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Democracy in Anc1ent India

| F oreign as well as the indege-

neous Sources available give evidences
F of the existance of Kingless or repub-
~ lican states both in the North and the
- South of India for a{fery long time

in the remote past, The Brahmanical,

_ the Buddhist and the Jain texts and
- other fndigenecus literatures _refer to
_..the republics prevalled in ancmnt India.

In the Mahabharata there are referen-
ces of some States stated as ¢ Invin-
Cible states in which the rule of equa-

lity was observed.” The Greek Schol-
-~ ars  who accompanied Alexander, the
. Great mentioned in their “respective
- accounts of the existence of republics
 In India. But the ‘real time of the

existance (arising) of Indian repubhcs is
yet to be known. After the early ve-

: dic P_erlod the republican states ‘seemed
to have been existed, the evedences

of which are available from the hy-

_mns of the Rig and the Arthava Vedas

H. C. D. G, Collage Magazine, '95
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: and the views': had and the tradition
recorded in the Mahabharata and the

; account of Magesthenese, the Greek
: ambassador of the Court of Chandra-

gupta Maurya of Magadha, respectively.
~ Prof. Rhys Davids in his treaties

* <“Buddhist India” clearly states that the

republican states existed in the time

- of Gautama Buddha, He listed ten such

republics which hc termed clan oligar-
chies as referred by the Buddhist

; scliolatjs; Some of the republican states
© wers _the Sakyas of Kapil-ébasta._ Mor-

iyas of Piphalivana, the Videhas of

- Mithila, the Licchavis of Vaisalis, who

is said federated with other clans and

- formed the famous Uajjian Confecler-

~acy.

- The Buddhist ‘Sanghas’ have a
wider meaning as ‘“‘Ganas” as the fa-
mous Gramarian Panini belonged pro-
bably to 4th Century B.C. clearly
states that ‘Sangha’ denotes a “Gana”

e ———,
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The term ‘Gana’ used to denote a

form of Government sharply disting-
uished from the monarcy. <¢Some pro-

vinces are ruled by “Ganas” so stated .

in a passage of -Avadapa Sataka The
Jam Ayaranga sutta refers to some states
‘M lifed by “Ganas™. In the Acharanya
Sutta of Hindu literature we find the
term Ganarajani, the states ruled by
-, “Gapa”s or numbers. Ganarajya will
naturally means - ‘rule by many’., The
.~ heads . of repubhcs were des1gnated as
‘Rajan’, - ‘GanaraJan or the ‘SaAngha
vaukhya' - L
o Kautllya in hxs ‘Arthasastra des-
a7eribes the republ__xcan states - as ‘Sagghas
< - Religious ; Sangha . was a copy of the
- politicdl Sangha opined soby Dr. K.P,
.~ Joyswal." . Sangha Originally méant a
- ‘rep;ublic s alsp confirmed by the an-
- ¢iant - Buddhist' work Palipitakas Thus
.+ the avaalablc .Sources,, clearly show that
~-the ‘Ganas’ and the “Sanghas” were
the  terms:; used to mean _ the repubh-
can states of ancient Indxa

The Buddhist Sanghas were ex-

tremly demecratic in its organisation.

" Gautama Buddha being himself a great
- ‘champion -of democracy organised his
~Buddhist  Sanghas on  democratic
basis, Three Principles of . democracy

" viz. Liberty, equality and Fraternity

N Sangﬁas’

“were held in a Hall or
| and the seats on ser:ousﬁy basis were
allotted by a ‘Special officer m charge

" of  the
" front of them BrOup wise,

~ not less than five memberg,

. tioned the differens me

found and important place in the or-

ganization or the Buddhist Sangha.

-Any one enjoyed the Liberty to ex-
. press his views -freely and every issue

was decided by a majority. Buddhist
Sutras and Pali texts threw light on
the working of the Buddhist Sanghas
with genunie democratic principles. As
riligious Sanghas were borrowed from
the polmcal sanghas (Dr. K.P. Joyswal)

we may eliminaté the rehglous aspec

to have a clcar picture of the work-
ing of the” political’ Sanghas' from the
‘procedures  followed “religious

The under- mentloned facts

ina -

_ will - clearly so the same.

The meeungs of the Sangha
‘Santhagara

allotment of =
who had about ten
as a monk

seatS
years experlences
The seats ip the dias

- were probably occupieq by the execu-

‘tives and the memberg Were  seated in
e

system was also strictly follow

dha himself fized 4 min; ¢d. Bud-

mum Quorum

The Buddhlst texts +clearly men'

Quorum for different PUrpoge
S.

2

H CD

gha “was “not

Quorum |

mbelfs .for the .

-were - five kinds-of -Sdpghds as-'found
in- Buddhist rééords -“theQuerum - of

. which consisted of - four, five, : ten,-twe-

nty or more than twenty.! The  lowest
numbers - which can Constituteia; San-
entitled - t6 pe'fformi'ng
1mportant ‘(political) - act

The - chaxrman ot ‘the pres1dent

of -a Buddhist Sangha was not counted
to Copstitute the Quorum. Novices
and women were not entitled to vote

or to Coustitute the Quorum.  The
Sangha must have required. Quorum
incom-

without which the same” was
plete and " any act passed by the incom="
plete Sangha was invalid and so was
out of transaction. A Sangha must

baye . qualified persons .as. "membefs to -

avoid invalidity of the proceedings. of
the Sangha. : It should give its agen-
da and the motion should be apno-
unced in three times in the meeting.
«Ganalitha® and ‘Sanghalitha’ as refer-
red by Panini were the persons who-

se attendence completed to the Quo- -
;um of the Sangha. The member com-
pleting 2 Quorum is oalled a “Gana- .

it the- ‘Sarigha,. ‘let.

