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Editor’s Note

The attitude of the people towards ‘History’ is changing slowly
in the present day world. History cannot be considered today as ‘a
pile of dead leaves or a collection of dusty arte-facts but as a pool,
sometimes benign, often sulfurous, that lies under the present, silently
shaping our institutions, our ways of thought, our likes and dislikes.’
People are now able to realize the power of history. They can
understand it well that history is not a dead subject. Karl Marx has
made an important remark :‘Men make their own history but they do
not make it just as they please; they do not make it under
circumstances directly encountered, given and transmitted by the
past.' We generally read history to understand ourselves better: but
more importantly we should use to read it to understand the others
too. At present history has gradually lost its popularity as a universal
history. People are today much interested on local history only. History
thus becomes ethnic in character. Everybody loves the history of their
own community. The cultural and language differences among the
different communities gives birth to a new line of ethno-history but g|
these are not encouraging for the geographical integrity of the country,
It has widened the difference among the communities because they
begin to think that their culture, language and customs are different to
that of the other community so they are no way linked with anyone.

- Therefore, these communities have raised their demand that their
~ culture, custom and language are not safe under the rule of others

and in order to preserve and protect their own culture and customs
they should get separate home space. The search for one’s own root
bya community has, no doubt, enriched the field of history ang helped
to discover many unfolded truth of ancient past but it has divided the
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people on the basis of community. Every community now raises a
demand for an imagined home space on the basis of its local history.
In this way the concept of total history of the entire nation or country
has lost its relevance day by day because a tendency has already
grown up among the people that they like to read history of their own
community only and do not like to read others’ history. Such attitude
has increased the mistrust and misunderstanding among various
communities that ultimately leads to the communal or ethnic conflict
in nook and corner of the world. Our North-east region has already
turned into a hot spot of such ethnic conflicts. Thus, history may als..o
bring division among the people because the truth of.past eve.nts is
sometimes very harsh to a particular nation or a society. So, in the
process of writing history of own community one must bg yery cgreful
so that it would not hurt the emotions of other communities. It is our
sincere effort by this journal to bring out the facts and truth of some
such virgin areas which have enough scope for research with a
scientific approach within the historical framework

| take the privilege to offer my heartiest thanks to Dr.
S'K-Borgohain, principal of this college for his encouragement for
Publishing this issue of journal. | extend my sincere regards and
Sratitude to the members of the Editorial Board, particularly to Mr.
s'R-Sarrnah, and Gitali Saikia but for whose valuable suggestions
and advice it would not be possible for us to bring out this volume..l
3:; also hig!"y grateful to those who have enriched this issue by their
Pfi:?s:/e articles. Finally, | am thankful to the owner and workers of th:

fami| orld Offset Printers and all the members of my entire f:olleg_
Y. We will consider it highly rewarding if the aim with which thi$

Jo
" um §| has been brought out is fulfilled at least a little in the field of
Storica) fesearch.

Tarun Gogol
Editor

Research Journal of Itihas Adhyayan Chakr@
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Nineteenth Century British Imperialism
in the Naga Hills: A study in
historical Perspective

Mr. Siddhartha Pait

Introduction: The Naga relationship with the plain dwellers underwent
transformation after middle of the nineteenth century, when the British
appeared on the scene with intensive colonial motives. The British
carried out their so-called frontier policy into the Naga Hills with the
intension of ‘civilizing’ and ‘pacifying’ the turbulent tribes. It was the
knowledge of anthropology and sociology that enabled the British to
go deeper into the origin of the Nagas and understand their natural
characteristics. It contributed to their advantage in realizing the drive
for imperialism. Civilizational expansionism inspired the British to
venture into the hills. They had superior resource base and logistics
which made their progress into the frontiers fast and sturdy. Itis obvious
that the Ahoms deliberately avoided any expansionist policy into the
Naga Hills. A friendly relationship between the Ahom subjects and the
Naga tribes took place in the duars(passes) of the Patkai foothils.
Economic reasons and bouts of xenophobe resulted in frequent
clashes between the Ahoms and the Nagas, but they were mostly
localized in nature. In-spite of having sufficient resources ang might,
the Ahoms did not speculate expansionist policy in the Naga Hills. Nor
did they take any measures to bring changes in the conservative society
of the Nagas. The policy was to subjugate and conciliate. When Upper
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Assam was restored to the Ahom king Purandar Singha, he asserted
successfully his right to share the salt springs with the Nagas who
paid tributes to the Ahoms. They also shared bheels(wetlands) and
khats(estates) which comprised the basic source of sustenance. After
the British nterference strategy in the Naga Hills changed spreading
the policy of imperialism in the garb of ‘civilizing’ intentions.

Early British interventions: Relationship between the Nagas and
the plain dwellers had gone for a change after the coming of the British.
Similarly, the British-Naga relationship is largely the account of the
British and the Naga dwellers of south and south western part of the
Patkai valley and Burrail ranges. During the British period the Nagas
continuously raided the plains of Assam, for the purpose of head-
hunting and pillaging British subjects in the plains. The British came
into contact with the Nagas with a series of explorations for finding out
a regular communication route between Manipur and Assam through
the hills. In 1832, Captain Jenkins and Pemberton headed a party of
700 Manipuri soldiers and labours from the Manipur valley via
Samaguting and the Dhansiri to Jamuna. They were resisted by the
Angami and the Katcha Nagas.? In order to protect the British territory,
the British had to take up few armed expeditions into the Naga territory.
At first the whole of Naga territory area was constituted into a sub-
division under Nowgong district with Asaloo as sub-divisional
headquarters. British officers were established permanently in the
Angami country which had stopped their annual raids upon the British
territory. Tours of Lieutenant Gregory and his successor Captain Butler
not only pacified the tribes but also convinced them of the peacefV!
attitude of the British. In 1841, Lieutenant Bigge befriended the leadind
tribes of the northern slopes of the hills around Dimapur. Hé also
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opened salt depots at Dimapur and fixed Dhansiri as the boundary
between the Nagas and the British. Mr. Grange, Sub Assistant at
Nowgong, proposed roads to Manipur across the Hills. He once
subdued the unruly Angamis of Mozemah and Konemajh and entered
into written understanding with them.* When British rule was further
extended into the Naga territory it became necessary to carve out a
Naga district separately from the plains of Assam. The relation between
the Ahoms and the Nagas was maintained through confederations
periodically held in the Ahom capital. It was established mainly on
trade purpose by the Nagas with the Ahoms and in return the former
restrained from committing outrages in the plains. To check territorial
encroachment from both the side permanent embankments known
as Naga bund(embankments) were raised on the ground between
the Naga Hills and the plains of the Ahom kingdom. The British too
recognised the embankments as boundary between Assam and the
Naga territory. The history of British-Naga relationship is mostly
confined to the Nagas of south and south western Nagas of southern
Brahmaputra valley and Burrail(Barail) range. The British had to take
over the Naga territory after they failed to appease the Nagas completely
by following the policy of non-interferénce.

In 1835, British controlled areas of the North Cachar Hills which
constantly suffered from Naga intrusions and raids. The British
government conceived that the duty of controlling the hostile Nagas
devolved jointly upon Tularam and the Manipuri states, as the two
powers held jurisdiction on at least some portions of the Naga Hills. it
was therefore proposed that a line of posts to protect his subjects
should be established by Tularam and Manipur at Semkhor ang along
the Naga frontier.s The British Naga relations from 1832 to 1850
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prominently featured in some ‘military promenades’ of the Brtitsh in
the Naga Hills. Internecine feuds among the Nagas often resulted in
armed conflicts which paved the way for British intervention. Early
' British contact with the Nagas came when Captain Brodie, the Principal
Assistant to the Governor General of India was deputed to restore
peace in the Hills. He dealt with the villages contiguous to the plains
in the southern slopes of the eastern hills dwelt in by the Boree Nagas
of Changoi and Jangroong. British relationships with the Borees,
according to Captain Brodie, was more direct and intimate. But
perpetual quarrels took place between different villages and clans
among the Nagas which showed dangerous tendencies to spread
down the plains, particularly in the revenue paying villages. Captain
Brodie also gives evidence of head hunting in the villages and large
buildings or morungs, in one of them accounting to 130 trophies. So
he suggested that the British government should enter into a formal
agreement with the tribes and exact a small annual tribute as token of
submission, so they can have control over the tribes. The communities
dwelling in the west of the Hills were more disorganised. Though they
maintained the principle of democracy, the authority over the villages
could not be maintained in right order resuilting in frequent clashes. In
1849 the Namsang Nagas committed extortion in the plains killing few
British subjects. It was at this point of time Captain Brodie appeared
in to control the affairs in the Hjjg In 1851 Banfera Nagas committed
murder in the Dhodar Al in Sibsagar district. Lotha Nagas inflicted
atrocities in Barpathar killing several persons. In 1853-54 an outbreak

disturbed the border inhabitants of the plains.” Besides those recorded
incidences many other incidents of atrocities took place in the plain®
Where the tribes held responsible. The Nagas of Mezoma 2"
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Khonoma also reported to have smuggled guns and muskets from
neighbouring Manipur to defend against clan rivalry. Soon after these
developments the government policy towards the tribes had to be
changed. Non- interference became the rule and British officers were
not encouraged to visit the hills or resume contact with the tribes as
the matter of security. In 1861 the duars(pass) were closed to Naga
traders which caused distress among the Boree Nagas of Tablung,
Jaktung, Khamsang and Namsang. They raised barricades in large
numbers to resist local wars that frequently erupted following land
disputes. British officers Lieutenant Vincent and Lieutenant Campbell
raided few villages in Mezoma and seized guns and ammunitions.
From 1851 to 1865 the British followed a policy of non-intervention
towards the Naga tribe which was abandoned after 1866. British
officers Lieutenant Vincent and Lieutenant Campbell raided few villages
in Mezoma and seized guns and ammunitions. (Mackenzie, p. 96-
97)The British also compelled the Nagas of Jotsoma and Chidima to
Pay tributes to the British. The armed intervention of the British in the
Naga Hills commenced to ward off armed conflicts. For the
Convenience of administration and maintenance of peace in the hills
the Naga Hills District was formed in 1866. The Naga Hills district
boundary was notified in 1867 and Lieutenant Gregory establisheq
the headquarters of the Naga Hills district at Samaguting(Chumukedin),
dominated by the Zemi Nagas. The former Sub-division headquarters
of North Cachar hills at Asaloo was abolished. The eastern boundary
was the Doyang or Rengma river and Northern boundary touched the
confluence of Doyang and Dhansiri. Parts of south Cachar hills, the
East Khas;i hills, Jayantiya hills, Nowgong and northern banks of
Dhansiri river inhabited by Angami Nagas formed the Naga Hils district.
But it was too far for effective administration and Supervision from
-11-
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Samaguting over the newly created Sub-division of North Cachar Hills.
The entire area covered by the Sub-division was transferred from
Nowgong district and placed under newly formed Cachar district. The
North Cachar Hills district was inhabited by the Zemi Naga and the
Cacharis. The first district of Naga Hills consisted of those areas only
which were adjacent to the plains where a certain amount of loose
administration was exercised by the British. But there was still a wide
tract of un-administered Naga territory extended from Kapili on the
west to Buri Dihing on the East.

