the people
despite  the :
political,economic,social and cultera] differences :
prevalent in North-East India.Being a man of versatile
personality Sankardeva was a propagandist of :
socialisim and Classless society or an unifier of the
people of diverse races and religions. After all he was :

through  his  teachings

ee

a saviour of humanity.

Assam is amulti-lingual and
multireligious state. There are so
many small and big tribes that
inhahits in this land and the society
was broadly divided into two main
divisions- the Hisdus and non-
Hindus. Though caste distinction
is in general invisible, but it was
strictly maintained in the society.
No equal treatment was given to
the lower class people. But it was
the great saint Sankardeva who
propagated the motto of liberty,
equality and universal brotherhood
among the people through his

_ “Ek-saran Nama-Dharma”. He
. gave to Assam a new discipline
of faith in a single divinity and
: helped Assam and Assamese
: people to break away with a past
éwith its complicated esoteric
: doctrines and unmeaning
practices and gave to the people
: something simple and stright-
forward divested of all
: questionable associations or
implications.

.....................................

Atthe time of Sankardeva’s
birth Assam was completely in a :
state of political turmoil. The
frequent conflicts among these :
powers made this region :
disorganised and disordered.
There was no cohesion and :
religions tolerance in the society.
Moreover some of the:
degenerated cults full of:
intolerance and fanaticism made °
the situation more critiical. During
this critical moment Sankardev
appeared as the man of the hour
to rescue the people from the
shaky base of social life by
bringing unity and inntegrity
among them. This great Saint put
utmost  importannce on
democratic pattern of society.
According to him despite any
caste and creed everyone may get
place in heaven in associating with
Krishna devotees. All sections of
people were attracted towards his
religious philosophy of pure
devotion and they accepted him
as their ‘Guru’. Sankardeve

[ VORI e A g - o Ex WCWWWWM
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: Preached that--

Kirata Kachari Khasi Garo
= Miri
: Yavana Kanka Gowala
: Asama Muluka Rajaka
: Turaka

Kuvacha
: Chandala.
Ano tata nara Krishna
+ Swakara
: Sangate Pabitra haye.

Mlechas

"Bhagavata’ 1270/1271

This new faith propagated
by Sankardeva became very
popular among all classes of
people within a very short span
of time. Narottame from the
Nages, Govinda from the Garos,
Jayhari from the Bhutiyas and
Chanda Sai from the Muslims were
the finest examples of'it, who had
accepted this new faith with as
open heart. Thus Sankardeva
became the pioneer of formation
of Assamese nation by creating
mutual trust among the people of
different tribes and communities.

We all know that “Ek Sarana
Bhagavati Dharma” is purely
based on the teachings of Gita and
Bhagavata. People of that Period
were illiterate and not familiar with
Sanskrit language. Therefore,
Sankardeva translated Bhagavata,
Gita and other religions scriptures
to Assamese language so that
people could understand its
meaning well. One of the greatest
aspects ot his religion was that he
alwayas mentioned equality among
his diciples. To him God lives in
every living being of the world. So
we should treat them all in a good
manner. His message of Ahimsa

(non-violence) is expressed in the
following lines of Kritana Ghosa : *
Kukura, Srigal, Gedhavary

Atmaram

Jania Sabako Kariba§

Pranam.

Above all, Sankardeva was
a humanist. He preached the
principles of liberty, equality and :
fraternity through his peo- :
vaishnavite movement among the

people on a spiritual manner. On
the basis of these principles the
historic French Revolutation had
taken place but only three
centuries later from Sankardeva’s
death. He asserted that-

“Nahi Bhakatita Jayi Ajati
Bichar.”

It means there is no place
of caste and creed in Bhakti
religion. Everyone Can associate
with “Krishna nama” and this is
the only path to get Salvation
(Moksha) from all sims.

Sankardeva was also a great
economist. He realised it well that

. social mobility would not come
: without economic development of great vision Sankardeva did not go
the society. So he tried to create a
: Work-culture among the People, so
that they become economically
: selfsufficient. But at the same time
: he also asked the people not to
sink in it, as the lotus leaflives in
: the water but never gets wet by
: the water so he mentions in the
- Kritana that-

Mukhe Ram Nam

-------------------------------------

Hate Karta Kam. :

By these words he urges the :
people to be dutiful and thereby
he says to maintain a balance :
between wordly life and that of
spiritual life. Thus Sankardeva
through his teaching wanted to -
create an environment, which was
full of peace and prosperity. But :
the situation began to change now.
We the Assamese people have :
already for gottem our work-
culture and have adopted the most
notorious easymoney culture.