" -form - of :a .resolution -
.. by the .Sangha.

- -ssionally - ‘used '-to -arise. -

it de: " .ii-After this
---fhe mover ‘moved the .matter:.in. the
to.  be. .adepted
Those who- were in
- favour of the) motion were asked ;to
- rémain silent - and - those -opposed could
speak .. Resolutions were. offen put:in
to debate; Quarrel and disputes occ-
But’ efforts

--were " being ‘madé for unanimous deci-

sions. Disputed matters were sometimes
being solved by a Sub-Committee app-
ointed to negotiate a disputed matter.

The principle of representation was

- “also - followed in the- appointed ef the

Sub-Committee formed to solve dis~

puted matter.

Far- the ..settlement. of the dispu-

.-ied matters .amijcably the. case was
referred to the whole Sangha as the
last resort. The voters were taken

and the majority view prevailed. This
essential  characteristic of democracy
marked the working of political
organization in ancient India. ‘
v,  Vote.was called “‘chahanda” ha-
vmg literary meanmg .as ‘Wlsh' on

pururakha ' i v ‘desue’ ~From this term 1t ls clear that

" Deliberations of the Saﬂgha Sta- ~ «in. voting a member was expressing
rted with a motion in the followiog his free will or disire. Votmg fwas
lérms: «Let the venerable members sometlmes done in secret method ;
hear me; if the time seem mest to sometimes by whispering method

Ther¢ f
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"and sometimes by open methed. Different
~ colours of ballet papers were used.
‘The : fall. of papers were called Salaka
and ‘the voting was called <Salaka
-Giahanas”. If ome a question: was de-
_ cided ‘in accordance. with a valid pro-
ceedure it. could not be re-opened

. In 4_conc1usion, the view. may be
" held that the present days republics

- . dian ,tcpublic. Ancient .Indian - repub-

Institutions prevailed in India. @

contain the germs of the ancient In-

lics on Gana States were seemed to
be functioning as different demoeracies
withni-  -their respective Jurisdiction
like - the city states of ancient Greece.

It is really a matter of great pride that
even. thousands of years ago democratic

[t "is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man is possessiné .af

‘q g‘obd fortune must be in ‘want of a wife. L

It was'the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness :
‘of belief, it was the epoch of increduility ; it was the season o

it was the spring of hope, / light,

“of despair; we had everything before us, we had nothing’

"was the season of darkness ;

[

—Jane Auysten,

i
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“The’ wo\rfd“ finds India” fa@inat'iﬁg
because of ‘her - unfathomable “mystery,
of her heterogeneous "sociéty ~of-. her
dlverse culture ‘and above all: ot ‘her
anthmty of history spreadmg overia
penod of some two thousand’ "and five
" hundred ycars m the' ' past. India> is
glad that she can boast ‘of 10 “Alexan.
" der or Caesar no or Ghengls ‘Khan,

e leNapoleon ‘put- she can-icer-

" no Cllve or
 faidly' %oast‘ 'of‘ 4y Gdotam -Buddha; ' a
a, “iva. Viveka-

Maiaavu Jam “an = Ashoka
'" nanda ‘or'a Tagore who - carried: the
A Indlan thought and ciltiite ‘to’ the:nook
a and comer of the world‘ through their

\ -

zt Wwas the epoch
it it

was the winter
before us

—

. an enormous in

messages o "
. fndia since- her’ inception in the

“form of Indus valley - civilzation, - ‘has
‘been ipfluencing the “nworld : literature
- down the ages. vedas or ‘'we may $ay
- ’thé' vedic literature 8s - ‘whole has
fluence on the -world

‘tliterature of all ages. Vedas represent
one. of the most -ancient civilizations

g ,@Eaﬁueacej’*@ﬁ , MB@M on. ,;Woz;l

e e - . v .
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Lnten;ature
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Lecéure in Enghsh

'
HEt _a‘w

T

RV

e4F the  world* and:.unddubtedly -it “has
Heft-an" indeliblés mark: on the:'Greek
“myttidlogy! and" literature, ~ - The - Gods - |
‘and Gédesses’ as presented »7jni- the
Gridék »nmiythology Hold™a - :striking: Te-
§émblancé “with ‘the "gods‘ anid’ goddess-

- é?‘ "of “vedas "WHom it glorifies: ‘Like
¢"{he. gods of vedas, ‘the Greek ‘Gods
27t60" ate persm:uﬁcﬁtx(t)ﬁs1 of - Siih, Modn,
Stars and ndtiirdl - phénomenas,  =The
o' §ky- ig6as Dyaiisﬁ‘) as ‘déscribed inrithe
~~yedas ‘bears “a functional ~and dinguistic
2« velationship to- Zeis - of -Greek ; mytho-
bilogy.i. Motz only::zthat ther psalms - of
. thér Bibles resembles’ the rhymns . :inpl'a-
_..ise -of the: Rig:eda. - The. translatioq. of
- .yedas :and,upanishadas,. from ,Sansysrit

to English by, ;an;;avid Indologist.