It was in 1866 that Cecil Beadon strongly advocated and
inaugurated the ‘forward policy’ in the Naga Hills. Initially the forward
policy was not the result of a conscious policy adopted by the British
government neither it was the policy to extend the British suzerainty
over the hills. It was adopted as a means to control the turmoil often
reported in the hills bordering the plains of Assam. In the 1860s the
situation was such that huge areas of revenue land in the plains were
parceled out among the neighbouring hill tribes by the plain dwellers,
8ither to prevent raids from the tribes or due to availability of extensive
land for cultivation compared to low labour supply. The British to check
the rapid lose of land to the hill tribes adopted the policy to carry out
slow penetration into the hills. Gradually it opened the floodgates of
Wes‘tem imperialism in the hills of Assam. In the Naga Hills the policy
attained significance after the establishment of British headquarters
:: S::;:Z:ZTQ, west of Present day Kohima. The Nagas were repolfe:
forces wore :t ar‘1d anxious to become British protectorate.® Arme

ationed at the headquarters to prevent inter-tribe feud

amo
and In 9st the Nagas which was rampant. Roads were constructed
Inked for extension of trade.
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Influence of tea cultivation and other economic necessities: With
the extension of tea cultivation the relations between the planters and
the Nagas deteriorated which demanded few innovative political
arrangements in the frontiers. In the borders of the southern part of
Lakhimpur and Sibsagar(Sivasagar) districts the revenue jurisdiction
extended from Jaipur to Gabharuparbat and from there, the Naga bund
coinciding with the inner line in subsequent years, runs up to a point
on the Doyang. It is identical with the historic Dhodar Aliand Ladoigarh
Path. Many tea growers occupied lands south of the British revenue
areas even at the expense of paying revenue to the Naga chieftains.
The relations between the British planters and the Nagas in the east
deteriorated and friction arose frequently regarding ‘boundaries, rent
and tribute’. The character of the planters in the Naga foothills became
more bold and assertive over legal rights. They acted at their discretion
which endangered the security of the frontier tribes which led to violent
upsurge from the Nagas. The then Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagar,
A.E. Campbell, felt the necessity of a settled boundary with the Nagas
in order to take a conciliatory policy towards them. William Grey, the
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, recommended extension of Act 33 to
the frontier hills of Assam including areas held by the Europeans. Since
the planters and the tribes in the frontiers were intermixed it was
necessary to bring those areas under the control of law and tribunays,
It was some sort of a measure to check the European settlers from
coming into conflict with the frontier tribes. The British policy makers
considered it essential to define some line within which the jurisdiction
of the Act can be imposed.?The hill tribe problems forced them to
create a barrier between the hill and the plains which would reduce
contact and conflicts. This was done 1873 Regulation called
‘Regulation for Peace and Good Governance' of certain districts on

-13-
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the eastern frontiers. This official demarcation between the hills and
the plains was commonly called ‘Inner Line Regulation’ suggested by
Arthur Hobhouse. The inner line did not define any territorial jurisdiction
of the British territory. Rather it referred to the extent of an area within
which the administrative guidelines, land revenue regulations and
judicial laws of the British government was followed. It turned out to
be effective in the initial years of its implementation since no Naga
raid was reported down the inner line till 1888.1° But the line system
ran into trouble in that year with the Nagas when the chief of the
Borduaria Nagas raided a village on the Dilli river near Joypur, in the
southeastern part of upper Assam and took away a British subject.
The Nagas later killed the subject whereupon the Deputy
Commissioner of Dibrugarh (headquarters Lakhimpur district) stopped
Paying posa(a kind of tribute) to the Nagas. With the expansion of
€conomic activities in the borders, the British and the plain dwellers
Came into contact with the hill tribes which sometimes resulted in
clashes. The British government followed the policy of non-interference
with the Nagas that minimized the chances of involvement in the Naga
affairs. Sometimes the tribes descended to steal scrap iron from mine
or railway workshops, for making spears and sther domestic
implements.*'Later on the opening and expansion of coal mines and
development of plantation industries benefitted the Naga tribes. The
:’::‘t?:ri:r; :; th'e tea gardens in upper Assam continued along the

_ employment of the hill people by the planters also gaveé

b:i:\: ‘:::; Quarrels, though the disputes were resolved successfully
was anotheroﬁcers' The extension of tea gardens in upper-Assam
of Lakhimpurumque .phenomenon of the British rule. The tea planfers
Some paying rand Sibsagar took up lands south of the revenue lin€:

evenue to the government and others to the Naga chiefs-
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Police assistance was sought by the planters in every little difficulty
that faced and the government intervened on what course it should
adopt."?Such practices became more prominent after the position of
North-East India looked eminently bright in the late 19" century and
early part of 20t century with a share of 26% profit in the tea sector.
The hill slopes and duars proved more profitable for tea cultivation
with 47% of the profit share. ** British ‘economic strategy in the Naga
hill was well founded which amply supported their imperial interest.
Mr. Philips, Superintendent of Assam Company supported hill
éonnection of railway lines in the Golaghat tract. Mr. Molesworth,
Consulting Engineer, Government of India observed:

There are rich tracts of land suitable for tea along the line of
I ailwa}'-..especially the Dimapur valley and such a line would
undoubtedly revolutionise upper Assam..."*

The British nourished the ambition of opening tea gardens
under government initiatives along the foot of the Naga Hills. It rapidly
€Xpanded in the southern part of upper Brahmaputra valley which leg
to the encroachment of areas which the Nagas claimed to'be under
their dominion, About forty-one tea gardens were carved out along the
hills of Assam and Nagaland boundary since the beginning of teg
Cultivation in Assam by the British.

Government Orders on Boundaries of The Naga Hills: On May
22, 1875 the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur, Major W.S. Clarke

submitted fing) proposal to include three tea gardens in the south-

eastern part of Assam-Tauchak, Hukanjuri and Namsang within the
inner line restrictions, which were held by M/s Minto ang Company on

-15-
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a lease from the Namsangiya Naga chief. These were intended to be

brought within the jurisdiction of the British territory and then leased

on agreement by the government to M/s Minto and Co. It caused

deviation in the natural boundary in the confluence of Buri Dihing and

Makumpur which ran southward of the hills.*Many of the Naga tribes

came down to the plains during winter season and served in the
industries and earned wages. Many got employed in the reserved forest
and jungle clearings when tea cultivations were taken up in the border
areas of the Naga foothills. These activities kept the Nagas quiet for
sometimes with effective implementation of the inner line system 1.
The boundaries of the district of the Naga Hills were fixed by the British
for the first time in 1867, soon after the commencement of the forward
policy’. The eastern boundary was the Doyang or Rengma rivers.
The northern boundary was from the confluence of the Doyang and
Dhansiri rivers along the Dhansiri for a distance of 6 miles up-to the
source of Numbor nullah. Then along the northern course to a point
on the Koliani river which runs for a distance of 28 miles. In the
Southern boundary a line along the Burrail range from the sources of
Rengmai and Doyang to the small western feeder at the source of
Dhansiri. Western Boundary was a line from the crest of Burrail range
doan the Dhansiri river for a distance of 26 miles across the hills to @
Pointin Gungah(Ganga) ghat on the Kopilee(Kapili river.”

and Bu::;iel :Taties “{ith ?urma and Manipur recognized the Patkal
Dihing in the llls running in continuous line from the sources of thﬁ
Cachar fhe bEXtr:me east of Assam to those of the Dhansiri in Norfe
existed'no intel:r:: Zry be,meen those countries and British India. Ther:o
inhabited in th ediate independent territory and while the tribes W

€ southern slopes of those ranges are subject to gurma
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and Manipur. Those who inhabited in the northern slopes of the hills
were subjects of the British government. The tribes in the northern
slopes including the Angami Nagas were independent only in the sense
that British government had refrained from practical subjection over
them. They were left entirely to themselves, except on occasional
intervals, but never enjoyed or acquired political and territorial
independence. In 1867, the Bengal administration directed the British
frontier officials to assert authority over the Angami Nagas to the left
of the river Dhansiri and bring them under a system of administration.
But it was cautioned that the assertion of power and influence over
the tribes should suit to the circumstances and gradually reclaim
them.” The British government instructed the frontier officers not to
burn, destroy and slay the turbulent tribes but assure safe access in
and out of a position to their officers, so that personal negotiations
can be worked out with the Angami chiefs. The frontier officers and
commandants were to conciliate the tribes and demand persistently
to surrender the offenders. They were further instructed to create g
friendly atmosphere as the basis of future intercourse with the British
Thus the British policy of force and conciliation with the Nagas

~ continued in the Hills.

Naga Hills district and boundary demarcations: The Naga Hills
district was created through a notification on 15 November 1866, The
boundaries included the portion between Jamuna and Langting rivers
hill ranges inhabited by Rengma Nagas, dense forests betweer;
Dhansiri anq Doyang(Numbor North), Nambor South; Rengma ang
Diphu reserved forests. The notification of 1866 was however 5 vague
one. The British themselves were not clear with the demarcationg
and therefore it was modified later. From 1866 to 1898 the Naga Hiils
. -17-
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district kept expanding and it reached its zenith in 1898 which made
the immediate demarcation of boundaries a problematic one. In 1875
some areas of North Cachar Hills, Karbi Anglong and Nagaon were
included in the Naga Hills. By 1898 Mukakchang was included, but
when originally the Naga Hills district was created, Kohima did not
form a part of the Naga Hills. The Naga Hills district initially had very
few Nagas habitants outnumbered by Karbis, Dimasas, a few Rengma
Nagas inhabiting in huge tracts of forest land."*The forest area within
the jurisdiction of erstwhile Sibsagar district and Karbi Anglong-North
Cachar Hills claimed by the Nagas, were inhabited by various clans
of the Nagas. The British declared some of these areas as ‘reserved
forest’ and added to their territory. These included two reserved forest
areas of Cachar district, upper and lower Numbor, Doigrung reserved
forest, Mikir Hills, Rengma, Disoi and Doyang. They also incorporated
certain forest areas like Doldoli, Dhansiri, Lengti, Lumding, Geleki,

Kakodunga etc. into their dominion and later on declared ‘reserved
forest’ 20

InMarch 1875, Chief Commissioner Colonel Keating re-opened
the question of advocating the policy of gradual and systematic
Prosecution of the survey of the Hills. It was not for mere purpose of
exploration like previously it used to be, but as a continuation of the
British political occupation of the Hills. In July 1875, the capital of th®
':::;::lfhwas shifted to Wokha from Samaguting, which is more
core areas zf’:‘:ga.communities like Lothas and Hathigoriyas and th:
Secrotary St:ttnbe-. In Jung 1877, Government of India addressea
il o, adm;‘t :: ::etsubject of policy to be fo_llpwed in the .Natﬁa
hills 10 maintain orter a:dn(') ?_ttempt héd been made actually in .

civilise the tribes by the government. T
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local officers acted as arbiters in inter-tribal feuds with power to enforce
orders. The British Governor General-in-Council was of the opinion
that British government should acquire effective control and influence
over a large section of the hills. It was therefore proposed to move the
headquarters to some locality in the interior hills to strengthen the
administration for active management of both the eastern and western
tribes of Naga Hills (Mackenzie, p. 130) At that point of time the
headquarters were located in a place called Samaguting(
Chumukidima), near Dimapur. In 1878, the expansion of the Naga
Hills district took place towards the east and Kohima became the
headquarters of the district. It was extremely difficult to control the
plain areas and the dense forests in the plains from Kohima. In between
1898 and 1903, the non-Naga areas were removed from the Naga
Hills district and re-transferred to Sibsagar district that included the
area between Dhansiri and Doyang rivers. Most of the areas in Diphu
and Bokajan sub-divisions of present day Karbi Anglong were included
in Sibsagar district. British interest in the Naga Hills once again came
to the forefront after chief commissionership was created in Assam.
So these areas were retransferred to their original districts and present
day Karbi Anglong did not exist as a district at that point of time as it
was either a part of Nagaon or Sibsagar district.

Conclusion: |n the 1830s and 1840s expectations of fresh war with
Burma prevented the British from deputing fresh expeditions into the
Naga Hills. The Court of Directors condemned the policy of carrying
armed expeditions into the Naga territories and the hills of Manipur.
The purpose of conquest and subsequent management, as in case
of awar breaking out with Burma, might create an awkward situation
for the British. After 1838 the policy of reviving relationships with the
-19- '
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Naga tribes locally through some deputed British officers, expert in

dealing with tribal affairs, was adopted. Local levy had been raised at
Cachar for limited application of force as perdemand of the situations-
Since the 1860s rapid expansion of tea cultivation increased British
correspondence with the Nagas, both in the eastern and western part

- “of the Naga hill territories. Expansion and continuation of British l'l.lle
inthe Naga domains depended on various local factors including l_’a'ds

into the plains, inter-tribe feuds which escalated into grievant law and
order problems and the more lucrative tea industry in the later pef.'°d'

The government tried to take effective Measures to expand domi"‘_°"
" the troubled Hills i the nineteenth century. With the offectv®

implementation of British forward policy more areas were SUbj“gated
and it became unmanageable in the Subsequent years.
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Dowry: An Emerging Social Problem
in Assam

Jayanta Kr. Saloi

Introduction:

Assam is a state of North-east India with cultural diversities
and distinctions. Here in Assam, till twelve or fifteen years ago the-
people of Assam did not see any dowry death or hear of any d°wry |
related problem of humiliation and harassment of women:
Sociologists say: still most of the Assamese are proud that the dowf! ;
System is not prevalent in their society, culture or “value syste'm s
According to this séction one salient feature in the Assamese soG'etZ
was the absence of the dowry system (Sahidullah. 4) Actually thar
concept of ‘dowry’ which is commonly prevalent in Rajasthan, ut |
Pradesh, West Bengal and some other places of India was not!
Practice in Assamese society. But recently lots of dowry relat®
incidents have brought about in Assam. In last eight years some do ,
deaths also-have taken Place. These events make everybody thll
setrious[y about a growing problem in Assamese society. The 500:1
thinkers, parents ang conscious People express their indignation 2 i
worry about thege inhuman incidents, Before going to discuss in det?

- -2013
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amount of money or valuable goods to marry the girl. Grolier
Encyclopedia of knowledge says that a substantial dowr.y er.ihanced
her attractiveness as a spouse,_' strengthened interfamily tles,. and
served as a financial base for the newlywed (222). .

In Assamese society dowry demand is not a custom in mo.s.t
of the families till today. The status of women is high if‘ Assam in
comparison to some other States of India. Assamese society (except
those who came from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and other pIace.s)
did not have dowry as a pai-t of marriage (Sahidullah 4). So, the aim
of this paper is to investigate the causes behind this growing probI?m
and the intensity of it as well as to find out some solutions for prevention
of dowry related problems.