In Sankardeva’s religion
some democratic elements can
easily be noticed. As a men of

well with the king, and the king
should have no religion and so he
must not be bound down by any
single faith. He did not want to
bring division among the people,
which was so far united under g
political umbrella by intialising the
king into a single faith of
secularism without creating
dissension among other faiths in
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the society. He never forced the
people to embrace his faith, rather
he tried to make the people
understand the actual path to get
salvation. But today secularism in
India is only in name but not in
practices.

communities in society is in of
great peril.

Sankardeva was also a great
literary exponent. A renown
historian Dr. S.K. Chetterji
attributed this great soul in the

; practices. following
 Sectarinism, = Major hterary works {)f Sankardeva words :
. casteism = __he
RS e = ~ has left
L S ;s;-\-.;—:z.scnpmres ot comp ~ his stamp
hawve - materials collecte ,mVanous =8 n
created ’ '_ ~ orginal Sanskrit < sources He —— Assamese
gf ek prefered to write in :-;ssameses ~ literature
: lssenmfln that his massage may touch —a n 4
1“ b;: € common masses more easily, Whlch  culture,
tr oou r el; Wasthe language Ofthe maJOI‘lty o n
! = eople of amese
society of - P : theregmn ?eslsigion
P and way

country. The present day political
masters and rulers never think for
the nation, they just think aboyt
their own political gains. Due to
lack of farsightedness. In the name
of religion, politics, caste and sect
the society today is torn apart and
the age-old unity among the

(ZAEE cm’aﬁwﬁwnammﬁa-{qm .
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of life.

He was a poet and saint,

religious leader and social :

reformer all in one,
and his

influence on:

Assamese literature is comparable

to that of

e
L

Tulsidasa for the people of :

00000 0D00000O0DO0OODODODBODD

upper Gangtic valley....

Major literary works of
Sankardeva are either translations
of adaptations from Sanskrit
scriptures or compositions of the
materials collected from various
orginal Sanskrit sources. He
prefered to write in Assamese so
that his massage may touch
common masses more easily,
which was the language of the
majority people of the region. It
was the genuine concern of
Sankardeva to make the people
conscious about the supersitions
that prevailed in the society of the
period. He wrote a number of
books such as Awnkia Nats,

: Borgeets etc. In the real sense he
. did everything for the enrichment
- of Assamese literature and culture.
: He was such a genius that was

: ever born in the eastern part of
: India.

More than four centuries

have elapsed since the demise of
: Sankardeva, but his teachings are

...................................

still relevant to our present day :
society. Every conscious people
of the society feels that the very :
existence of our society is at stake :
today. Disunity disharmony, :
distrust, religious fanaticism, :
hatred and racial disparity are still :
prevailing in the society. It creates :
chaos and confusion among :
different sects and sections of the :
people and form apart the :
colourful Assamese society. In

this critical hour of the society
Sankardeva’s teachings and ideals
are the only solution to save the
society from this decaying stage.
We now need a common platfrom
where all the people despite their
caste, creed, sect and community
can sit and meet together. It can
be achieved only if we sincerely
follow the philosophy, ideal and
teachings of Sankardeva. After all
a careful study of his writing may
definitely widen our mind and
thoughts which can ultimately lead
as to embrace the supreme reality.
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communities, and the subsequént Soviet alliance would be the basis of

O rwel I J S 1 9 8 4 = brutal suppression of the anarcho- a post-war world of peace and
' 5

syndicalists and other revolutionaries ~prosperity (a popular idea in many

mgm by the. Soviet-backed Communists,  circles at the time). In 1942, Orwell :

A POI Itl cal N Ovel Orwell returned from Catalonia a commenting on the out-spoken pro-

f staunch anti-Stalinist and joined the Soviet leaders in The Times written -

Sudhir K'umar Das Independent Labour Party. by E. H. Carr stated that: “all the :

Lecturer in English At the time, like most other left-  appeasers, e.g. Professor E. H. Carr, :

wingers in the United Kingdom, he  have switched their allegiance from :
was still opposed to rearmament Hitler to Stalin™.