.- Max . Muller inthe early part of twenh—
..-eth Century opened -NewW v1stas .of. ori-
. ental -knowledge for, western intellec-
. tuals, The translations, of. ved'asd...ﬂand
; upanishads by other scholars .like R.T.
. 'H. Guiffith -too. helped ;eaetménsiy, the

- . .
RS D T] 1 Lt ’i«w‘-—, 547
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to enrich their
India and her

western intellectuals

knowledge of ancient

culture, - PRI N sren
too ‘involves tedium which is- ‘again a

L‘ik Vedas, “the inﬂuence of upa-
mshads -are alsq n0 less on world

'( \f\? _); —

hterature Upamshads are a series of

Constltutlng the chief theological do-
- cuments:iof - Hinduisin-.; which: emphasijgs
~0n “the -conception.. of Brahmasthe. all-
cipeTvasiver and - the..iconcept.  which - is
s€quated with--him .is ‘Atman’> By
--devotionizto -the,yself. or . God ywithin
-:us,bwhichy ;is pour .real ‘bejng. one may
;.;ukimatelyl;aclaiqge ~Aapion  or jdentifica-
~htion -with \“Blrahma’ the upamshads
..came to:- be, known -in Europe dyring
a-the eighteenth ; Cencury. Since . that
sitime they - have: exerted - considerable
c*influencé.. on ;.thei: thonght . of -_—5sucb7-,re-
~>nowned ..men 1as 2Schopehaiir,..- Thomas
iv Caslyle; Ralph “‘walddy. Emerson: and
“IWilliam ‘Butlér ' Yeatsi -Let us! discuss
" offet-after’ another ~how: farc 'these -gre-
:atmen of etters- have 'been ®inflibnced
: by *tfhe u’panlsﬁadi&“ide'as IR
=t Schopenhaur,-' “1Hé “gréat German

plitloso’ph'er, “tonsidered that thHe:ivisi-
"“ble "and - ‘phenomenal ‘world fs ‘cot a
hmfteahfﬁ ‘but only -an- idea and tHat ‘the

put into action by a feeling of some
lack or in other words by a form of
suﬁ‘ermg the- abscence of any struggle

from of suffering. The only alternative
to suffering in the abandonment of
the “will to live” or
This isa kind of thought very much in
line -with the concept of . “Moksha”.

non-existence.

NI Slmllarly, Ralph Waldo Emerson
-gl great- exponent .of Oriental transcen-
demtallsmts bolds that man has facu-
¢ Ities . which ~transcend; the senses that
. .give, him 1deas: and 1n,tq1tmus that tra-
_.nseend sensational experlence It does

. not , concewe god m terms of man
but. like:. umtarlamsm concel:ges god as

. one,. and chnst is, not ‘devine . but the

. hjghest. realizatlon on;, earth ,pf man 'S
- potentalities. - For Emerson God is I;n-
‘mabent -in man, jis the.. ommpresent and

“'cbenevolent <over-soul a Source of spzrl- ‘
- tual engrgy- from .  which knowledge ;

comes to man by mtumon

S “The. Hindu: concept Lpﬂ TnnltY‘
::the, Creatbr;-the Preseryer. and the Des-
- (goryer is: {asseciated w:th th
" comceeption of patyre. \.rea
* vation " and. destructlon are
'natural order . of things,

e, cyclical
thn’ preslet’
SC?I} as the

qlﬁmate’lfeaﬁty ‘both it @niverse. and - belfeved, .thdt the lemh‘ Thus it 15
' 0" HER 96 the owillt - But the will is - mcarnatlon of  God whlclfnd e, ﬁnal
. e . e . } 18 , yet to
\\__/

H.€'D g,
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come will appear on the occasion jnthe
form..of -Kalin -Ayatar ridipg :a while
horse. - The great Symbolic Irish poet

of mordern Aage W.‘B Yeats - ecnoes

this very idea in his poem "Ihe Sec-

ond Coming ”* when -he-~ says—-

What, rough beast, - its; hour«eom;egg

« >'round atlast.. .o o+ - .
. Slouches towards Bethlehemh tol,be
- .borw.”

Thomas Curlyle the famous social* ;phile-
-sopher: of victorian period whe vehe-
mently opposed: the .. materialism --.of
‘modern ' society:. was -profoundly. influ-
“enced by ‘the  doctrines;;of -upanishads.

-Going. back - to Indiap:;influence
‘on: Greek ‘literature qunehatanlﬁ%’_ Deeds
:special:. mentien: There .is-a: striking
similarity ' between, Panchatantra gnd the
«Aesop’s Fdbles. ::The characters - of- Aeso-
p’s Fables are typically animals end-
owed with the power of Speech‘ and

" clothed in virture and vices of hum-

an beings same as in panchatantra.
The purpose of both these were to

teach a moral. ~ Although we donot

know the exact date
of panchatantra and the oriental influ-

of compilation

ence on Aesops Fables is "still'* deba’

table, “but considering the culturallink
between anciefit India- and Greece it
does not seem an imposfibility.  Pan-

clzatantra ‘has not only influenced the
Greek, . llterature but also found Wlde
popularity in Chma Spaln and parts
of Europe for its s:mphcnty of narra-
thD lu01d language and dldaetlc quallty

vroek w.

e The mﬂuence of the two great
epics - Ramayan and Mahabharat is per—-
haps Tndnas most substantlve “Contii-
butlon to World hterature ‘Ramayan"
is popular all over the world and has
been _trapslated mto almost a‘ll ma]or
languages of wor}d S0 far for lts com-
plex.. charactensatmn and reahstlc po-
trayal of human 'values in testing situ-
atlons llke ‘Ramayan’ ‘Mahabharat’ has
mdehble mark -on the
world hterature ﬁ Cons1dered as” the
longest verse eplc at the world oonsxs-
_ting. of -01e lakh couplets, _:Mahabha-
. rat has been translated mto m<§£e" than
forty languages so far for its rehglons

intent, variety of episodes and trea-

~also left an

~ tises "and - didactic quality:: .. . ..