Review of Literature:

A few studies have been done on marriage system and dOW_ry
problem in Assam. Ram Ahuja in his Social Problems in !nd:.a,
published by Rawat Publications, 2009, discusses various social |
problems including dowry in India as a whole. His Indian Social System,
Published by Rawat Publication, 2007, is another work about social
relation and system. Raisahab Golap Barua in Ahom Buranji
elaborately discusses the marriage system of medieval Assam. H.
K. Borpujari's The Comprehensive History of Assam is a landmark
of history of Assam, where he discusses the prevalent marriage
system of ancient and medieval Assamese society. Lakshmi Nath
Bejbarua, in his autobiography, Mor Jivan Soworan, published by
Banalata, Dibrugarh, 1998, comments on the dowry free Assamese
society. Leela Gogoi and Hariprasanna Neog in Axomor Sanskriti
ed., 6" Edition, published by Banalata Dibrugarh, 2006 , discusses
various aspects of Assamese culture including marriage in detail. S.
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N. Sarma in A Socio- Economic and Cultural History of Mediaeval |
Assam, 1200-1800, published by Bina Library, 1989 gives a detail

analysis of marriage system prevalent in Assam. Sarbananda
Rajkumar’s Itihase Garaka Sasata Basar, published by Banalata.
Dibrugarh, 2000 makes an efaborate discussion on marriage S)'Ste”i
of Assamese society in Ahom reign . Fatima Tohsin Sahidullah inthe

editorial page of The Assam Tribure Online writes a thought provoking |

Volume-VIII-2013

article on dowry as an emerging soeial problem of Assam _ Gitali Saikid
Asstt. Professor, HCDG College of Sivasagar , Assam wrote an articé

on dowry death after the murder of one Gitika Das of Guwahati by hef
in-laws for dowry, “Gitika Dasor Haitya Aru Narir Ashray”, in 16 May
2002, in The Dainik Janambhumi, National Commission for Wome"
New Delhi has made a survey on dowry in Assam and published it #°

Vidlence against Women in North East India, where data about dowr
relatedipcidents aregiven.S. p

March 1, 2011, 498 amisuse,
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Findings: The following are the findings of the study.
Concept of Dowry in Assamese Society:

The concept of dowry in Assamese society is quite different. In
Assamese culture there is a custom of giving a few essential things
to the bride not for the bridegroom as gifts in a ceremonious way. This
is called ‘wsarga’, awillful and hearty offering of things in a ceremonious
way citing ‘mantras’ (Barua.120). The word joutuk’is also used instead
of ‘usarga’, but it does not mean to give money or goods to the man
whom the girl marries. In Assamese society ‘usarga’ or joutuk’ has
no negative connotation till a decade ago. The concept of ‘dowry’ or
‘dohej’ meant by the Rajasthani or Bangali or other Indians has a
negative connotation. Fear and hatred is associated with it. Cultural
historian S. N. sarma, in A Socio- economic and Cultural History of
Mediaeval Assam speaks boldly: It may be mentioned that dowry
system as prevalent in other parts of India where bridegroom party
demands a stipulated sum of money, ornaments and other valuables
before the marriage, failing which the negotiation breaks, never existed
in Assam and even now Assam is free from this evil"(222). The custom
of receiving bride-price in cash or kind is prevalent in almost all tribes
in Assam. (Borpujari 185). In Assamese culture the bridegrooms have
to give valuable ornaments and costly dresses of pat’and ‘muga’ silk
for the bride ag joroon’. The ceremony of giving ‘joroon'’ is observed
generally the day before the marriage. The parents of the bride give
SOme essential things like everyday wears, utensils, bed, mat, pitcher
to bring water, baskets, even some ordinary things like a broom so
that the girl will not face any difficulty in her new home. This was g
part of Assamese culture which did not harm or humiliate anybody.
Anudradha Sarma Pujari in the editorial of Satsari (March, 201 3) says,
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“There was a time Assamese people gave sarai, panbata, saria (2
pot) of copper, banbati, saria made of brush even the poor persoh
gave the essential things with his married daughter... required clothes '
were knitfed and woven at home. These were not dowry but the mutual

Journal of Itihas Adhyayan Chakra

cultural gifts between two families.” (If any family cannot provide fof
these things the bridegroom party did not ask them. In earlier times |
parents arranged marriage for their sons and daughters. The gir
was totally ignorant about the bridegroom'’s family. She had to mar
an unknown person. Therefore, till she could adjust with the new familf |
her essential things were given to the bride. In Assam history the roydl
families established and developed friendship through marriag® |
Whenever, a king or a prince wished to marry a girl from a royal family
h? Used to send messages through match-maker with some valuablé
gifts. If the king agreed he married her daughter to that kind with
el.ephants, horses, men; sometimes a portion of his king'dom alsod®
willingly offered as the token of friendship. If a king was defeated he
::::/ei;to,make atreaty by giving his daughter to him or by ma’”‘"g

Or's daughter to his family, This strategy of give and tak’

strengthened the tie of friendship. A few did this to exert their poW

ov . . ‘

er less powerful kings. .In 1533, Ahom King Konsheng B orpat’a',
onain made frendship with Gaura ki g ing marie®’
Princess to him . ng and Gaura king M P

. In 1524 . o - apo™,
King. Nor Raia Nora Raja (Kachari Raja) fought with A

[ g
was defeated. i m Kin
aNd Marrieq one So, he made a treaty with AhO s
%), Itis Written

C'iaughter to tie the knot of friendship (Rajkum?” " -

kingdoms estab) "n history that marriage between two count® o'
ablis . ) :

BN of bty e o 1 fendship ang strengther®”

€ relatives. Each family who was tied by mar

helpeg
Other at the time of adversity.
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In Assam, 90 per cent people live in villages. It was basically
an agrarian society. People used to celebrate a lot of festivals and
functions together amidst love and joy. They were very co-operative
and helpful to each other. Marriage was a community festival here.
Everybody helped the family who was going to arrange marriage. No
dowry demand was there. Parents were very happy at the occasion
of their son’s or daughter’s marriage. Eminent writers Dr. Birinchi
Kumar Barua and Dr. Nirmal Prova Bordoloi commented on Assamese
marriage that it was a village festival arranged by everybody in the
village. Dr. Bordoloi describes in detail how marriage plays an important
role in bringing solidarity to the society and comments that the
ceremony is always very lively in Assamese society. She again says
that no dowry was demanded. The things required for the marriage
were given by the villagers to the family of the bride and the bridegroom.
Moreover, religion and moral teaching played an important role in the
society. People were happy with whatever they had; they had minimum
want. People were mostly busy in spiritual thinking rather than material
prosperity. Nobody heard about dowry demand at that time. In his
autobiography Mor Jivan Soworan ( Memory of My Life) the famous
Assamese writer who married a daughter of famous Tagorebari ,
West Bengal, Pragya Sundari, daughter of Debendra Nath Tagore’s
daughter , Pragya Sundari , wrote, “before our marriage an employee
of Maharshi Debendra Nath Tagore came to me and asked what
condition | had before them for marrying their daughter. That meang
what amount | want from him as dowry. | know that in Bengal the
bridegroom wants money and valuables for marrying the girl. Some
Bengalis also criticized it, but practically they continue this shamefy
custom. | said to him that in Assamese society there is no dowry
system. So, | cannot take anything from her family as dowry. The
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Assamese hates the custom from the core of the heart” (Bejba.rfj]a
R In fact, the whole rituals related to Assamese marriage‘Wefe !
based on love and respect to the family of the bride. Dr. Nirmal Pf' 0": |
Bordoloi, an eminent scholar of folk culture says that the groom Q'Y:e |
a dress (Sadar Mekhela made of at'silk) to the mother of the br "
as the token of honour, The family of the groom again gives a xaraifil

. ideto
of betel nut to the bride’s family requesting them to bring the brid 5
them to perform the rituals of marriage, |

'

Dowry Demand has recently emerged:

But for eight or ten years we
and ‘murder of brides for n

bridegroom’s family. Soc;
independence era, the evi
invading the Assamese socje
~ Cases have been reported (S

have “sky-rocketed”

have heard of some dowry dema:: ‘
ot giving satisfactory dowry to tt_ |
al scientists say that in the Poin "
of dowry system has stealthily beat ‘
ty with the result that some dowry 9€

ath®
ahidullah.4). Since 2001, dowry d€ ,
in Assam.

¢f
sur”
ry problem of Assam @ ol
m —Kamrup, Goalpara: pli"g'
, m samPi"
s based on rando e i
e group, 25 educated U" 0 28
en of 60-70 age grouP “
-28- .

Ve districtg of Assa

ivasagar. The s

y | Urvey

girlesnty five Marrieq Women of 25-35 ag
25 gaurdians, 2 Marrieq wom
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2930 g, e T g e
say that they were not demanded anything at the tm:ever things they
their in- laws. Nobody commented badly on W: anfe 30 per cent
were given at the time of marriage in he.r o ta.tuS of a girl in
married young women told that they enJ.oyed the s evealod that
their in —law’s house. 40 percent married )Nomen selves as their
whatever they brought with them they keep \thh therbn - domanded
husbands are living in a separate toyvn for job. Nc:,v:alilhy and they
those things. 20 per cent tell that their parents aln?1ts to them at the
willingly gave some valuable things and omam: as dowry. 90 per
time of marriage. But these were not demande \uable goods while
cent old ladies told that they were not given any V:‘ duoawfy system was
they married. In fact, today’s concept of i nd the little things
unknown to them. They have told the term ‘usarga’a &). One od lady
given to them were called usaragia (taken as ,-L:aﬁue); said: “We do
showed a pitcher brought with h:r"’::‘eﬁ?;:z gi.ven by our parents.
not want to use the term dowry o ; ere
The things were not demanded by our bndegroo::isn. If:::t::lztgaslvaut
notgiven no body would scold us. These are no ,,fen revealed that
for us these are valuable.” 3 % young r:narrled \;v’o ifts to his relatives
they were asked by their fiancée to give ?,tandar guardians of young
so that he will not be ashamed of her gifts. T'.an |gw's barents not ta
boys told that they requested their da.ughtel':ln ;:ria e. We are able
give anything with her at the time of their sons i | wg éi ht mothers
and after all, she is our daughter, not daught.er- n e r;terg\’/vith mone

told that sometimes they have to help her married déu? eturn it lat:l'”
but that is not a demand. My daughter and son —in a‘:v rth tudy 10
while they can. This is a kind of mutual c.o-0perat|c’>n. n f stu y| °
married women who eloped against their parents’ consent reveale
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. . were
that though they could not bring anything from their homes they .
loved and cared by everybody in their husbands’ house. They o
not faced any problem. 40% unmarried educated young girls told

_ ; ve
they talk with their fiancée to marry without dowry. Their parents ha
already spent a lot for providing higher educ

ation. In fact, they will b

bridegroom.

The All India Democratic Women Association (AIDWA) als?
made a survey in Kamrup, Barpeta, Dibrugarh, Dhubri ang Sonitp!"

Districts of Assam in 2003, According tq, the resyls 20.9 % of thé
respondents believed that dowry, as 4 System, v

Assamese people. However Seventy Nine Unma
that they could be married without gy, * The survey aso revealed
that 20.8 % of the girls expect g fr, "SI parents at the time ©f
marriage. AIDWA study reveals another fact that 19 83 % of the cas®”
the parents have tq t '

rep ”ﬂnﬂl?eal(nlﬁn
Marriage, (:Buulpara, Dhut
Banladesh and

Bangali gngq Mus|
Sivasagar Tinsuk

as common amonft
rried young girls fé

ake Jog

)
38 pressure at the tn of

Cachar are the border ar.ea:

These areas are largely inhabit® ti

nts from Bangladesh. In Gu\lﬂaa 9

as some othgr places lots of immid"
-30.