against Nazi Germany —but after ~ He joined the staff of Tribune as
the Molotov-Ribbentrop pactand literary editor, and from then until
the outbreak of the Second World  his death was a left-wing (though
War, he changed his mind. Heleft ~ hardly orthodox) Labour-supporting

the ILP over its pacifism and democratic socialist. He canvassed
adopted a political position of for the Labour Party in the 1945
Orwell’s political views shifted over time, but he was “revolutionary patriotism”. He general election and was broadly
- man of the political left throughout his life as a writer. In . supported the war effort but supportive of its actions in office,
his earlier days he occasionally described himselfasa - : detected (wrongly as it turned out) a  though he was sharply critical of its
“Tory anarchist”. His time in Burma made him a staunch mood that would lead to a timidity on certain key questions
opponent of imperialism, and his experience of poverty : revolutionary socialist movement  and despised the pro-Sf)v1et stance
while researching Down and Out in Paris and London and  * . among the British people. “Weare  of many Labour left-wingers.
The Road to Wigan Pier turned him into a socialist. in a strange period of history in Although he wasnevera Trotskyist,
“Every line of serious work that I have written since 1936 Whi?h > revolutio_nary Hastolbee HEws s.trongly 1nﬂue.nced. b.y T
has been written, directly or indirectly, against : : patriot @d a patriot has tc.) be a' Trotsky.lst and- anarchist critiques of
totalitarianism and for democratic socialism, as I : Tevolutionatyihemrole Y i SO‘.”et e a.nd b}./ th? ;
understand it,” he wrote in 1946, - the Labour left’s weekly, in anarchists’ emphasis on individual
: December 1940. During the war, freedom. He wrote in The Road to

It was the Spanish Civil War th :
P r that played the most : Orwell was highly critical of those =~ Wigan Pier that’l worked out an

important nart in defining his socialism. Having S T :
witnessed the success of the anarcho-syndicalist : : R 4 it
B sy ......... s T TN Giisees st seiiRudet s aiaelon CRIHHTR (I R Rwgieram A 2o
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anarchistic theory that all
government is evil, that the
punishment always does more harm
than the crime and the people can be
trusted to behave decently if you
will only let them alone.” In typical
Orwellian style, he continues to
deconstruct his own opinion as
‘sentimental nonsense’. He
continues ‘it is always necessary to
protect peaceful people from
violence.In any state of society where
crime can be profitable you have got
tohave aharsh criminal law and
administer it ruthlessly’.

Orwell had little sympathy with
Zionism and opposed the creation of
the state of Israel. In 1945, Orwell
wrote that “few English people realise
that the Palestine issue is partly a
colour issue and that an Indian
nationalist, for example, would
probably side with the Arabs”.

While Orwell was concerned that the
Palestinian Arabs be treated fairly, he
was equally concerned with fairness to
Jews in general: writing in the spring of
1945 along essay titled “Antisemitism
in Britain,” for the “Contemporary
Jewish Record.” Antisemitism, Orwell

warned, was “on the increase,” and was
“quite irrational and will not yield to
arguments.” He thought “the only
useful approach” would be a
psychological one, to discover “why”
antisemites could “swallow such
absurdities on one particular subject
while remaining sane on others.” (pp
332-341, As 1 Please: 1943-1945.)
In his magnum opus, Nineteen Eighty-
Four, he showed the Party enlisting
antisemitic passions in the Two Minute
Hates for Goldstein, their archetypal
traitor.

Orwell was also a proponent of a
federal socialist Europe, a position
outlined in his 1947 essay ‘Toward

European Unity’, which first appeared

in Partisan Review.

Orwell publicly defended P, G, :
Wodehouse against charges of beinga :
Nazi sympathiser; a defence based on
Wodehouse’s lack of interest in and *

ignorance of politics.

Nineteen Eighty-Four is o classic :
dystopian novel by English author :
George Orwell. Published in 1949, it :
is set in the eponymous year and focuses
on a repressive, totalitarian regime.
The story follows the life of one :

WCWWWWM ..... e L R .