Bhagvat Geeta which is a part
of Mahabharat is a dialogue between Arjuu
and Krishna represents the essence of
Hinduism much as the “Sermon on the
mount” presents the essence of the
chnstlamty "Lord Krishna's' “discourse
‘on" righteousness to Arjun in.Geetq has
great compatibility with christiap phi-
losophy an as a result Geezqg has found

H. C. D G College Magazm €y 95
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great favour w1th the westerners wln-
| o more than :

ch has been translated lnt

i

A

The Hmdu doctrme of . transtm-
ul ﬁnds on echo m “the

3gratron of so
1 the Great Roman

work of Lucretrous, .
f letters of ﬁrst Century B C I
‘is . work on the Nature of Thmgs wri-

.tten in . about 55
phllosoghy of ' Geeta that *world is
an illusion’ and soul in -imperishable,
T The great romantre poet -of. eig-

hteenth Century Wﬂham Wordsworth
p;rofouudly mjﬁﬁuenoed " by “the
‘dootrme of transmrgratron of soul of
. Geeta. Ip hls “Ode on Intlmatlons of
Immortahty from RecoIlectrons of Ear-
s:h,ll,,d,hOOd” wrrtten 1n 1807 ‘Hé- ex-
presses the 1dea of an uﬁconcro‘us iné-

f a pfeVIOUS eXIStence When he
AR N st

L

mory [

B C. he repeats the _

=Tu"V

© says—-— - LR a

Tw aNot i éntiré forget fulﬁess
‘Afid pot‘ihiutter nakedness, ™

9 Biit- trailing  clouds ‘of glory do

=392 -~

"E

I

O

!r_.v

“we come 5 -
Frém : God -“Who is our home.”
But: the® profoundest influence ‘of Ge-
eta on Wordsworth. finds expression
when : hei-8ays ¢ I 'sees-all in me and
me in all” explaining the omnipresence
.of Godwo .. T . T o
But in the modern world- litera-
" ture *India’s - decadent i'social - values
such as. Sati' or Casteism. and- religi-
. ous dfundameéntalsm or .poverty. in being
-highlighted. =7 But .'in’ the' -words of
~'Sctiopenhaum'says, “The influerice of San-
krit- literature >iwill penetrate not less
~ deeply ‘than''did thet revival ' of Greek
letters * in fifteeth - Century.” -~ g

‘).’ ._.. R ‘: R E . L "L‘,“v

T R VORI (R PR

Ngnanali:y is not . d tnatter of Pohtical frontzers or round) skuils and bro ad

\ moizes; but a matter of the heart and sowls

A v Rk P IO

K —Van Loon,
(The Story of mankznd)‘

%,
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THEORY |

(A PersPectwe Vlew)

i

Theqry plays an irnportant role.
in the. study of natural and social

sciences. Itisa systematic arrangeme-
nt of facts with respect to some
real or hypothetical laws. Moreover,

it is an exposrtlon of the general v'

or abstract prmcrples ‘of any scrence‘

or humanrty whrch have been derr-

ved from practrce

“THEORIA”—— whrch 1s the ori-

ginal Greek word for THEORY
hterally meant—seemg or beholdmg
or taking in. But it was

used by phnosophers like “Plato and
Aristotle in the sense of - searching
out mtellectuallv ‘the pI‘IDCIpleS that
comprrsed scgpistome” or scrence in-

ard sceing, through eye . of man.

'I'he THEOROS or the theorlst was

the man whose role 1t was.

Political theory is simply man’s
efforts to understand and solve the
preblems of his group and orgam-

aet ually _

.7 faaza/[czz anzéza

Lecture in Pohtzcal Sctence

zation. It is an intellectual tradition
and its history consists of - the evolu-“
tion. of man’s thought about political
problems and phenomena. Broadly it
is a thinking about politics or to poli-
tics. It may be definrd as a discipline.
to .investigate political probleme. ZIt
aims to relate: people; objects and ha-
ppenings Jinked with common good or
common public interest. The - most part
of the political ~theory is associ~
ated with a philosophic scientific tra-
dition and style of discourse, The ori-
gin of. political theory is very old.
Its origin can be -traced to the Sth ce-
otury B.C. So it is quite 1mpossible
to portray the whole nature of politi-
cal. theory. The nature of politycal- the-
ory stand as an extension of man’e
demands. ,

For the .Greeks the theory of
city was at once ethics, sociology and
economics as- well as politics, But .is
is also observed that the idaes or mean-

-

-~ HCDGO
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ings of a political theory is not alw-

ays static, and is not universally acc-

epted. It is an ideal’ arrangement ‘of

eveuts, doctrines resting merely on spe-

culatron, rcontemptlatron and supposi-
uon ‘ete. In’ ‘case of physical or natu-

ral “scienice basxcally deals with objects

Political theory mainly deals with sub-
jective .. values - of :state and society.-
So '§t.is value-oriemted, 'By and large.
it is used.to . realise -'and undérstand
political réality -and- condition @ef poli=,
tical events, -to-'imake -the events. easy
on 'thei basis .of -scientific knowledge
and analysisc “For Plato political  theo-.
1y is’ mataphysical insna_tur'e,z a branch:
of philosophy which deals with the nature-
of existence and of. knowledge.; He ap-.
pligs systematic - reasoning -and - c’ri‘tical‘
enquiry to political ideas and institu-
tions. -For him politics “is -an art. So
there is no difference between. politics
and ‘medical ‘sciénce'inits - “basi¢ prige
ciples. Sifice it is based on ‘knowledge:
for- which - he preached °Philosopher
King’ in his Republic. -For Aristotle.
§t.is a science of ‘behaviour. : The ba.
sic idea of his political theory -is ana-
lysis :systematic: observation of - political
pheénomieand.- Classification of “ideolo~
gies dnd fnstitutions are the basis fun-
ction of the political theorists.