I ang
st Benga.
ims immigra
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i te, their custom of
. h are living. Of late, '
Rajasthan and Uttar Prades and society
tlergvr:ry hJas exerted influence on the Assamese :;:tu:aeredominantly
e
jor concern amongs _
Iso. Dowry has been a majo . i, Karimganj, Goalpara,
;engali majority areas in Cachar, HailaKandi, Karimganj
i etc. (22). ically and
ohubr :tc ( )oung married women are tortured physmi.y s
ome y s 1 breaking
mentally. Some have to return to their paren.ts horne pne
red ti;e The number of dowry related cases lnclu1dtmi063 in 2007."
sac ! : 0 :
registered has alarmingly gone up fron;ﬁosi: sg\(/)e increased nearly
istered ca )
s that dowry related reg i . es informed
It Sho‘."'r Assam between 2001 and 2007. Official sourc S
SSs ; i om
::“ie - many as 20,134 cases of crime agalg;to‘;\idowry .
at as : L
registered in Assam between 2005 and 20078'(;; if[r)ose to 119.
. d in 2007-
i -06 it were 88, an : related
Bt iy 20t05t dies show that demanding dowry anCLdOWn; mand
Recent stu . These dowry de
oblem in Assam. ;
blems are newly emerged pr the contact with
prc; h " iliation ofybrides are, no doubt, the result of ons are alec
and humiliati ' , reas
dowry prevalent societies. Besides it, some other These are:
cases. -
responsible for the increasing raffa °fi:2\:;ymovement of population
: ization: Urbanization o ) .
i) Urbamzatlon.b an areas and the resulting increasing proportion
ur
from ruralltot' n that resides in urban rather than rural places
atio _ ;
of a popu . stioii isimict simply & movement- from villages
Actually, urbanl;es change of life style, earning soyrce of
to cities it invo , _
- from agriculture to business , tr_ade, Service ang
“Ve“ho‘?d 'r'ct) also involves change in the migrantg’ attitudes,
o nd behavior pattern (Ahuja 284) T4 Means
i sa .
beli[efél V:?”uebrings change not only to hab'tat'°”= but also
ation .
erwai;l: the mindset and behavior of a groyp have |eft
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their original home. They not only bring with them a hope of |
better life but also left sometimes their old values, ways' :
traditions, and customs. So, while the agrarian people shifts |
to towns or cities they have lost their elemental simplicity also

They are more easily influenced by evilness. o
) Growing Materialism: With urbanization the QTOW"ng j
rﬁaterialism also plays an important role to change the mind 1“
set of people. The peace loving co-operative society beginst” -

Lo to .
be selfish and self-centereq. Earlier they were l“‘-"‘fferent
material prosperity. But now th

ey are money -minded. :
iii) literacy and lack of self-

réspect is also another reason- g !
Some of these crimes are Psychogenic. In narrower term i

however, the term, 'Psychogenic' is referred to ‘mental disordi; |

or ‘emotional disturbanceg’, The psychogenic theories tra‘m ‘

crime in some defect in the personality of the offender Ofan |

the inside of the persopy (Ahuja 284) Those that bums ahu™
eing is by nature very cruel ang inhuman.

¥) There is always a higgep Jealousy between mother-in

Sister-in law for the daughter- in jaw, So, some women mé
tortu_re the bride in the name

bear an antagonistic attitude
Patriarcha| Society treats aw
through the Process of Socia

0 \;leiwen and demanding dow
€M men, though they are

:1::;:: They have lost love,
1OUsnegg of the Sacred

[aws"

nta“y

5
jwa

of dowry. These women 2™

towards the bride. Moreove" ie
oman as an object. This 5005 5,
lization humiliates and har@®

ry is just a weapon. o
educated have a craving fO' e -
kindness as well as for9®
bond which is called M2
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idents: .
I;“ecent2|1nv.‘):r 22 yearold Meenakshi Bhuyan, \fvho was mar:'tle: :)0 C::;er
Priyam-Bhuyan in-Nagaon, Assam was mer.cﬂessly assahu tie Me):iical
husband on August 26,2010 and was shifted t? G: , tahas taken
College Hospital . But she died there. Another mc11er;\ e o
place in Nazira , Sivasagar District-on 16-Feb, 2011. t cases it
been murdered in Sivasagar District in March, 2011.- In-mots N
is seen that the victim as well-as the memb.ers of her pa:;: SeXtreme'
neighbours, the women associations are silent till something

victim.
~ will happen. They become active only after the death of the

i ife of their
Parents think in general that if they protest the conjugal life

ictim and her
f daughter will be spoiled. In most of these cases, the victim

father's family try to bear all the tortures and humlllabtla?.:j f:; ::'e:aav‘:

of a‘happy' life. If she is going o file a case th?'m:: m to take timely

will not accept her-again. So, fear always forbids h;'lost equilibrium

step to get rid of the torture .Sometimes',the Ve mpiled by the

of mind and commits suicide. ?;‘(;;I:Ig;gv:)r:ga;ao:: |n2ian woman
. . ords Bureau

::rtr:cr):i: cs;:..:ir:i:: :\c;ery four hours for the torture done for dowry by

her husband and in-laws.

th happened in 5 May, 2002 in
Another case of dowry dea '
Guwahati, Assam. The victim, Gitika Das’s parents and brother told

" that they knew that the nature of their son-in law was not good at all

; iage. He demanded dowry at

i time of their marriage. He . .
:\hn:ttil:z :::n; : ;t tze'rhough knew all about-him they married their
daughter/ sister to?‘nir;'l But they could not think that he would become
S0 inhuman (Saikia 4)
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Preventive-Measures:--- - -+ - w. . .. .

L L L
' inst 65.38 pe"

' 12 Literacy rate in Assam is 64.28 per cent as against 6 -
centforindia: Women literacy rate is 56.03 per-oem:@wt

b alediteracy rate'is 71:93. The school drepotitbbth b: .

Parpes )

+girls-are high: The government ang NGOs should:tryto pr:::: i
v e :education»to-all.'Only educationcan create awarene'fs"a'_se p
e me‘ep!e{'Mereovenrtru?e-edLication can change-thenind " jevel
.~ people by shaping and moulding their mind. From scho® id b
~the need for g happy and peaceful environment shou ‘
taught to the children, , s
Dowry- prohibitipn-Aet was.taken-in 1961.- But law "cyouser}
feduce the dowry relateq incidents: So! all should try to-aro¥®”;
consciousness so that thig evil pra .
‘Providing:;economic security is 4a-must. Education-Is*
‘essential for women to Provide ec
L i;ndependencevcreates

DB

now |

. ted o™
ctice can be preven xvefy';?
iol

o nol“ ;

onomic security. £00M " |

t
toface 1%
confidence ang courage.,to::aeed "
Inaturallyhelpthemto acquire”tf |

 more job:opportunities
Government and'NG
" forthe deserteq wo
" ang: btothers May n
Sueh-hou.ses are g

0

Whe dg not wish'to

6. Media-should not

SOciety. Itis only

i arouse conscious
“The ac’tual'né

A
forwomen.. .. . . . .- ous?
Os should establish some shelter ranté'
Men because in-some cases thelp,?
St give her'shelter. ) ot

worm
be usefy| for the financially sound o
live alone.

_ ia-that @

Print media ang the vision med'as.P.ﬁ 39,'

Ness-and protegt against this evil. g ésﬁf’
OUrcountry.is netin the middlepa
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> BlaflbRepotteroth¥ he dssam Tribua lust be appainted
Wi : hibition offiédrsmm i N
% -hirwraten8ensitive downy: prohibition Oﬁ?ﬁwwmremem
v 7o - by the- governmentandall relatef.l:lam{s‘ < amThere st e
: ; '~;\to'counterincreasing dowry death_s " Aisces.and* budgetnsy
o .adequate nesourcesf*inrsuppom?erv ilies to fight tasesiof
2 tiens:te- assist victims and.their.families s 4
1o wen alloeations te: e
o« thisnature: - o CTHIAD
R R A G I PR S .
Slusion: - e :ofidowry begins 19
Concl"li:;:'! the study itiis clearthat the proble\;vheof‘h’dawer)'/i mmense
iy gy Ntf ! \ . We.ha
be.deeply .rooteduin:Assamese .soeliet);sel fight now. One S. P
responsibility to control ‘a“dépmentt:’ Icl:zwmo- be smart followers
‘anyway are'k . .
ys:that the Assamese anyw . sthe senior police
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behave women as a-
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';:;:;Mekhela: a kind of dress consists of two pieces worn by ASsamese‘..é
women. : L
Xarai A decorated costly pot made of brass used to We"’.omi
guests or new comers putting betel nut and very small am?‘f N :
of money, i.e. Rs. 1.50 Only. _
Joroon : Apartof marriage, the function of offering ornaments, dresses_{ ‘
cosmetics etc for the bride by the bridegroom. The ceremony i
of joroonis generally held the previous day of marriage- . ‘
Pat silk: akind of silk cloth made of the thread of white silk wor™ i
Muga akind of cloth made of the fibre of muga silk worm. ‘
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Discovering the Lost Indian:
A Post-Colonial Reading of D.H
Lawrence
' Lengdon Chetid ;
Simonetta de Filippis in her introduction to the volume ‘DK
ce andLLiterary Genres” wondered whether L awrence — a Wit?
an man belonging to the traditionay literary canon can be resd

Lawren
Europe
in new

ways and whether his work is stij important to contempora”

t and culture. Now D.H Lawr,

thou . ist.
gh ence was no conventional art"

changing aspectss:‘smve t? the Teel of nature and vitally alivel:l’is' !
and elfighpgq, o-f h(? Was filled with horror at the growing matef! g n
ONe’s intellgey fro N ""ge and believed that the disengagement o
the quality ofy, an::1 ° $ eMmotions has led to the impoverishme” ‘
tothe sexual ger nl ® Though he may seem to attach certain sa: o
Proper synthesig of th: ofaperson, What he in fact tries to Preacason.
Tremendously Proff, eshand the Spirit, the impulse and the @ ‘

0
. ] dan
his work wag often uneven in quality: an
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was a continual source of controversy, often involved in widely-
publicized censorship cases, most famously for his novel Lady
Chatterley’s Lover (1928). His collections of poetry include Look! We
Have Come Through (1917), a collection of poems about his wife;
Birds, Beasts, and Flowers (1923); and Pansies (1929), which was
banned on publication in England. Lawrence occupied no central
position in the literary tradition of his age, but his inﬂqence was th.e
profoundest. He was too original a writer to found a school but his
influence can be seen on many later writers and poets. He-was an
uncompromising critic of stereotypes of thought and feeling and
outmoded and restrictive social and political fprms. He was much
ahead of his times. According to Mark Kinkead-Weekes he anticipates
anti-colonial writers like Chinua Achebe, Wole Soyinka and Ngugi wa
Thiong'O by three decades and more. He had a very positiv? attitude
to different cultures which he encountered in the course of his travels
to different countries. He experienced close contact and confrontation
with alien cultures which were different fromv'his own par.ticularly in
his travels in America, Italy, Ceylon, Australia and Ne\./v Mexico. The‘:se
experiences not only enriched his works and gave birth to works like
‘Aaron Rod’, The Plumed Serpent’, The Kangaroo’ and' ‘The Woman
Who Rode Away’, but also stands testimony to his attitude of racial

45" tolerance and respect of the ‘otherness’ of other cultures. For instance

in ‘Indians and an Englishman’ (September 1922) writte-n Just after his
arrival at Taos, he gives a vivid account of his impressions:

“As for me, standing outside, beyond the open entrance, | was
no enemy of theirs; far from it. The voice out of the far-off time was
not for my ears. Its language was unknown to me. And | (_ild not wish
to know...| stand on the far edge of their firelight, and am neither denjeq
nor accepted. My way is my own, old red father; | can't cluster at the
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drum anymore.” ;

In another short prose writing, ‘Taos’ (September 1922).
Lawrence writes of a group of white People going to the Pueblo Village |
}

..to help erect the great stripped maypole...Of course one of
the white boys took the bossing of the show But the Indians were !
none too ready to obey, and their own fat dark-faced boss gave:
counter-orders. It was the old, amusing contradiction between the

whlte and the dark races. Ag forme, | just gave a hand steadying the.
pole as it went up, outsider at both ends of the game ]

In another essay “America listen to your own"”

merican periog ( 1922-25) like his novel ‘The Plul'ned

, ‘The Woman Who Rode Away’ &
» deals with the con

frontation between different cU”“res :

British empire, Lawrence sympathetically writes about the prince who
is reduced to “the butt of everybody” and unable to perform his princely
duties. The poem describes a major Buddhist festival called Pera-
hera at Kandy, the old capital of the former kingdom. Overwhelmed
by the alien sights and sound, Lawrence later wrote to a friend:

“It was wonderful, gorgeous and barbaric with all the elephants
and flames and devil dancers in the night...The Prince of Wales
seemed sad and forlom. He seemed to be almost the butt of everyt-)ody,
white and blacks alike. They all secretly hate him for being a prince,
and make a Princely butt of him —and he knows it. My sympathy was

* with him.” (The Letters, 219)

In the poem the Prince, far from being the symbol of Imperial
Power and royalty is just “a tired remnant of royalty” who lacks both

dignity and confidence and is watching the Ceylon crowds nervously:

Elephants after elephants curl their trunks, vast shadows,

and some cry out . inping Gre of
As they approach and salaam, under the dripping (re o

the torches, ttoi
That pale fragment of a Prince up there, whose motto |§

_lch dien_. o . ds hi
Pale, dispirited Prince, with his chin on his hands, his

Nerves tired out, A
Wat ching and hardly seeing the trunk-curl approach and

clumsy, knee-lifting salaam . )
Of the hugest, oldest of beasts in the night and the dre
Oare below.
He is royalty, pale and dej
And down below huge homage of shadowy beasts; bare-
foot and trunk-fipped in the night....

-41-
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Lawrence'’s ironic use of the phrase “Ich dien” which in Gerr::ch

means | serve” operates at two levels. At one level the phrase )

' i eit

dien” reminds us of the long victorious history of England becaus .
is derived from the battle of Crecy against France in the fourteen
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cki
century when after the fall of the King of Bohemia, Edward the Blahisl
Prince adopted the motto together with three Ostrich feathers on i

. ofi
helmet. It symbolizes that victory anq constitutes the Coat of A"m‘;er%
the Prince of Wales. However On another level it reveals a rathé'l

Serve- to act as medium that
And all there wastob
Mottois _|ch dien.