L

seemingly insignificant man, Winston
Smith, a civil servant assigned the task
of falsifying records and political
literature, thus effectively perpetuating
propaganda, who grows disillusioned
with his meagre existence and so begins
an ultimately futile rebellion against
the system.
The novel has become famous for its
satirical portrayal of surveillance and
society’s increasing encroachment on
the rights of the individual. Since its
publication the terms Big Brother and
Orwellian have entered the popular
vernacular.
Orwell, who had “encapsulate the
thesis at the heart of his novel” in
. 1944, wrote most of Nineteen
Eighty-Four on the island of Jura,
Scotland, during 1947-1948 while
critically ill with tuberculosis .¥ He
. sent the final typescript to his friends
: Secker and Warburg on 4 December
: 1948 and the book was published on
: 8 June 19490
: Nineteen Eighty-Four has been
: translated into more than 50
: languages. The novel’s title, its terms,
its language (Newspeak), and its
: author’s surname are bywords for
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personal privacy lost to national state
security. The adjective “Orwellian” :
denotes many things. It can refer to :
totalitarian action or organization, as :
well as governmental attempts to
control or misuse information for the
purposes of controlling, pacifying or -
even subjugating the population. :
“Orwellian” can also refer generally :
to twisted language which says the
opposite of what it truly means, or :
specifically governmental
propagandizing by the misnaming of
things; hence the “Ministry of Peace”
in the novel actually deals with war and
the “Ministry of Love” actually tortures
people. Since the novel’s publication
“Orwellian” has in fact become
somewhat of a catch-all for any kind of
governmental overreach or dishonesty
and therefore has multiple meanings and
applications. The phrase Big Brother is
Watching You specifically connotes
pervasive, invasive surveillance but can
also refer to attempts to over-regulate
or legislate societal behaviour.
Although the novel has been banned

or challenged in some countries, it is,
along with Brave New World by
Aldous Huxley, e by Yevgeny
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: Zamyatin and Fahrenheit 451 by Ray

: Bradbury, among the most famous

literary representations of

+ dystopia.’1n 2005, Time magazine

+ listed it among the hundred best

English-language novel’s published

: since 1923.0

: One of the original titles for the novel

- was The Last Man in Europe, butin a

: letter to publisher Frederic Warburg

: dated 22 October 1948 (eight months

- before the book was published),
Orwell stated that he was
“hesitating” between that and
Nineteen Eighty-Four,° althoug
Crick mentions that it was Warburg
who suggested changing itto a
marketable title.
Orwell’s reasons for the title are
unknown; he might be alluding to the
centenary of the socialist Fabian
Society founded in 1884,° or to
Jack London’s novel The Iron Heel
(wherein a political movement came
into power in 1984), or to G. K.
Chesterton’s The Napoleon of
Notting Hill, set in 1984, or to the
poem “End of the Century, 1984 by
his first wife, Eileen O’Shaughnessy.
Anthony Burgess claims in /985 that
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Orwell, being disillusioned by the
onset of the Cold War, intended to
name the book 7948

According to the introduction of the
Penguin Modern Classics edition,
Orwell originally meant 1980 as the
story’s time, but as the writing

became prolonged, he re-titled it
1982, then 1984, coincidently the
reverse of the year written, 1948. The
full title of the first edition was
Nineteen Eighty-Four A novel.

The book has often been
misinterpreted as an attack on
socialism, and Orwel| himselfhad
occasion to refute such claims, both
privately and in public. In a letter to
Francis A. Henson of the United
Automobile Workers, dated 16 June
1949 (seven months before he died),
excerpts from which were reproduced
in Life (25 July 1949) and the New
York Times Book Review (31 July
1949), Orwell stated the following:
“My recent novel [1984]is NOT .
intended as an attack on Socialism :
or on the British Laboyy Party (of :
which I am a Supporter) but as a :
show-up of the perversions ...
which have already been partly © ¢

realized in Communism and
Fascism. ...The scene of the book
is laid in Britain in order to
emphasize that the English-speaking
races are not innately better than
anyone else and that totalitarianism,
if not fought against, could triumph
anywhere.”M

Nineteen Eighty-Four is set in
Oceania, one of three
intercontinental totalitarian super-
states. The story occurs in London,
the “chief city of Airstrip One”,°
itselfa province ofOceania that “had
once been called England or
Britain”.” Posters of the ruling
Party’s leader, “Big Brother”, bearing

_ the caption BIG BROTHER IS

WATCHING YOU, dominate the city
landscapes, while two-way television
(the telescreen) dominates the private
and public spaces of the populace.
Oceania’s people are in three classes
— the Inner Party, the Outer Party,

: and the Proles. The Party government
controls the people via the Ministry

+ of Truth (Minitrue), the workplace of
: protagonist Winston Smith, an Outer
: Party member. As in the Nazi and
Stalinist regimes, propaganda is

pervasive; Smith’s job is rewriting
historical documents to match the
contemporaneous party line, the .
orthodoxy of which changes daily. It~ :
therefore includes destroying :
evidence, amending newspaper
articles, deleting the existence of
people identified as “unperson”.