‘His ana-

lysis of political theory is the out
come of values and norms of Greek

- city-states. Machiavelli follows the em-

pirical method of “observation. He
expounds a theory of the art of Go-
vernment rather than a theory of the
state, which deals political techrique
and - process. '
Morever political theory acts as
an 1deology, a government system, say
capitalist. - Theoretlcally it complies
free-trade, prlvate ownershlp etc. For
Wcstern socrologrsts l]ke Weldon the
nature of political theory is explana-
toiy’ wlnch explams pohtlcal events,
' and determme a" definits
meaning and expressron of propommn_
The meaning and deﬁnltlon ‘of the
concepts hke democracy, ohgarchy,
stocracy etc are vague and

concepts

ar l-

1nd1st1-'
There is no umversalrty in its

acceptance
Besrdes polrtrcal theory is used
to denote a sclentrﬁc system since e
i

is going through systematic *and me
thodologrcal analysrs observatlon

expl-
anatton and predtctlon to: any e p.t
natural or social " in natm»e A Velnd

™mo

Brecht opines that the knowle dge of l
0

scientific amalysis cap transform
to another. one

i 1

’Dav1dv Easton. ﬁnds faults ‘not

/
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Wlth contemporay polrtrcal theory ‘but

" With' the entire polltrcal theory as it RE

had developed SO far. A theory ‘not

only deals with values but facts also It -
has certam elements factual or descri- theory
_pure or casual the- °

o sophers

ptrve statement

ory whrch tries to find out the ass-
| " umed relatlonshrp between facts “and
" value - theory, - which lays down the -
mter related statements of preferences. .

Natural Sczence—physms, chemrstry
“or socrology have already reached
“the. mature stage ‘of’ developmg a the-
ory ; but 'so faras’ “$ocial” sciences
are concerned economics is perha‘psl 5
- the only discipline om which some
semblance of a theory has been evo-
lved. Political sciences is centuries
behrnd natural sclences and decades
behmd economlcs in theory bulldmg
“All” the qnants in the history of poli-
tical “theory appear to have held str-
ong views regarding the borning pub-
lic issues of their time.
_ Say orrgm of the state— Wlnch is
“sfill ‘a mysjery. " Onee it was bélicved *

sent form of state 1s the prodnct of

.“y'l

So “the - con-
tammg idea or meamng of a pohtrcal
or phenomanon is not always
statlc accepted by “the pohtrcal philo-
Sincs a pohtrcal' phenomenon
by jtsty Various nature can’t be sub_]ected
to" ‘any rigorous study Human ‘beha-

vrour whether mdlvidual or soc1a1 can’t

’ be studred with ‘the obJectlvely whlch is

~ mecessary m the aquisition "of scientific

* khowledge. If ‘an - effort is made to
“detach - the pohtrcal ‘character from - the
economic social or natural character it
wouldn’t be possible to understand po--
litical aspect of its true nature.

All great political philosophers in
the past— Mlll Bentham Burke Rousse-

" au, Montesqule, Locke ' Hobbes,” Spinoza

and even Plato and Aristole wrote with
a practical purpose with a view to in-
fluence actual political behaviour of
state ‘and society to justify a political
system Pohtxcal theory Plato to Marx
or Mlll was essentlally a branch of

0 be Divine; is the product of So: ‘" mioral or ethics.” Fér’ Mar theory is

cial Contract ; Some take it as gro-
‘wth of fanhily, -while - for*othets it-is
the product of brute force. For rati-
 onalists. it is the product 'of evolutign. "
But it is most accepted that the pre-

-

not only descriptive or esplanatory but

“iHe: neceseary weapon demolition of

_class society and a blue-print for es-
qtabhshmg -2 Bew world. Hobbes - in his
Leviathan was guided mgre. by practical

1 C. D. G. Collegé: Magazine, °95

varrpus “social" factors ‘broughf together
" with the passage of time.

]
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than philosophical consideration.
Up to the begmmng of the 19th

century there was no distinction between

facts and values. Individuals change,
progrees,
the key concepts

the 19th century political philesophers.

reason freedom— these were

But the key comcepts used by the so-
cial and political writers of today are
disintegration, decline,
insecunty breakdown and instability of

_ disorganiz-tion,
social phenomena.

Though controversies arise in
the evolution of political theory, but

|8

in the writings of

it can be summed up that theory is

a generalised statement summarising

the real or supposed action of a set
of »variables These may be depend-
ent or independent. It may be inte-
rvening also. Theery does not dema-
nd a proper and universal shape. It
may cover a macro or micro aspect
of a«golitical system, phenomenon. Its
very nature may be abstract, formal
or concrete, Expectation is that the
hindrances of a theory building in po-
litical science will wither away since
man is 8 problem solving animal,

The next war will be fought with atom bombs, ‘the ome after that wish b
| ows

and arrows.

—Harod Urey.
(American Physicist)

The inhabitants of the earth are of two sorts; those with brains by
Ko reli-

gion, and those with religion, but mo brains.

t

(Abul Alal-Marri, an Arab Poes
. of 11t cen )

The mind is its own place, and in itself can make a hegyep of hel]
a hell

of Hheaven, .