I serve! | serve_! In all th
Who serve_|

Drudge to the public.

il
'serves’ to tie the Empire fast to Britd! 1
OW to, a weary, diffident boy whose

€ Weary iron of his mien — ‘Tis |

- devil
"dleaming dark aygh” “jeering d¢

S ' In I
. ~> Ol mockery in every face”. The mode of asse™’
authority over the colonizeq gave rige to

g ter
iy mimicry. Brabha’s 1
mlm|'cry means that the colonizer in hig/her relationship wit" "
Colonized is always Vulnerable to th

o ireve g Kery benea : !
d rence and moc

the Servility of the Colonizeq ,

control. It giveg rise to Postc

ﬂ

1 k3 . ding"
Mimicry’ can b taken as a way of eltljonia‘Il
Olonial analysis by subverting the 6"

dienCe ]

P
pt:
Y entitled “Lawrence in DY

0th in his ¢
Theory of the Other ang Ssa o

- 0
S Collapse Writes how “Lawrence 10
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stretched and probed many of the possibilities of thoug:t:::lasb::
around colonialism.” According to Booth, .Lavt/renc:l :e:ing e it
“Elephant” his view that “the British Empire is wi s Lawrence's
Masculinity declines.” This posm also expross hite European
ambivalent attitude towards the Orient. LaW.ﬂ’:"" o a’WBefore leaving
man could not help seeing the East as exotic ?theer:t;.w the decayed
Europe he thought the racial others would he “ erience in Ceylon
and exhausted West, but now after his unsettling exp erious threat to
he fears that the culture of the East actually poses as

e We:;,wever Mark Kinkc;ad- Weekes in his essay "Decolc;r;ls;rli

was

Imagination:Lawrence in the 1920s” finds that La\;vr:;?;es with the
overcome his antipathy towards other races ?nnize his vision and
help of his imagination. He was abI? to dect:: time.” In his novel
‘unscale one’s eyes from the prejudices of st African carving is
“Women in Love” he makes Birkin insist ,that W? ilization. And in his
not barbaric but the product oz:ar:;t:z lf:?:a:,r\:::\sltocking' novels he
Wwartime essay on Fenimore Co he red Indians
Praises the deﬁp relationship imagingd there ﬁm:lt it a possible
and the white Americans and also sees nce’s first encounter
résurrection of the white man. However I-al‘ilvrewas repelled by theijr
with dark people was far from satisfactory end ‘black bottomless
'swarming’ crowds, ‘soft’, ‘boneless’ .bOdlesf:d in his essay “Studieg
hopeless eyes’. And this physical aversion we-tl s about the South Seq
in Classic American Literature” where he wri i in ‘the struggle of the
islanders as being ages behind the white ma

Soul into fulne.ss':. an...1 like her, she is nice. But | would never
want toI:LT;: :eﬁlsl ::::Td n;)t go back on myself so far. Back to their
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uncreate condition. She has soft warm flesh, like warm mud. Nearer

the reptile, the Saurian age. Noli me tangere.

In ‘Indians and Englishman' he espouses similar views and
admits that there can be no going back of the kind that he had called
for. However according to Weekes, as Soon as Lawrence encounters
beautiful sights and sounds of nature his sensuous imagination cofnes
alive and he begins to respond positively giving us the very shimmer
of life, not the rigid, firm outline, the husk, but the

is the real thing. The ‘tepees, ang smoke, and si
horses and blanketed fi

beats, the thud of the dancer's feet, the ‘song"

shout’ produced ‘from the deeps of the stomach’

‘living plasm’ which
houettes of tethered -
gures’ moving against the glowing camp-fires:

evokes in him @ .
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and the natural world. He believed that those people would be declared
victorious in the human conflict who would seize and identify
themselves “with the master of human destiny”, that is “the dark
mysterious god”. It would be possible to sense this dark mysterious
God only through ‘blood consciousness’ and not through intellect.
Lawrence believed that the tragedy of the western world was because
of the rising intellectualization of human beings. Reason is becoming
more and more important with impulse being pushed to the
background, which has in turn destroyed man’s spontaneous,
instinctive response to life. In his essay “Indians and Entertainment”
written at Kiowa ranch in 1924 Lawrence deliberates upon Indian dance
and how it is different from European forms. In European dance forms
the dancers and the dance is distinct to some extent, but in Indian
dance ‘the individual is lost in the tribe, which merges into the natural
world; and there is no God separate from that world...the drum is a
heartbeat of communal blood, in which body and spirit reach out-no
distinction there, either — to unite man, god and nature.” Lawrence
Now places ‘Indian’ and ‘European’ as irreconcilable modes of
consciousness and finds that Colonization is psychologically damaging
to whites and Indian alike. In his short story “The Woman Who Rode
Away” Lawrence critiques the white woman's false sense of racia|
superiority and consciousness which is gradually stripped until she
can almost share in the world view of the Indians. In ‘St. Mawr’ Lawrence
shows us the danger latent in the colonizer’s attemgt to dt?minate the
aboriginal nature of the native. Thus Lawrence in his writings shows
how the colonizer's identity is constructed in relation to the colonizeq.
In a novel like ‘Quetzalcoat!’ he anticipates many of the ways in which
the later African writers would seek imaginatively to undermine
Colonialism and set native consciousness free from feelings of
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inferiority and liberate a new sense of dignity and identity. Like Homi |
Bhabha he shows us how colonial authority is rendered ‘hybrid’ and

‘ambivalent’ in the postcolonial era, thus opening up spaces for the
colonized to subvert the master-discourse,

Indo-Nepal Co-operation from Ancient
to the Early Medieval Period.

. | Chiraniib Dah
References: | iranjib Dahal
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2. Anne F.ernihough, e.:d., The Cambridge Companion To D.H Lawrencé The purpose of this paper is to reconstruct the history of the
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York-Vik.ing 196,2) + The Collected Letters of D.H Lawrence (N&¥ \ The main aim of the researcher is to find out the socm—cult!.lral and
4 ' ' | €conomic co-operation between India and Nepal of that period. The

David Eliis, Introduction, The Complete poems of D.H Lawrenc®
(Hertfordshire, Eng:Wordsworth Editions, 1994 |
5. DH Lawrence and Literary Genres , )
docenti2.unior.it/doc_db/doc o

- o P_01-11-2010. 4000572050000 . used extensively in this study. However, proper attention has been
netta de Filippis. Nick Ceramella |

study on Indo-Nepal relations of this period has not received much
attention from the scholars. So this is a humble effort by this investigator.

=pagina - Universita degii studidi == In regards to methodology secondary data and information have been

6. Bijay k - paid to justify these data and information in a critical way. The people-
. i 1 .
A:a :mar Dés- Twentieth Century Literary Criticism (New Delhi: | to-people relationship between the two countries goes back to the
i Pubieter & . 2008 " time immemorial. India and Nepal are perhaps the only two countries
7. Makoto Kinoshita,

D.H Lawrencg's

o . : i istorically, culturally, sociall
_ « ] texts ' inthe world which are closely interlinked his : ) Y,
RovyalTourism, The Engjis, Reviewa e e Imperial 097

politically and economically imbibing the finest and the best from the
" Am en'G""” rich traditions of each other. Relations .between India and-Nepal hé?ve
been close since ancient times stemming from geographical location
and common ethnic, linguistic and cultural identities that overlap the
two countries despite some difficulties stemming from problems
inherent in big pbwer-small power relations.

The Nepalese society is basically a branch of the Indo-Ganga
culture. For religious, social and cultural inspiration it has always looked

-47-
-46-




Journal of Itihas Adhyayan Chakra Volume-VIII-2013,

to the south. Nepalese history can be understood only in the Indian?
context. When the princes of Northern India fought among themselves, 5
they did not consider Nepal a foreign territory. Most of the rulers of the'
region belonged to India and traced their origin to Indian aristocracy. ‘

Nature and destiny have put India and Nepal close to each other. In .
geographical terms, Nepal is a north-west extension of the Indo-:

i

Gangetic Plain. The two countri i
ntries share common environment and |

landscape. Nepal, situated on the southern slopes of the Himalayas: '
separates Tibetan region of China from the Indian sub-
shares its border with India on three side

common socio-cultural setup although th

continent. I i
s. The two countries share |

\
ey have identical structuré: |

s 9€ographical closeness betwee"
everal areas of Co-operation and sources of

O countries haye cani .
Historian R.C. Ma continued to exist.

Jumdar is of the Opinion that Nepal is the

the two countries that
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literature. Twenty-nine Kirata kings ruled in Nepal when the country
was conqured by a Kshatriya prince from India named Nimisha. The
dynasty of Nimiéha consisted of five kings, the last of whom was
overthrown by the Licchavis!. The Licchavi dynasty was considered
to be one of the greatest royal dynasties of ancient India. They came
to Nepalin 635 A.D.2 .
Nepal's recorded history began with the “Kirat's’ wh.o arr!\{ed
at 7" and 8" century B.C. Itwas recorded in one of the Nep.ah tradition
that one kirati king participated in the battle of Kurukhetra ll’.1 f_avour of
pandavas.? During this period, Buddha was born in Lumbini garden
situated in the western Terai region of Nepal. The birth of Lord Buddha
gradually flourished Buddhism. The Nandas, Mauryas and the Sungas

. were the contemporary dynasties of the Kiratas in India. By 200 AD

Buddhism has wiped out and was réplaced by I-.|induism brought by
the Licchavis, who invaded from the Northern India and overthrew the
last kirat king. By 879A.D. the Licchavi era had péter?d out afn: was
Succeeded by the Thakuri dynasty. The éuthentlc hlstory of Nepal
begins with the conquest of the Lichchhavu.TI'!ey were contemporary
of Lord Buddha. About twenty-eight kings of this dynasty ruled for four

, : ; are preserved in the -
or fiy s, and their names .
® hundred year 4 Several centuries later the

en . iqraphic records.
9€nealogical and epigrap giving birth to another

. ty,
Thakuri King, Arideva founded the Malladynasty, givi
'enaissance of Nepali culture. Despite natural disaster and clash

between the independent city states of Ka-thn-!andu,'t:?t?: an::
Bhaktapur, the Malla dynasty flourished, reaching its zenith in the 15

centy alla. :
! :Z‘:ZI \t::?::e“: a largely independent country throughout ts

existence. Though her independence became resttrictlec:if from time‘ to
time, she never completely succumbed to the control of any outside
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power. In her long and at times chequered career as an independent
nation she has thrown out invaders from the south and the north and
successfully defended her national freedom and existence. Despite
her small size and insufficient resources she made them realize
through her valour in the battlefield the futility of attempts to subjugate

Volume-VIII-2013

her. Some Indian and European historians are tempted to conclude .

on the basis of an inscription that Nepal was under the suzerainty of

Samudragupta®. But according to R.C.Majumdar,"the nature and

duration of Gupta suzerainty in Nepal cannot be exactly determined.”

The claim of some historians that Harsha who ruled over India in the |

7™ Century AD rapidly went ahead with th
India, Nepal's importance as ashelter-g
of high-caste Hindus
Nepal. With their dyn
their dominion overt

eir territorial expansion if
round increased. Large numbef
-thfe Brahmins and the Kshatriyas-took refuge "
amism and superior culture they soon established
he backward ang innocent hill people. The Rajput
mber of little states ang fought among themselve®
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a safe place for religious meditation or political ambitions of Indian
kings. Naturally, the history of Nepal had been a part of the history of
the Hindu race. The valley was cplonizéd by the Hindus, both
consciously and by natural process of expansion.®

The monarchs of Nepal had always been true devotees of
“Pashupati” and “\fishnu” and worshippers of “Shakti® and admirers
of Lord Buddha. So there budded a sense of religious co-ordipation
and deep harmony."Gurkhali,” the official language of Nepal is, like
several Indian languages, a descendent of Sanskrit. Even the other
dialects and languages spoken and understood in Nepal be.ar close
resemblance to Indian dialects. Hindi is universally understoed in Nepal
and Gurkhali is written in “Deonagri” script. In view of the cc.ammc?n
dietary habits, social customs and way of life, the Nepalese in India

- andthe Indians in Nepal do not feel themselves alienated. The Vedas

and Upanishads owe a great deal to the sages who mediated on the

banks of the holy rivers flowing from the Himalayas. Sti'll .t'od?.y, the
rivers Bagmati, Kosi and Gandaki which nurtured the. Cl\'I'I|IZatI(?n of
both seem to echo the voices of “Vyasa”and “\ishwamitra”. The idols

of “Saligram” are found in Gandaki and it wguld not be strange to call

Nepal as uDeobhumiu_ a Iand of GOds,9 ) i
Mr. Shrinarayan Chaturvedi, a well Known thinker and journalist

rightly remarked that India being out mother, no .dOUb.t' the sacred
land of Nepal is our maternal aunt. Nepal has ﬁf-‘”’e-d " Incian mythology
from times immemorial. There are multifarious allusions as Fo t-he
origin of her name. Presumably, Nepalwas 3 landof saf:red meditation
and peace. Hindu mythology mentions a n?mber Sf s personages
aNd events linked with Nepal.” Shiva” and Parvati” are as much of
Nepal as of India. Pashupatinath of Nepal'and Kedamath. Amarn?th
and Kashivishwanath® of Indi2 attract pilgrims from both the countries
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for spiritual solace. Lord Buddha born in Lumbini of Nepal attained his
self-enlightenment at Gaya in India. According to some historians of

Nepal, sages like VedaVyasa, Markendeya, Narada, Sandilya, Balmiki
Gargi, Vishwamitra etc. had their caves
Nepal." :

in the Himalayan region of

Itis to be observed that besides common ancient mytholog,
the oldest historical connection of Nepal with North Indian Plains i
associated with the Great Mauryan, Ashoka. His daughter is said t0
have married a Nepalese Noble nameg Deopal' However, the first
unpartant ruling dynasty in Nepal was that of t‘he Licchavis who
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N vogue in Nepal. The Ma"as,to
ul republican clan ruling in north Bif |
OWN 10 have settied down in the N7
Century AD, The eastern part of Indi2 W

- the most important centre of trade-
r ~ that some cloths of Nepal had grea

Chandragupta I at the beginning of the fourth century A.D. Sivadeva,son
of Licchavi king Narendradeva married a Maukhari Princes, a grand-
daughter of Adityasena, the efmperor of Magadha, While his son

“Jayadeva married the daughter of Harsha,the Lord of Gauda, Odra,

Kalinga ,Kosala and other pIaées.We thus find that the kings of Nepal
had matrimonial relationals with all the neighbouring chiefs*.According
to the famous historian K.L.Baruah, Rajyamati, the daughter of the
famous king Sri Harsh of Kamrupa was married to Jayadeva Il, a king
of Nepal. Similarly the Nepalese princess Ratnakumari was married
to Biswa Singha, the founder of the Konch dynasty’.