The story begins on 4 April 1984: “It :
was a bright cold day in April, and the
clocks were striking thirteen”.” The :
date is questionable, because it is
what Winston Smith perceives. In the
story’s course, he concludes it as
irrelevant, because the State can
arbitrarily alter it; the year 7984 and
its world are transmutable.

The novel does not render the world’s
full history to 1984. Indeed, since the
novel’s only description of world
history is contained in a book given to
Winston by a Party member, it is
possible that what the reader knows is
itself meant to be a deception, and the
history of the world of Nineteen
Eighty-Four is different. Winston’s
recollections, and what he

reads in The Theory and Practice of
Oligarchical  Collectivism by
Emmanuel Goldstein, reveal that after
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: World War II, the United Kingdom

fell to civil war, becoming part of
Oceania. Simultaneously, the Soviet
Union encompassed mainland Europe,
forming the nation of Eurasia. The third

: super-state, Eastasia, comprises the

°
L]
°
°
°
°
°
L]
°
Ll
L]
°
°

east Asian countries around China and
Japan. Mentioned also is an atomic war,
fought mainly in Europe, western
Russia, and North America. It is unclear
what occurred first: the civil war

- wherein the Party assumed power, the

United States’ annexation of the British
Empire, or the war during which
Colchester was bombed.

Ministry of Truth bureaucrat Winston
Smith is the protagonist; although
unitary, the story is three-fold. The first
describes the world of 1984 as he
perceives it; the second is his illicit
romance with Julia and his intellectual
rebellion against the Party; the third is
his capture and imprisonment,
interrogation, torture, and re-
education in the Ministry of Love. The
plotline is therefore virtually identical
to that of a 1921 Russian novel titled
We, which occurs in a world similar
to that of Nineteen Eighty-Four.
The intellectual Winston Smith is a

member of the Outer Party, lives in
the ruins of London (the “chief city of
Airstrip One”, a province of Oceania),
who grew up in the post-World War II
United Kingdom, during the revolution
and the civil war. As his parents
disappeared in the civil war, the English
Socialism Movement (“Ingsoc” in
Newspeak) put him in an orphanage
for training and employment in the
Outer Party. His squalid existence
consists of living in a one-room
apartment, eating a subsistence diet
of black bread and synthetic meals
washed down with Victory-brand gin.He
is discontented, and keeps an ill-advised
journal of dissenting, negative thoughts
and opinions about the Party. If the

journal or Winston’s errant behavior
were to be discovered, jt would result
in his torture and execution at the :
hands of the Thought Police, However,
heis blessed with having a smal alcove *
beside his telescreen where he cannot :
be seen, where he can keep his own

private secrets,

Inhis journal he explains thoughtcrime: :
Thoughtcrime does not entail death.
Thoughtcrime IS death. The Thought '
Police have two-way telescreens (inthe

Wcmmﬁw%wﬂa .-- ..... L DT T R S :

living quarters of every Party member
and in every public area), hidden
microphones, and anonymous
informers to spy potential thought-
criminals who might endanger The
Party. Children are indoctrinated to
informing; to spy and report suspected
thought-criminals —especially their
parents.
Winston Smith is a bureaucrat in the
Records Department of the Ministry of
Truth, revising historical records to
match The Party’s contemporaneous,
official version of the past. The
revisionism is required so that the past
reflect the shifts of the day in the Party’s
orthodoxy. Smith’s job is perpetual; he
) re-writes the official record, re-touches
: official photographs, deleting people
: officially rendered as unpersons. The
original or older document is dropped
into a “memory hole” chute leading to
: an incinerator. Although he likes his
: work, especially the intellectual
* challenge of revising a complete
: historical record, he also is fascinated
by the true past, and eagerly tries to
+ learn more about that forbidden truth.
: One day in the office, a woman
surreptitiously hands him a note. She