—John Miltop.
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tHe I3V SF Arthur ° Dunkels: Draft jon
Apiil' P5i21994. 1A tréat> was  signed::
by 117° fember dotmitriesYineluding India; +
at Fthe - higkoitc ﬁiéé“r“ngﬂfid “.Matakesh;
Mgr!oééb - Fpé& tredly 'is Jito cieate Haem-

world'! Trade' - Orgaflisation - 2 (WT0) Vo /
sticcesd ! GATT 5t Serve < as - theoedhied.
phiflii 16P%4né: Preston:  Wosds’ system; -
along with the TMF“and - TBRD" 6r.
Wolld -Bark; '#hidrdér’ to moniter vtrade
and: résolve disputes! before. 'they . can:
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said that this new international trade
treaties are likely to bring in increased
trade among th, natlons who. would be,
ratifying this agreement
GATT _chief, Peter $utherland the agr-
eement means ‘mo(;e trade more invest-
ment more’ “jobs- “and large income gro-
wth for all”. In a nutshell, under the
new- agreement - import . dutles would be
cut- byrall nations srgmng thls agree-

meht by :one-third,. .the

would be' slowly .opened-up, the texulem
trade will become queta free after. ten

Atcording to:

i.

service sector -

years; and that trade m agrrcultural\

products among the natlons wrll get a
big -boost, ; - Economlst ~ have estrmated '

that trade hberahzatlon holds out the

promise of expandlng global output by "

six. trilion, over the Jext. decade

- The 'signing of ghe GATT_ agree-

ment has raised, lots of contr_oversres in

India. - Most/ of the cnntroversigs rela-

te ..to ; the: field, of agricultuze, and- pn-.
.Some , of thev

marily related to drugs

opposition political , parties are of the

view that GATT. has not adequately

addressed India’s concerns- related to

trade in textiles, agricultural seetor and
the patent regime. ’

the ' criticism labelled
is said

- Considering
against agricultural. sector, it

that the occord will force the govern-

\

ment to reduce subsidies given to
the farmers. The farm subsidies ( which

.1ncluds fertilizer subsrdy etc. ) are to

- be reduced by 20 percent over a period

of six years. How ever, the agree-
ment provides a subsidy level of 10
percent value of the agricultural pro-
duce. Presently the government of
India .provides subsidy ., whnchmmcludes
seed subsidy, ‘Minimum suport  price,
minimum procurement price and  food
subsidy which does not . -exeed 10 per- |
cent -of the . value of the . produce )
There . is an, apprehensxon, if the . gap )
between domestic and mternatlonal . pri-
ces.-of fopd gains narrow down the .
scope for. the subs1dy .may .also red- |
.:The,; government of Indja’ §. con-
tentlonr is that the subsrdy part.. rela- |
ted: to farm subsndy Only and ;hance |
public, distribution system (PDS) Wlllk
not be aﬂ‘ected . by the 5
Although fear is being expresseel beca
use of a statement iy the draff a
eemept ‘that government will have .
procure farm products at m
ces and sell them: at, 1hiked
" The government,.of In
ample opportunity to increg
ports of -agricultural
India’s farm subsidy 1Is)ms(tilllllct :o e
wer the

greemem

to
ar ket pri
Pl'lces |
dia have
Se its ex-

an the allowabje 10 percent, In f
1 fact,

H,C. b. G. College Magazme, 95
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if.India, wishes,. she. can loer than _
by mcreasmg

its-pcost, of. prod;ucts
the subsidy. Only. the European agrl-

cultual countnes will be eﬁ‘ected to
some extent by tlns stxpulatron “In

fact, ;Indian farmers can Iook forWa.
rded to taping. the world market for
farm produce because of 1ts, low cost
of production with the lowerrng of
tariffis on farm produce

Another controversy anses out
of th,e prowsron 18 that the govern- '
ment will have to. nmport 3 percent E
of, dorgestlc demand for agncu]tural i
products, _whlch 1s presently valrd for'

| six years., The Govt

251 :
ever, feels that thns provrslon is not

apphcable as it CD_]OYS a balance of
,_payment ( pOP) covet.

that GATT proposals. still strpulate that -
coun ries facing BOP cnsrs “tike Indla -

need not oped up their market to’
farm, produce So there is nothrng to

;worry on this count

The most controversml aspect is
the patenting of seeds. An opperha-

nsion prevails among our farmers
_that they will be forced to buy their

' seeds from mult1nat10na1 Compames

. But the seeds being used by majo='

rity of our farmers . have elther been

developed in Indiad agricultural uni-

It niay  be’

versrtres and 1nst1tutes like ICAR or at
1nternat1?nal mstltutes Whrch areSnot: “pa-
tented, "However, we must not. foget
that India have much advanced facilities
for' research and developments and could
qulckly bypass the - developing countries
in terms - of advancement of research
and development of imporved varities and
products.” The agricultural - research in-
stitute should now concentrate more or
research particularly breeding to findout
hlgh yeilding - varities of seeds "to face

the threat of intellectual property nghts
of GATT agreement

| Indna was hopmg that textilé trade
would be integrated wrthm theGATT
and the present quota system for textile
trade uader the Multifibre' arrangement
would be abolished. Though textile frade
has. now become part of GATT yet
the quota system would bé aftér “ten
years.. India can look forward to - the
abolmon of quota system wrthm the
time frame,, and ~can use this penod
to modermse its textlle mdustry ‘and
make it more efficient so-that it can
take on Icountrles like China, ‘Taiwan,
Thanland Mezico etc wl:nch have large
stakes in textile exports. r
As regards the patenting 'of . -drug
and pharmaceutical products India along
wnth other developmg countries has not

15
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_provision. .
that

succeeded . in ,__stalling this .
The: fear have, been expressed
tﬁe pricenof - drugs in India and. other

‘developing: < countries would rise. This

is “'true. only;cito. 3 certain : extent,
240 ma-
in India

because 90 percent of the

jor allopathic ndrugs used
were! developed  more thany20
~ago«on which 1O patent: law would
apply. The GATT agreement proposals

regarding patent of :drugs states that

it would be applicable to new drugs

that would be developed in the next
few. years. If the prices qf ~drugs 3rise

¢ is.also the .responsibilities of our
drug industry to strengthen its resea-

rch and get patents for its drugs.