Geography and economy have close relationship with history
and political movement;. 1t would be in the fitness of things to have a
cursory survey of political changes in Nepal and their impact on Indo-
Nepalese economic relations. It would be very interesting to give brief
account of ancient and medieval efforts to develop Indo-Nepalese
trade. In the absence of any authentic political and economic account

e : -
- Of these periods, one has to rely mostly on @ feeble and insufficient

data of various travelers, missions and local legends, Nepalese

‘relations with the northern countries were compulsorily closed on

. account of geographical bartiers. But Ind

ia had commercial relations

With Persia china and Tibet through its overland crossing Nepal

; Himalayas. Kathmandu Valley being the main route to Tibet had been

Kautilya in his Arthasatra mentioned
t demand in Magadha during that

time. The Chinese literary texts allude to trade activity between India
and China as far back as Seventh century BC. Itis presumed that this

trade was conducted through Nepal Though theBigvedic period' was
Very not important from the commercial point of view, Nepal, being a
pa,” shared gladly the material

Part of this vast land of “Jambu DWi
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traced back to the Pre-historic period, which is evidenced by the stone
tools available in both the sides. Gradually the. Sto.ne Age passed
towards the metallic phase and Nepal and India W|tnes.se.d almost
same type of development in regards to society and religion. Less

% attention has been paid for the study of the relationship between India

and Nepal with reference to ancient history a"d‘cu“ur.e' n th-e tl:ue
sense the early history of Nepal can be traced back only to the beginning
of the Christian era. The Buddhist and other eaﬂy works fhrow seme
light on the early history of Nepal prior to this period. < ited Nooal
Asoka, the grandson of Chandragupta Maury-ahv;:evidencped
while travelling holy places associated with Buddha, whic “vailable in
in different Vamsavlese in Nepal. The edic.:ts.of Asoka :r|e_umbini The
Nepal, which proved that he visited Niglihawa an: nduvalley and
Vamsavalese also mentioned that Asoka visited Kat:ir::e his daughter
built many stupas at Patan. Moreover he gave ma . Asoka visited
Charumati to a Ksatriya king of ?5:.13:::?8& t s clear that
Kathmandu or not, it is a matter 0 o ; i
Many Buddhist came to Nepal as pilgrimage. " 'lsBmUZE:::nI:::;oc;eh?sf
the sources that during the lifetime of Qaqt?rj s, The vamsavalic
followers came to Nepal for preaching his pr.m.:; N.epal which were
SUpported that many pilgrims from Indl? VISIThese developments
associated with Buddha as holy places.

. 21 .
belon e Christianera™.. . .
QTd t::., thcla) befol:ing of the Christian era Northern India was
n the begin

tas etc. There was
Kushanas, Gup

Sradually ryled by the Sungas: . iod. During this
Close reliticl:neshi ybetween Nepal and India at that r’e‘;l:e oliticsg and
Period the Lichhr;vis of Vaisali entered into Nepal. P
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Guptas. There were also similarities between the two countries in
regard to language, script, art and architecture and politics and in the
administrative policies-as well as social customs and traditions. The
Lichhabis in Nepal had matrimonial alliances. with the Guptas and
Maukharis of northern India. The Licchavis of Nepal were influenced
by the system of administration which was followed by the Guptas in
India, where the central administration had special significance. The
Mahayanism faced a setback during this period and it was replaced

by Hinduism and its Philosophy in large scale. Around 8" century AD

Swami Sankaracharya visited Nepal with his followers for checking
the growth of Buddhism and through Nepal marched towards Tibet.
This view was also supported by some of the Nepalese traditions and
popular beliefs of Nepal?.
The Gupta and Post-Gupta period witnessed the growth and
development of various educational institutions in India. Among these
-the Nalanda and Vikramsila were such institutions in which many
- students from Nepal had their education. Since time immemorial, Nepal
was the main link between India, China and Tibet, which contributed
for the triangular network of relationship. Nepal was the centre of this
triapgular network. The invasion of the Turks created a setback t0
these educational institutions. The Muslim invasions in northern India

 affected the Palas and Senas also. As a result many scholars and’

artists entered into Nepal in search of secure place. Before the

Volume-VIII-2013

supremacy of the Muslims, in the eleventh century one of the famou$

scholars of Vikramsila, Atish, Dipankar visited Nepal. Dipankar gave

lessons about the Mahayanism.to the people there. Subsequently ¢

went to Western Tibet and settled their through Palpa of westem
Nepal. Taranath mentioned about the travel of Atish and his preacfIing
of the mahayanism and his contribution. Other scholars who came ¥

-56-

Journal of Itihas Adhyayan Chakra Volume-VIII-2013

Nepal were Santarakshit, Padmasamvav, Bajrapani and Gyankar
Pandit of Kashmir. They were well-known for building the cultural
relationship between the two countries during the Pre-medieval
period?. This migration from India to Nepal for protecting their religion
and culture due to invasion of foreigners influenced a lot in the Nepali

culture, specially language, literature and art. Maithili along with the

Sanskrit and other language became popular in Nepal. The Nepalese
artists imitated some aspects of Palas, Sen or contemporary India in
their art, which helped for rapid growth of Tantricism in the beliefs of
Nepal.?* .
Nepal and India may be among few such countries in the world,
which are so intimately linked to each other-and have to live together
whether one likes it or not. Nepal, one of India’s closest neighbors,
linked up with her by cultural and commercial ties from time
immemorial, has not yet received that amount of attention from Indian
scholars as she could reasonably have claimed. This appears to be
due, partly at least, to the peculiar process of political isolation through
which she had been passing since the later Hindu period. Despite her
intimate political contact with Indian Empires in the days of India’s
glory, she gradually passed out of Indian history during the ancient
and early medieval periods. The chief factor that conduced to this
seclusion was the peculiar geography of Nepal.

Lying along five hundred miles of India’s open border and welil
within its strategic frontier, Nepal has emerged as a state of
considerable importance in recent years. Geography has played an
important role in evolving and shaping the life of the peoples of the
Himalayan region. While there are wide differences between the
peoples living in one part and another, there are also certain problems
common to the entire region, and these have given rise to certain
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similar attitudes. The geographical situation of Nepal has certain
peculiarities. Its inhospitable climate and its unproductive hills have
rendered it a difficult place. The great Emperor of India either did not
bother to bring Nepal into their empires or considered it but a far-flund
outpost®. Nepal is a neighbor, whose history; economy, river systems
and traditional memories are inter-woven since centuries with those
of India. The snow-capped peaks of the Himalayas have been
quenching the thirst of the Nepalese ang the Indian rivers, most of

which after flowing through the rocky gorges of Nepal have pOUred |

themse?ves into the holy Ganges. Oyr assumptions, values of fifé:
our feelings, fortunes and aspirations haye been attuned by the sam®

cm:ilturg‘. . The Vedas, the Puranas, the Ramayana and the Mahabharat?
occupy the same spirityal place i

. n both th : |e from
both the sides visited the same ® countries. Peop

Mohari Puzaris™s

Thus the above meny:
ent td
Nepal re "oNed paper has tried to highlight the lr‘dod
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Buddha was born at Lumbini in Nepal and later attained enlightenment
at Bedhgaya in India. King Asoka'’s daughter Charumati was married
to the Ksatriya prince‘ Devapal. The Asokan pillar at Lumbini also
stands testimony to this historic relation. Nepal is caught between
two Asian giants —India and China and therefore has a strategic
importance. Though, the country is very weak economically, but it is
rich in scenic splendor and cultural treasures. India and Nepal have
since times immemorial have been closely connected with each other
geographically, historically, politically, culturally and commercially and
Nepal served as the link area in transmitting the religious-cultural
heritage of India to Tibet and Central Asia. Many ruling dynasties of
Nepal had actually emigrated from India to find secluded peace and
meditation and also channels for trade and commerce. The Himalayas
have nourished their bonds of religion with all fraternity and deep
sympathy for each other. Besides numerous similarities regarding
culture, caste and customs, many mythological and legendary events
of India are associated with Nepal and both shared each other’s weal
and woe. Due to her seclusion from the rest of the world for long,
many valuable ancient homelands of sages and ascetics, this priceless
treasire and trust, therefore, has to be preservéd, protected and
enriched with care to inspire the citizens of both the countries for
times to come. It is a humble effort to find out early relations of India
With Nepal. There is also a need for more systematic and substantive

f€search in this direction.
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& s Khe Nepalis in Assam: Here they bel® |

i : It’s Impact in the
ographic Changes._ it’'s !
DemGr?)wfh of Regionalism in Assam

Shirumoni Baruah

Immigration of population from one place to ano.ther isa natur?nl
henomenon which has been taking place due to varloys reasons
p’ t parts of the world. Assam has been the meetu?g ground. of
:;j::: eFt)hnic groups and cultural streams since time |rinr;c:ir:oir::).
Throughout history people of different stocks h'ave beer: m g r ogcess
i rged into a common harmonious whole |r-1 ap
tTS Ia?;ifa;?or:? But it is worth mentioning that the outsiders come
[ . .
:u::; the Ahom'’s rule were completelysrir;e;g;(: nV:I:::zlll::scar:;::
' e
e S T 15
::tz:'l:: a ::new regional political party came into existence namely the
fsom ?/3:: ;Zfiijr:?:;(:ﬁ:;- British into Assam, the demographic
i

ial power had opened
io had assumed a new turn. The colonial p
Scenario ha

i aSt

Bengal, Orissa, Andhra-Pradesh, Madhya Prade;hwe:i;:sf:':'\:\'/::r;
colo?!ia; motive's. They imported a large nu.mbeoril field and coal mines.
the tea-plantation, transport, road cons‘tr.uctlon. e people nover
It was :Iso nota!;le that the self sufflc:ent AS:rst otters came ac
Wanted to work as wage labourers. .Th;efen“e land and jungles
Agricultural labourers. Vast tract of uncultiva
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attracted many peasants particularly from the district of Mymensingh
(Bangladesh). :
- In 1905 Lord Curzon's plan of partition of Bengal inaugurated
a new era of unabated influx of population specially the Muslim
inﬁmigrants from East Bengal. The Assamese nationalists in the 19"
cehtury also favored the entry of the immigrants into the state like
Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, Gunabhiram Baruah etc. They argued
that no loss than a million of people used easily be settled on
wasteland of Assam.® Some Assamese Mahajan’s provided a
substantial part of the necessary finance to enable the immigrant
peasants to bring the virgin land under the plough.¢
The excessive pressure of population on land and the
oppression by the Zamindars in Mymensingh district of Bengal led the
land hungry people to come to Assam. Ryotwari settlement attracted
the farmers. At first the peasants settled in the char areas byt gradually
grabbed the grazing field and forest. The census report of 1931 showed
that large number of outsiders was Mulims. President Rajendra
Prasad in this regard argued that it would create communal hatred in

future and in order to maintain the balance between the Hindus and
Muslims inspired the Birhari Hindus to settje heres -

In 1937 under the leadership of Mg Saadullah, the United
Muslim Party formed the Government in Assam. The immigration policy
of Md. Saadullah government was character;i
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tribal people, scheduled caste and immigrants after reserving 30% of
the wasteland for existing population. Thought its main purpose was
to protect the interest of both indigenbus and immigrants but in practice
the immigrahts éntered_the interior areas with the support of Saadullah
Ministry. Under the colonization Scheme the Government of Assam
assumed itself the responsibility to settle the immigrants in a planned
way in selected places. Since March 1942 an area of 75 thousands
bighas were settled with immigrants.” The government introduced the
‘Grow more food campaign’ during the 2™ World War. It had extended
the cultivation in Assam from 52.8 lakhs of areas to 57 lakhs during

the year 1943. Lord Wavell, the Viceroy of India said that his ‘Grow
More Food’ turned into grow more muslims.® The gradual increase of
density of population in Assam valley was the outcome of the large

scale influx of immigrants to the district of Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang,

Nagaon, Sibasagar and Lakhimpur of Assam.