is “Julia,” a dark-haired mechanic who
repairs the Ministry of Truth’s novel- :
writing machines. Before that day, he -
had felt deep loathing for her, based on :
his assumptions that she was a
brainwashed, fanatically devoted :
member of the Party; particularly :
annoying to him is her red sash of :
renouncement of and scorn for sexual :
intercourse. His preconceptions vanish
onreading a handwritten note she gives :
him, which states “I love you.” After
that, they begin a clandestine romantic
relationship, first meeting in the
countryside and at a ruined belfty, then
regularly in a rented room atop an
antiques shop in the city’s proletarian
neighborhood. The shop owner chats
with Smith, discussing facts about the
pre-revolutionary past, sells him period
artifacts, and rents him the room to meet
Julia. The lovers believe their hiding
place paradisaical (the shop keeper
having told them it has no telescreen)
and think themselves alone and safe.
As their romance deepens, Winston’s
views change, and he questions Ingsoc.
Unknown to him, the Thought Police
have been spying on him and Julia. Later,
when approached by Inner Party
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+ member O’Brien, Winston believes that
* he has come into contact with the
Brotherhood who are opponents of the
+ Party. O’Brien gives him a copy of “the
s book™, The Theory and Practice of
: Oligarchical Collectivism, a searing
criticism of Ingsoc said to be written
- by the dissident Emmanuel Goldstein,
- the leader of the Brotherhood. This
* book explains the perpetual war and
exposes the truth behind the Party’s
- slogan, “War is Peace; Freedom is
Slavery; Ignorance is Strength.”

The Thought Police later capture
Winston and Julia in their sanctuary
bedroom and they are separately
interrogated at the Ministry of Love,
where the regime’s opponents are
tortured and killed, but sometimes
released (to be executed at a later date).

Charrington, the shop keeper who
rented them the room reveals himself
an officer of the Thought Police. In
the Ministry of Love torture chamber,

O’Brien tells Smith that he will be cured

of his “insanity”, which O’Brien

claims undeniably manifests itself'in

the form of Winston’s hatred for the

Party. During a long and complex

dialogue, O’Brienreveals, in what is the

most important line in the book, that the
motivation of the Inner Party is not to
achieve a future paradise but to retain
power, which has become an end in
itself. He outlines a terrifying vision of
how they will change society and people
in order to achieve this, including the
abolition of the family, the orgasm, and
the sex instinct, with the ultimate goal
of eliminating anything that may come
between one’s love of Big Brother and
Ingsoc. It will be a society that grows
more, not less merciless as it refines
itself, and a society without art,
literature, or science, so that there are
no distractions from their devotion to
the Party, or any unorthodox thought,
which is also meant to be achieved

through the eventual eradication of
Modem English, or “Oldspeak”.

During a session, O’ Bnenexplamsthat
the purpose of the torture Winston i 1S s
about to experience is to alter his way
of thinking, not to extract a confession, :
and that once Winston unquestlomngly
accepts reality as the Party descrlbcs
it, he will be executed; electroshock

torture will achieve that, continuing :
until O’Brien decides Winston is

cured.

One night, a dreaming Winston suddenly
wakes, yelling: “Julia! Julia! Julia, my
love! Julia!”, whereupon O’Brien
rushes in and questions him, and
then sends him to Room 101, the
most feared room in the Ministry of
Love. Here a person’s greatest fear is
forced upon him or her for the final re-
education step: acceptance. Winston,
who has a primal fear of rats, is shown
a wire cage filled with starving rats
and told that it will be fitted over his
head like a mask, so that when the cage
door is opened, the rats will bore into
his face until it is stripped to the bone.
Just as the cage brushes his cheek, he
shouts frantically: “Doitto Julia!”. The

torture ends and Winston is returned to
: society, brainwashed to accept Party
: doctrine.

After his release, Winston encounters
: Julia in the park. With distaste, they
: remember the unauthorized and
* unorthodox (“ungood” in Newspeak)
: feelings they once shared for each other
: and acknowledge having betrayed
: each other. They are apathetic about
: their reunion and each other’s

experiences. Winston, happily
reconciled to his impending execution, <
and accepting the Party’s depiction of :
life, celebrates the false fact of a news :
bulletin reporting Oceania’s recent,
decisive victory over Eurasia. Itis at this :
moment that he sincerely loves Big :
Brother for the very first time. Thus the :
book ends on a bitter note, with :
Winston Smith’s inner transformation
finally complete.