The government' has denied the fact
thaf the domestic drug indusi_;ry will”*
face closure. while foreign companies
will gain monopoly. "It is said that’
the natib__nal drug industry, wlf%ich has
grown to international levels, 15 ,capa-.
ble to face the new challanges.

years

Regarding - the povisions of TRIMS

( Trade Related Investment Measures)

under GATT;y . it 18 feared' that  the
foreign multinations would . enter the
country and grab the whole econo-
my oyersthrowing the pative industr-
ies. (But the government of India
olarifies _that ‘It is enterely up to uS

to cieci’&'e' in which areas"we'permit
foreign im;‘restment and in whi@h areas
this is not to be permitted. ‘The-agree-
ments only require that ‘once’a parti-
cular entity approved by our authori-
cos 18 established -1 it should not'be
discrimina‘.te‘d against compared" to - our
national entities” “” |

To keep pace with the cha‘ngibg
world economic situationi, “the ~ govern-
ment of India, i‘n' Ayiéw of this'develo-
pments and compulsibn'of the ecomomy
e reformulated ts economic  strate-
gy, which is better known as New Eco-
pomic "!'policy or Economié “'réforms
progr'ammes that include Fiscal ‘correc-
tion, structural reforms and reforms ‘of
tax structure and monetary system. The
NEP, in brief is }th:e strategy of ‘libera-
lisation, privatisation and glohéil{s'ati'dn.
By abolishing industrial licencing, remo-
ving MRTP restrictions’ on expansion
of large industrial houses, ~allowing
unfettered entry of private sector, libet-
alising foreign investment dismantling
of inefficient and distorted trade restri-
ctions and moving towards' fiull conver-
tibility of the rupee ‘and marke! dever-
mination of foreign exchangs 'rates ; the
Goverment has brought "in-greater flexi-
bility of €conomic activity,

Moreover
the World Bank in

its recent bulletin

H .G. D. G. College Magazine, 95
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appreciated the Indian Government’s

economiz reforms which are taken sin-
ce 1991

scenario.

to resturcture its economic
However, lihiralisation unitia-
NEP and the

open invitation to the multinationals as

ted in the wake of our

a part thereof to participate in our ambi-
tious and multi dimensional programmes

of economic transformation seem to have
sparked off the current phase of con-

troversy. As regards performance of

multinationals in India from the view
point of net inflow of foreign capitals,
establishing new _industries, transmilting
resources,
skill

of physical amd social infratucture, re-
quired for rapid progress of a develop-
ing couniry, the picture at once turns
but to be extremely dismal. Studies
on foreign collaboration by the Res:rve
Bank of India reveal that “Firms with

foreign equity participation have taken
out more foreign exchang in the form

technology and manr geral

and building up

of dividends, interest payments royalities,

3

other technical fees and imports than

they have frought in through import of
foreign capital foreign loans and expo-
rts”. Thus the developing countries must
evolve effective guidelines for regulating
and wherever needed, controlling the multi-
faceted functioning of the multinations

The new market-friendly eco-
nomic policies aee expected to contri-
bute to the country’s repaid economic
developments and strengthen our econo-
mic position  internationally. Lessons
of development also do not porvide
any conclusive evidence whether adjust-
ment to the market-friendly approch ceuld
work efficiently in low income countries.
.One important lesson the world has
recieved in the past decade ‘is that adj-
ustment efforts -and economic reforms

take time to yield results To conclude

it is a task for the policy makers of
India, to restructure the Indian econo-
my keeping in mind the different eco-
nomic conditions of the country and it
must be a result oriented one. ®

Women have the logic of emotion, men have the logic of reason. The twe are

complimentary and mostly in opposition.

L) .
But the woman’s logic of emotion is no

less real and inexorable than the man’s logic of neason. It only works differently

[Give Her g Patten]

—D H. Lawrence.
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Shri Hemanta Khanikor.

H. S. II year.

Love, the una@fz'zzaéﬁe stands Sot
Lot of  joys,

Oeean
Valley of union ot sepetation,

Cnd of Lfe
Evergone, loves someone, somewlhete
Do they understand what if means?

For
ot
From far, or near

Come Lot as. fall in love,
Tpd find out.

A new meaning of if
s thewe is nothing like
Falling in love

C‘J/r S5022OTUS

some ifs pé- _y.sz'ca[,

a wlafonic ezpetience.

ofbers

efaedocle

UWenderful Veild

Miss Biju Borthakur
T.D.C Il Year

Fovs e cves drosded
Flow wondorful this world is 2
%&5% /’-.{';-’eafd maf/bwfzb loasdy,
Cotowsed  lords /éaé‘%f 16/05t63.
Mito it lewaulious misst
Croors scvots, lue Hitls
Fortite donids Cand ollips

2 M & mate ous éw‘n/
%’%f and 1k, _
W [ I s, pianted
ws all this
Jﬁ/i'l 1o a;fmm/w ¢t 2RUAY 11205 llss
2 pifls, Ao clemsints
Gl lo
o il T our sxistines 1

/f;/ﬂ’lﬁ and a{ma%ég ze,

{a Ié&’?z caie

bt

My Dream Girl

Sri Ranjan Gogoi
T.D.CGoylI fYear

ghe pillaz of. my dzeams
Day and TNight

g see you closing my eyes

/lnd heat you in silence

Lije seems an endless dzeam

Sweet in union and bittez
Jgn sepezation.

Qom Cong, How Clong

affaic in

Wiéé this

Dzeams continue ?

Giow foz is MY dteam
Fzom zeality ?

zoald to zealisation

45 the

74_5 shott as the gap between

My - deeam and bzeaking of it oz

semain a deeam

gt woubd

*_-/Ind cteznally so ?