Gopinath Bordoloi the 1% Chief Minister of Assan.1 took steps
against the immigrants and decided to evict the illegafl migrants from
the professional grazing reserves. But the eviction -pollcy wa§ strongly
Protested by the Muslim League and they organized me?t'"g.s an.d
hartals. Md. Ali Jinnah the leader of the Muslim League on his arrival in
Guwahati on 7t May 1946 remarked that if th.e governm.ent wo.uld Tmt
immediately revised its policy and abandor‘i this persecution ? situation
Will be created which will not be conducive to the well being of the

People of Assam.

immigration conti
The stream of immigration ¢ ven .
Of the country. The partition brought an endless misery to the Hindus

lakh Hindu refugees in
of Paki : d to settle 2.35 -
=kistan. Bordoli allowe d written a letter to the Prime

nued even after the partition

Assam s 0O 9 Bordoloi ha
2 On May 7, 194 :
Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru. But he was only asked to adop
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liberal attitude and give them better facilities. In 1950 foreigners
(expulsion from Assam) Act was passed empowering the Central
Government to detect and deport foreigners. Though Bordoloi tried
whole-heartedly to save Assam from the grip of immigration but 2
section of the Congress Party treated the minority as their vote banks:
So they refused to take action which would affect the interest of the
minorities. The Sino-Indian border war of 1962 also led to the influx of
Muslim refugees into Assam. In the Wwake of the Bangladesh War of
1971, several lakhs refugees entered into the North eastern states

and large number of them stayed here even before the war had ended:
Allthese led to the abnormal growth of t

the census commissioner for the fi
immigration and described it asa
advancing hoards of Mymansingh

GROWTH RATE OF POPUL

he state's population. In 1911
rst time pointed out the danger o

Peaceful invasion of Assam by the
army,

ATION IN INDIA AND ASSAM _
Decade Perc:‘ggﬁ"‘{f Popylation Percentage of populatio”
1901-11 5.7.,;: nda growthin Assall__—
1911-21 0.3% 16.8%

1921-31 11.0% 20.2%
1951-61 33% 20'1‘;
1961-71 26% 35'00/0
1971-81 24.6% 34'7°/:

Source: Censys R 475% L 36‘ 30%

: eport °flndia, 1991 . o

The natives Who fajleq to
began to worry aboyt
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their own identity. .

In Assam the Bengali Hindus came as job seeker and the Muslims as
a land grabber. The Bengalis were well settled community in Assam.
They had their own schools, colleges, institutions, papers press,
priests, localities and settlements. The Assamese Hindu who was
the dominant group felt that the influx of foreigners had threatened the
demographic balance of the state. The living standards of the non-
Assamese were higher than the Assamese middle class. The latter
felt unsecured and alienated. As the immigrant community constituted
one of the important vote-banks, so they determined the trend of the
politics of the state. Congress government of India had opened the
land resources and employment opportunities in Assam by abolishing
the domicile system implemented during the British rule. On the other
hand, the apathy of the central government towards this alarming
situation helped in the growth of regionalism among the educated
youths of Assam. _

It is observed that towards the end of the seventies for the
issue of influx becomes a major concern. At that time, the minority
politics became more active in the electoral politics and their c?emand's
increased, Miron Weiner book, ‘Sons of the Soil’ alsc? contributed |'n
the growth of consciousness among the Assamese elite towards this
problem. In this book the danger from the influx from other places to
Assam was discussed in detail at various forums. The death of MP
Miralal Patwari of the Mongoldoi Constituency led to by bye-election.
During the updating of the voters list a number of pderrsezr: of
Questionable identity weré detected and it led tlo wndespr?a i jon.
The remarks of S.L. Sakhdhar of chief Election Corﬂm;s:;c;nzr ata
Meeting at Ottacamundo among the electoral officers in 1978, drew a

dangerous picture of immigrations. ™
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expulsion of foreign nationals in 1797 Prior to the Assam agitation the

AASU had launched movements on the issue of economic-

backwardness and language. They were greatly influenced by the idea
of regionalism. The Assam agitation was spearheaded by the AASU
and the All Assam Gana Sangram Parishag (AAGSP). The three main
demands of movement: were detecting the foreigners, deleting their
names from the voters list ang deporting them. The basic aim Was
the preservation of identity. The Movement also got support from the

country.™ Byt i .
AASUr’i rigi:lt clitewas MUt for the, central government to accept M
(Marxist) cpm r:aa::::hthe AASU. The Communist Party of Ind"?

- © Movement as secessionist. Publict)

appeal from the People of the state
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The All Assam Student's Union (AASU) took up the issue of
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Prime Minister of India in 1984 gave a new turn to the Assam
movement. After a gap of six years on 14-15 August 1985 “Assam
Accord” was signed between the government of India and leaders of
the agitation. It determined the year 1971, 25 March as the cut-off
date for the detection of foreigners.

During the six years agitation 3,500 peoples died according to
the government report and according to the non-government report,
the number was 5000. 606 persons were declared as martyrs. 7000
people were injured for life according to the non government report. s

During the period of the Assam movement the leaders felt the
need to have a regional political party that would stress upon all-round
development of the state. After a series of dialogue an'iong the leaders
of the Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad (PLP) and Asom Jatiyatabadi Dal
(AJD) at last on 14 October, 1985 at the Golaghat convention a new
regional political party came into existence namely the ‘Asom Gana
Parishad’ (AGP). '

To conclude, the demographic changes in Assam had taken
place mainly due to colonial policy of the British government and
encouragement given by the Saadullah Ministry. The indigenous people
were also blamed for their laziness and poor work culture. They were
satisfied with whatever they had and were never interested in hard
labour, This encouraged the hard working immigrants from East
Bengal to this fertile land and sustains them. The policy of the. central -
9overnment of turning a blind eye to the serious issue of immigration
Was also responsible for the demographic changes and growth of
"egionalism in the minds of the Assamese people.

The Assam movement and the rise of the AGP to power was

he Outcome of the grievance of the Assamese people but it is being

Noteq that till date the problem of influx of foreigners has not been
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solved. This is mainly due to seeking votes and power with the help of
foreigners.
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Sankardeva Sangha Movement: Its
Relations and Attitude towards the
Marginalized Communities

Tarun Gogoi

1.0: The formation of Sankar Sangha (at present known as Srimanta
Sankardeva Sangha) in 1933 at Palasani in the present Nagaon district
as a socio-religious organization was immense importance for the
social history of twentieth century Assam. It is at present one of the
biggest socio-religious organizations of North-eastern I.ndia, wa.ls born
for a catholic interpretation of Sankardeva’s teachings in the third and
fourth decades of the twentieth century. The main object of the San.gh.a
as described by Haladhar Bhuyan was publicizing ofa monothe.lstlc
religion (Ek Saran Hari Nam Dharma), the al?andonment f)f ritual
impurity, the abolition of untouchablity, the creation of equal rights for

‘Men of all castes and cementing of good will between the peoples of

the hills and the plains. The leaders of Sankar Sangr?a. were completely
against the extravagant rituals in the name of religion and followed
Simple path of nama kirtana as approved by the guru :a:i(:rie.t\t,a_
Most of the forefront founder leaders of Sankar Sangha a;th e bitter
®Xperience of strong caste-discriminatic?n atthe hanlds;i :ar :h:pzflz
Caste people in their earlier life. AS for instance, H:.a ersona,zies
3nd Vaishnava Pandit Sonaram Chutiya® are the fWCf 'g Pt occaSions,
"ho were insulted for their lower caste birth in two dlf-f?rincolonial ru'e,
With the spread of modern education under the Britis
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many non-brahmin youth had also got the opportunity to receive higher .
education. Thus, an educated non-Brahmin class was emerged who
were more rational in the socio-religious issues and they began to
protest openly against the casteism, untouchablity and authoritarian
attitude of the brahmanical caste in religious matters in the society-
This reform movement had wanteq to challenge the existing caste
distinction and proclaimed that they were in no way inferior 0
‘Brahmans. In that context the freedom movement had also played
tremendous impact on the structure of Society. Most of the leaders of

this reform sect were actively participateq in the freedom strugglé
and thus came into contact with Gandh

inspired them to reform the relj
Thus, prevailing situation dem

iii's Harijan movement, which
o . 4
gion as a means of reforming society
anded for 5 socio-religious movement
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Sangha left out from it and set up a new organization and named it as
Ek Sarania Bhagawati Samaj. His departure from Sankardeva Sangha
has given enough scope to some people to raise questions_on
Sankardeva Sangha's goal to form an ideal democratic casteless
society.

2.0: The main objective of this paper is to investigate the
circumstances for the birth of Sankardeva Sangha movement and its
relations and attitudes towards the lower caste people in the society.
Besides it, whether this movement could be able to break away the
existing caste based barrier in the socio-religious system in the
twentieth century society and could it actually go above casteism
among its members while performing different activities in the society
is also another objective of this paper.

3.0: The source materials which will be available in the form of letters,
articles and literature are used as per current historical methodologies.
Field work on the Srimanta Sankardeva Sangha, oral testimonials and
own observations will be used as empirical data. Thus, attempt will
be made to make the paper rational as far as possible on the basis of
both literary sources and empirical observations heralded a positive

Change for the society in Assam.

41: The advent of Srimanta Sankardeva Sangha h.as, no doubt,
heralded 5 positive change for the society in Assam. This reform sect
Was able to make the social life of Assam free f.rom the yoke of
brahmanical influence in religious matters and provided equal status

to ®very individual. It is important to be noted that like the traditional

Indian society Assamese society Was not divided into four varnas.
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The Assamese society was broadly divided into only two varnas; one
was the Brahmans and the rest of all others including the ruling families
were the Sudras or lower castes. It is also to be noted here that the
varna or caste system was maintained strongly in Assam only after
the importation of the smarta priests from Bengal at the request of the
Ahom kings in the eighteenth century.
that the contemporary Assamese society of Sankardeva was also
divided on the basis of Caste, where the Brahmans had always 9ot
privilege in the society. All the social rules and regulations weré
forfnulated by them only. So, they prepareq some such societal norms
which were benefited for them but contrary to the interest of the lowe"

* However, literary sources show

cT .
he climate of opinion today, the policy 0
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present government, and the fundamental rights of the constitution,
all tend to a casteless and classless society. But our custom was
from before. Accidentally they match.” Sangha says that it has always
tried to set upa modern egalitarian democratic society and there is no
division within Sangha, all castes are eating and worshipping together
in the Namghar (name house). But despite such claims, Sangha has
most often been criticized outside its realm that it is not free from
casteism because their attitude towards the lower caste people is not
encouraging. So, here | will try to observe very minutely those complain
that have been raised against the Sankardeva Sangha since 1970s.

4.2: The constitution of Srimanta Sankardeva Sangha has clearly
mentioned that it has completely against the untouchablity and caste
distinction in the society. Rather their constitution put utmost
importance on the unity among the different castes and tribes to build
a solid casteless society in order to spiritual and social development
for all 81t is also seen that in all their-published journals, souvenirs and
news papers they always make their vows to build a casteless and
classless society. If we examine the addresses of the Padadhikar’s
delivéred in the annual conferences of Sankardeva Sangha, itis seen
that all the Padadhikars have protested strongly in their speeches
against untouchablity and caste distinction and mentions their vows
for the establishment of an egalitarian democratic society. However,
the speech of Tirthanath Goswami from the Padadhikar chair is very
diDlomatic regarding inter mixing with the low-caste people though he

"ad full faith on Sankardeva Sangha and believed thatit could be able

to f®Move untouchablity from the society.? After all, Sankardeva sangha

3s an organization is not against any castes and cree.ds but a few
MeMbers are not above it. Here one thing must be mentioned that the
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constitution of Sangha is very rigid and no member is permitted to
participate in any religious functions observed by other than the Sangha:
devotees. Even rearing of pig, duck and chicken is also prohibited for

its members. Due to this reason the greater part of tribal people dislike
this sect.