Orwell’s influences

During the Second World War, George
Orwell repeatedly said that British
democracy, as it existed before 1939,
would not survive the war, the question
being: Would it end via Fascist coup
d’dtat (from above) or via Socialist
revolution (from below)? During
the war, Orwell admitted events proved
him wrong: “What really matters is that
[ fell into the trap of assuming that
‘the war and the revolution are
inseparable’.’*® Nineteen Eighty-
Four shares thematic likenesses
with Animal Farm, another of
Orwell’s novels, as follows: the
betrayed revolution; the individual’s
subordination to the Party collective;




: rigorously  enforced  class
: distinctions, i.e. the Inner Party, the
Outer Party, the Proles; the cult of
- personality; concentration camps;
: Thought Police; compulsory,
regimented, daily exercise; and youth
leagues.In the essay “Why I Write”,
: Orwell explains that all the serious work
: hewrote since the Spanish Civil War in
: 1936 was “written, directly or
indirectly, against totalitarianism and
- for democratic socialism”.'° Indeed,
Nineteen Eighty-Four is an anti-
totalitarian cautionary tale about the
betrayal of a revolution by its defenders.
He already had stated distrust of
totalitarianism and betrayed revolutions
in Homage to Catalonia and Animal
Farm. Coming Up For Air, at points,
celebrates the personal and political
freedoms lost in Nineteen Eighty-
FourMuch of Oceanic society is based
upon Stalin’s Soviet Union. The “Two
Minutes’ Hate” television propaganda
represents the ritual demonisation of
State enemies and rivals; Big Brother
resembles Joseph Stalin; and the Party’s
archenemy, Emmanuel Goldstein,
resembles Leon Trotsky in that both

physiognomy, and Trotsky’s real
surname was Bronstein. Another
suggested inspiration for Goldstein is
Emma Goldman, the famous
Anarchist figure. Doctored
photography is a propaganda
technique, as is the creation of
unperson in the story, analogous to
Stalin’s enemies being made
nonpersons and being erased from
official photographic records; the
police treatment of several characters
recalls the Moscow Trials of the
Great Purge.

Biographer Michael Shelden notes as
influences the Edwardian world of
Orwell’s childhood in Henley — for the
golden country; being bullied at St.
Cyprian’s—empathy with victims; his
policeman’s life in the Indian Burma
Police — the techniques of violence;
and suffering censorship in the BRC —
capriciously-wielded authority,14
Specific literary influences include
Darkness at Noon and The Yogi and
the Commissar by Arthur Koestler, The
Iron Heel (1908) by Jack London;
Brave New World (1932) by Aldous
Huxley; We (1921) by Yevgeny
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were Jewish, both had the same Zamyatin, which Orwell read in French :
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and reviewed in 7946;1"5 and The
Managerial Revolution (1940) by
James Burnham, predicting permanent
war among three totalitarian superstates,
broadly equivalent to those in Nineteen
Eighty-Four. Orwell told Jacinths
Buddicom that he would write a novel
stylistically like 4 Modern Utopia by
H. G. Wells.

World War II acts as the grounding for
Orwell’s more fantastic elements. Most
of the novel contains direct parallels,
and occasional outright pastiche, of the
rhetoric and politics surrounding the
end of the war and the changing alliances
of the nascent Cold War. The overseas
service of the BBC, controlled by the
Ministry of Information, was the model
for the Ministry of Truth. The
Ministry of Love’s ultimate weapon
against dissidents, Room 101, is named
after a conference room at BBC
Broadcasting House where Orwell
used to sit through tedious
meetings."*! The Senate House, where
the Ministry of Information was
housed, is the architectural
inspiration for the Ministry of Truth.
Nineteen Eighty-Four s world reflects
the socio-political life of the UK and
the USA, i.e. the poverty of Britain in
1948, when the economy was poor, the
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Empire dissolving, while newspapers :
reported imperial triumphs, and :
wartime ally Soviet Russia was :

becoming a peacetime foe.