»

What are you afraid of :—

Collected by Goutom Chetia, H.S. II Year

Agrophobia — Fear of open spaces.
Claustrophobia — Fear of closed spaces
Algophobia — Fear of pain.
Dendrophobia ~ — Fear of trees.
Hydrophobia ~ — Fear of water.
Xenophobia — Fear of strangers.
Phobophobia ~ — Fear of fear.
Ailurophobia ~ — Fear of cats.
Cyﬂophobia — Fear of dogs.

Arachnophobia — Fear of spiders.

Zoophobia —- Fear of animals.
Dromophobia — Fear of crossing' road.s
Trypanophobia — Fear of “injectionps.
Necrophobia ~ — Fear of dead bodies.
Ergophobia ~ — Fear of work.
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RAGGING — A Social Disease

Ragging is a common practice ori-
ginated in England about three hund-
red and fifty years back, threugh which
the semior students of an educational
institution get themselves introduced to
the new comers. Its aim is no doubt praise
worthy, But the approach is mere or less
defective. The approach should be with
in a peaceful and courteous atmcsphere.
But in real practice this is not the case.

For the l:st few years we have
observed that the degree of ragging espe-
cially in college hostels reached its peak.
Ragging now a days means nothing but

‘Anil Dutta
T.D.C 1I year

of the home where sympathy kindness,
love and attention should be the gui-

ding stars But ragging creates an envi-
ronment where the seniors and the new
comers become jealous of each-other,
which hampeis unity and ruins the study
environment. :
The new-comers are tortured in the
most inhuman methods by the senjors
not only mentally but also physically. As
a consequences the life of g ragged stu-
dent becomes quite miserable and pain-
full. They found themselves helpless and

some of them under compulsion giye up

as well as a social disease it is like a
communicable disease from the point of
view that inspite of almost universal cri-
ticism and codemnation the act of ragg-
ing has been passing on from one batch
of students to another. Today’s juniors
become tomorrow’s seniors ; the victim
turoed perpetiator. :

There cannot be two openions

about the fact that stalitily and progress
of the society depends much upon the
students who are the future citizens.
So their action should be socially aimed.

They should realise that ragging is too

much injurious to the health of the

society as well as to the healthy grow'h

of one’s personality.

All that glisters is mot gold
Often have you heard that told

Many a mand his life hath sold

But my outside to hehold.

teasing and torturing sometimes 1o less pursuing studics pushing themselyes o # Q0 —Shakespeare.
than sodomy to the new comets which wards darkness morevers, there are repo- ¢ \
brings about so many social problems. rts of some of the siriously ragged stud- \
The act of ragging has now become ents becoming mentally unblanced and
one of the gerious social diseases. even go to the extent committing suicide. .
The environment of the educatio- From the above discussion it beco- |
nal fnstituticn sheuld be similar to that mes crystal clear that ragging i5 a crime | ST T A alivg O @
o ; 5.3 e, 1 H.C. D. G, College Magazine, ’95 ' 21
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Editorial

-

I am ‘lmmensly dehghted ‘to put “before you ' this volume of our

‘college magazme and I take this opportumty to thank all without whose
active and sincere co*upefat{on this magazma

light of day. ;

would not have seen the

The college magazine is an important vehicle for the intellectual
and litarary development of students. But the college must have -a - congenial
atmosphere so that this latent creative talent of stunents can be deleloped,
The college magazine is definitely a fraitful step in this direction as it provides
an avenue for those raw articles of the students which otherwise would never
have been in any way, seen in print. But with a growing sense of disinteregt
and awe for literature it has become hart to pursual my friends to contribute
articles. They rightly or wrongly feel that literature has no real utility in the
modern materialistic world. History teils the story of past, politics teaches usg
the science of government, economics enables us to plan our finances and to
put commerce and mdustr;- "on "'d’ sound footing,’ logic arms us to reason
better and study of philosophy puts us in‘a ‘pesition to solve problems of

life and morality. But" where does literature put us 71

This brings us to a fundamental question” : ' What is education 9

Broadly speaking it means the development of mind, bringing out the latent

powers in us and giving them proper training. If this be tpg generally
accepted aim of education we must test the value of every branch of study
and see how for it helps to broaden and sharpen the mind, Tpe primary

aim of science as a subject is to add to the keeness of our intelject, Literature

H. C. D, G. College Magazine, 95 5

we understand life better.

- my effort.

~ the manuscript,

too liike any other practical subject, makes us place ourselves in imagining

situations -aud learn to react in a. ratlonal way. Thus, by reading . literature
Our everyday environment has a narrowing effect
We are interested only in our immediate surroundings and these have
a tendency to cramp our -souls,

on us.

Literature is a means of a escape from this
prison of stunted views and through it we widen our horizon of outlook.

The college magazine helps in creatmg a . literary awareness among:
the students which is so vital ‘in broadening their outlook

Many people have extended their kind Co-operation at various stages
of the publication of this magazine. I am gratefut to our esteemed Prmc1pal.
Mr. D.'D. Neog and /Secretary- Mr. B. C. Dutta for thelr moral and ﬁnanc1a1
help. I am thankful to those respected te ac]r;ers who have Contributed
informative articles accepting my request generously. I am also deeply grateful

to my, f‘nends who have helped me in whatever possible ‘way. they , .can in

{

I must make a special mention of the help extended by my

respectéd teacher Mr. Sudhir Kumar Das. Advisor. English ' Section in . drafting

Painstakingly. ' I am glad to put in your hands the fruit

of ofr -collective labour for your perusal.

Thanks, 18T - e
: Nabin Chandra Gogoi
~ Editor.
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