The world of 1984 also parallels, or :
extrapolates from, life during the First :
World War as well as the Second. Just :
how oppressive the British government :

had become during the earlier war can :

be judged from a satire of the time :
which Eric Blair may even have read :
while at Eton, /920: Dips into the -

Near Future, published in 1917

Though Orwell may never have read it, .

it shares some themes with 7984,
themes which ultimately came from the
common experience of both authors if
not from one reading the other. 7920
exaggerates actual government
oppression during World War I, and if
not a literary influence on Orwell it still
reveals what undoubtedly had
influenced him in the real world.

Oceania is a metamorphosed future
British Empire that geographically
includes the United States, and whose
currency is the dollar. As its name
suggests, it is anaval power, with much
militarism focused on venerating
sailors serving aboard floating
fortresses greater than Dreadnoughts.
Moreover, most of the fighting by
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Oceania’s troops is in defending India
(the “Jewel in the Crown” of the
British Empire).
The term “English Socialism™ also has
many precedents in Orwell’s wartime
writings. In The Lion and the Unicorn
of 1940, Orwell stated that “the war and
the revolution are inseparable ( ... ) the
. fact that we are at war has turned
Socialism from a textbook word into
a realizable policy”. The reason for
that, according to Orwell, was that the
- outmoded British class system
constituted a major hindrance to the
war effort, and only a Socialist society
would be able to defeat Hitler. Since:
the middle classes were in process of
realizing this, too, they would support
the revolution, and only the most
outright reactionary elements in
British society would oppose it,
which would limit the amount of
force the revolutionaries would need
in order to gain power and keep it.
Thus, an “English Socialism” would
come about which “...will never lose
touch with the tradition of compromise
and the belief in a law that is above the
State. It will shoot traitors, but it will
give them a solemn trial beforehand and
occasionally it will acquit them. It will
crush any open revolt promptly and

oooO0cO000000000000OOOOROCRROORDS

cruelly, but it will interfere very little
with the spoken and written word”.
Orwell’s words in this and other
writings at the time leave no doubt that
in 1940 he regarded “English
Socialism” as highly desirable and was
actively trying to bring about its victory.
Yet in the nightmare world he
envisioned eight years later, the same
term -contracted to “Ingsoc” - is the
monstrous ideology of a totally
oppressive regime, far from the relative
moderate revolution which Orwell
foresaw in 1940. When the vision of
“The Lion and the Unicom” is compared
with that of “Nineteen Eighty-Four” it
is evident that Orwell saw the regime
presided over by Big Brother not only
asabefrayal and perversion of Socialist
ideals in general, but also as a
perversion of Orwell’s own
specifically and dearly cherished
vision and hope of “English
Socialism”.
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See the light
Your Crowh is waiting

Pick it up, Wake up

Make the Strange, familiar
Catch the sky

Kick away failure

Wake up! See

Success is waiting

Make an inspring determination
Touch the golden fruit

Wake up! See.
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Herald to Winter

Sangita Phukan
TDC- 3rd year s
The breezy wind bring a me
To harp on the same string .’
Winter is close at hand,
The haze of morning hails winter
Along with a mysterious dream.... i .
The earth put on the garland of dry leaf
To enrich the naked Nature

The abundant of harvests...

Hastens the farmer

It’s fragnance spread far and wide...

To. freshen the world with a bliss of hope
Winter bears the belief and entnusiasm
Blessed with a prosperous being

Always brings a ray of hope

Winter could also bear

The unfulfilled golden dream of the farmer.
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The 26 Alphabets

Jahnabi Borah
TDC 1st Year

= Always be aware of the Almighty.
= Be sincere in work.

= Cultivate contentment.

= Do good and be good.

= Emeelate children in truth.

= Free from all nices.

= Gain wisdom from others.
= Hope for the best.

= Inuite conscience to speak.
= Jealousy kills, love sanes.
=Kill fear and weakness.

=L earn dignity of labour.

= Monitor your mind.

— Never become spend thrift.
— Observe moderation in everything.
= Plan your time well.

= Quite bad company.

= Read and re-read masters.
= Speak less, work more.

— Treaseere good friendship.
= Uphold always justice.

= Vanity leads to fail.

W = Wear a smile always.

X = Xeniality brings in cordiality.
Y = Yearn always for peace.

7 =Zenith is selfless service.
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1. MrNityanada Dhjhingia}
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22. Miss Jumi Konwar 16th 2003-004 .
23. Mr. Rubul Pandey 17th 2004-2005
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