4.3: Sankardeva Sangha since its birth has been saying against
brahmanical rituals because it involves the worship of lots of deities:
other than Vishnu. Sangha says that they are not anti Brahmins, theY

44 .Sankardeva Sanghga had got su
its initia| stage. They claimeg that th
Six satras with Kayasth

PPort from a few Satradhikars

2 Goen ®Y had got the support of five %

0sains." A few of them have alrea®
~74-
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adorned the chair of Padadhikar also. It is important to be noted that
the main base of Sankardeva Sangha is among lower castes i.e. Ahom,
Chutiya, Kachari, Koch, and Kaivatras etc. but most of its Padadhikars
belong to people of non-Brahmin upper caste Hindus, though their
member is very marginal in Sankardeva Sangha.'2On the other hand
only a few persons from the lower caste communities have adorned
the Padadhikar chair till now. Among them are Sashi Chandra Barbarua
and Birinchi Kummar Baruwati from the Ahom Community, Lakheswar
Saikia and Haladhar Bhuyan from the Koch-Rajbonshi community and
Sonaram Chutiya and Mukheswar Saikia from the Chutiya community.
This has left sufficient scope to doubt that Sangha is gradually gone
to the grip of the non-brahmin upper caste dominance. There is another
allegation against Sangha that they did not give a chance to llaram
Das to hold the chair of Padadhikar despite he ‘possessed of all
qualities. However, Sangha has denied these allegations but expresses
its grief that it is not only llaram Das but many other eligible persons
like- Ramakanta Muktiar, Rameswar Barua, Madhav Ch.Bhagawati,
Baliram Das, Nabin Ch. Bhuyan, Bhabaprasad Chaliha, Purnananda
Saikia are also not given chance to hold the post of Padadhikar.™ Of
Course, Sangha has elected their Padadhikars through a democratic
Process of secret ballot from a list of three members’ panel nominated

by the central executive committee.

4.5; Moreover, Sangha has faced several set backs from its birth.
ANy active members in course of time have left Sangha because of
Sir ideoIC’gicaI difference with it. Viyakaran Tirtha Bhuban ch. Bhuyan,

ram das, Sanatram Bora and Gulok Kakoti etc. were som.e

Portant personalities who discarded Sangha for this reason. It is
orth Mentioned that they were not ousted from the Sangha; they left
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it at their own will. Particularly the departure of llaram Das from the
Sangha created a very embarrassing situation for Sankardeva Sangha.
Because it developed such a conception within (slightly among the
schedule caste followers) and outside the Sangha that he was ousted
from the Sangha due to his lower caste origin who was also a bid
claimant for the post of Padadhikar, D. Sarma, in his book Asomiya
Jati Gathan Prokriya Ary Jatiya Ganagosthigata Anusthansamuh
. expresses his doubt of eonnecting the issue with casteism.™ But
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to casteism, Baliram Das would also have left Sankardeva Sanghain
Support of him. Moreover, from my personal interview with some
people living in that area | came to know that his departure from the
sangha is no way linked with caste question; that was mainly connected
with ritualistic matter i.e. dhula mala or saran and bhajan, maintaining
long hair and pal nam.

I have met one person Bokul Das of Raha of Nagaon district
now residing at Namrup, who said that before coming to Namrup he
took saran at Ek saran Bhagawati Samaj under llaram Das, but at
Narhrup he did not find any one of his sect to be associated in
performing customary rites. Once, when he went to Raha,told his
problem to his initiator and also informed him about the existence of
Sankardeva Sangha there. llaram Das at once advised him to accept
the membership of Sangha by saying that Sankardeva Sangha is a
very good organization. '

The leaders of the Sangha still respect him much. Bokul Das admits
that Sonaram Chutia once called llaram Das a Mohan Bhakat (great
devotee) in front of him. It has also extended its gratitude by
commemorating him in different occasions for his contributions to
the growth of Sangha.® So, the allegation of casteism raised against
Sankardeva Sangha on the issue of llaram Das is not based on true
facts. Sangha is not against any individual or any caste or community;
itis against those who perform anti-sastric rituals. According to them,
they speak only those things which are available in the religious scripts;

%eyond that they do not speak anything.

48: At the time of formation of Sankardeva Sangha in 1930, Assam
Wag Under the grip of colonial rule. People were by and Iar_ge
pz‘"“Cipating in the freedom struggle. Sankar Sangha attained popularity
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among the people of all castes and creeds because here they received |
equal treatment within its members. Everybody can get chance to
enter in the executive body of Sankardeva Sangha and there is N0
system of caste preference in-its election. It is seen that many tribal
and other marginalized communities’ people-hgve adorned important
posts in the Sangha. Some of them are offered the respectable charge
of saranacharya, others are appointed for publicity of Sangha, i-6-

Banshiram Boro, Sonaram Bhagawati, Boky| Das, Dr. Puniram Patof<;

Ghana Kanta Pao, Gunindra Kuii, Pajiram Pegu, Ramakanta Taid:
Premeswar Laskar, Priyanath Rai,Jogesh Loying and Jagat Bonia €t¢:
Many Assamese tea tribe people haye also already converted to th®

sangh.a fo.ld and they are offereqg Important portfolios at all levels in the
organization. In this respect, the

Titibor district Sankardeva Sangh

::m"l”:"th ;nent.ioned. Bquality, fraternity are observed by all t°
ers of Sangha becayge thereis no barrier to dine with a memPe’
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and it has definitely succeeded to a large extent in its mission. The
increasing number of gathering in the annual conferences of
Sankardeva Sangha is the finest example to believe this fact.' Most
important aspect of this reform sect is that it is not based on a particular
caste or particular community and all the members have the equal
rights to bear the responsibility of the organization whenever required.
‘Sankardeva wrote,’ observed a Vice-President of the Sangha from
the Untouchable fisherman caste, ‘that he who believes in more than
one god is an Untouchable. That was the opinion of Shankardeva.
That was an opinion of Lord Krishna." Members of the Sangha eat
with untouchables who have joined the Sangha but they refuse to eat
with Brahmans observing brahmanical rituals."” They reject the
concept of caste and believe in ‘one’ and the ‘same’ among their
devotees by sharing a common ideology. So, this is the reasonable
ground to believe that Sankardeva Sangha keeps very good relations
with all the marginalized castes and creeds treat all its devotees
equally. However, Sangha is criticized for its uncompromising rigidity
in associating and inter dining with other sects. They do not eat or
associate with other people outside their faith. This has not only created
some problems but sometimes arises conflicting situation within the
family members. This helps to generate a new social division in the
Villages of Assam. Hence, if Sankardeva Sangha really wants‘to set
Up a greater Assamese society by uniting all the castes and creeds
living within the states following the ideology of Sankardeva's scientific
Socialism and humanism, they have to be flexible enough in their
ritualistic sphere. There is an opportunity for Snmanfa San.karde.va
Sangharto adapt to the demand of the situation ‘by ?doptlng an inclusive
Policy ang avoiding all types of exclusive principles for the greater

i
ntereSt of the Assamese nation.
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Shri Shri Mayamara Tipuk Simaluguri
Satra- its Emergence as a Branch of the

Mayamara Satra
Rajib Lochan Dutta

INTRODUCTION:
The Bhakti Movement which enlightened the socio-religious life of the
common people from the darkness and superstitions prevalent in
Medieval Indian society was started in Assam by the great Neo-
Vaishnavite saint Srimanta Sankardeva (1449-1568 A.D). The Bhakti
cult espoused a virulent rejection of brahmanical orthodoxy and
suggested that salvation was a personal matter, which didnot require
the intervention of priests and clerics and could be attained by pure
devotion to God.! As such by nature the Bhakti Movement was a
Protestant Movement against the existing brahmanical ritualism and
caste rigidity. Sankardeva's Vaishnava movement aimed at tea.ching
the common people simple ways of living, equality of al! men in the
field of religion, practicing non-violence and doing away with thevbellef
in sacrifice of birds and animals which was largely prevalent in the
Society at that time in the name of religion.?In his endeavour to reform
the society, he translated the Bhagavat Gita to- verr.\a.cular Ianguage.
3nd made the common people know about their religion. The Bhalfh
OVement in Assam was not a replica or a copy of what was there in
Other parts of India at that point of time. The most sn.gmflcant and
haracter of this movement in Assam was

is'ti“guish‘n i dentc
Ing indepen 5 conside red a legacy of the Bhakti

© Satrg system.3It can b
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movement in Assam. Sankardeva’s efforts to bring about equality
among the people of the Assamese society bought the Brahmana
and Chandala into the same religious footing. But after the death of
Srimanta Sankardeva, the order established by him broke down into:
four samhatis- Brahma Samhati, Pury Samhati, Kala Samhati and
Nikka Samhati owing to difference of opinion and ideologies among-
the prominent leaders of the order. The original ideological stand of
Sankardeva's Bhakti Movement gave way to the emergence of

brahmanical elements within it. Among the four Samhatis, the Kald -

Samhati was the only branch within the order that tried to retain the
saint’s stand of embracing the downtrodden

prejudice and eradicating caste
s.

reju *The founder of the Kala Sanihati was Gopaldeva. He asked
his disciple Aniruddhadeva, a nephew of Sankardeva, to spread the
faith of the Great Saint in Upper Assam and establish an egalitarian

Mayamara Tipuk Simalugyri Brajpur Satra

OBJECTIVE OF THE Stypy.

iS paper is to hj
atra as 5 branch
division Within th

ghlight the emergence of the
Satra of the Mayamara Sat™
e Tipuk Satra, leading to the

The objective of th
Mayamara Tipuk S
Moreover, further
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emergence of the Mayamara Tipuk Simaluguri Brajpur Satra is also
dealt with.

METHODOLOGY:
This paper is mainly based on conventional and analytical
methodology. Field study has been mainly adhered to, in order to

prepare this paper. Moreover Primary and Secondary sources had
also been used.

LOCATION:

The Tipuk Satra was originally established at the bank of the Tipuk
river.®> Gradually several branches emerged within the Tipuk Satra
and presently there are about fifteen branches of the Satra which are
scattered around various locations in the present Tinsukia district of
Assam. The main focus of this paper, which is the Shri Shri Mayamara
Tipuk Simaluguri Brajpur Satra, a branch of the Tipuk Satra, is located
at the Kardaiguri area, near Rupai region of Tinsukia District. Itis at a
distance of nearly 35kms from Tinsukia town.

COMPOSITION OF THE SATRA!
The Mayamara Tipuk Satra is mainly comprised of disciples belonging
to the Moran tribe. Before accepting the Mayamara Vaishnavite faith,
they were adherents of the Sakti cult and worshipped Goddess Kesai
Khati of Sagiya.s They believed in sacrifices which is a very familiar
Custom related with the Sakti worship. It is known from the Vamsavali
%fthe Tipuk Satra and the oral history of its disciples that the Morans
®re incorporated into the Vaishnavite order by the ninth Satradhikar
Ofthe Mayamara Satra, Shri Shri Astabhujadeva (8" century A.D.).It
S he Who established the Mayamara Tipuk Satra for the Moran
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disciples and placed Kasinaliya alias Krishnabhuja as its first
Satradhikar. The Shri Shri Mayamara Tipuk Simaluguri Brajpur Satra

being a branch of the Mayamara Tipuk Satra is also composed of
mainly Moran disciples.

ORIGIN OF THE TIPUK SATRA:

Several legends are associated with the origin of the Mayamara Tipuk
Satra. Shri Dimbeswar Saikia, who is an old disciple of the Shri Shr
Mayamara Tipuk Simaluguri Brajpur Satra, described one such legend:
According to it when the Mayamara Satra was at Khutiaputa, near
Baligaon mouza, at a distance of aboyt 12 kms north-west of present
Jorhat town, the ninth Mayamara Satradhikar Asthabhujadeva was
the religious head of the Mayamara Satra. Since the members of thé

_ _ ght Kasinaliya to Khitiaputa Satr
gave him education under hig Quidance ang finally established him 8°

the Satradhikar of the Tipuk Satra, Itig also known from Chidanand?
Goswa.mi’s “Shri Shri Aniruddhadevar Charit aary Mayamara satr?'
Gossainsakalar Vamsavali” that aMoran boy nick-namyed Kasinally?
Kvnas bought up at' Mayamarg Khutiyapytg Satra, under the ninth

ayamara Satradhikar Astabhujadeva. He was give'n education Ur‘der
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disciple. Astabhujadeva, in order to give his son Kasinaliya recognition
and establishment, established a Satra near the bank of the Tipuk
Satra and made him its first Satradhikar with the name of Krishnabhuja.
Along with this factor two other factors also played a role in the
establishment of the Tipuk Satra. It is mentioned in the Charit Puthis
that due to the hardships faced by the Moran disciples in paying
homage to Astabhujadeva, while the Mayamara Satra was at
Khutiyaputa, that Astabhujadeva established the Tipuk Satra for their
convenience. Moreover, it is mentioned in the vamsavali of the Tipuk
Satra that the concern of Astabhujadeva for maintaining his lineage
also acted as a factor behind the establishment of the Satra.” This
historic event of establishment of the Tipuk Satra is mentioned in Shri
Shri Aniruddhadevar Charit aaru Mayamara Satrar Gossainsakalar
Vamsavali as follows:
O e (v 98 tote wifS |
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SATRA ACTIVITIES FROM 1757A.D TO 1931A.D_:

Kasinaliya alias Krishnabhuja assumed position as the first Satradhikar
of the Tipuk Satra in 1757A.D. The Mayamara rebellion, which was
the first popular uprising against the Ahom Monarchy and which
changed the political scenario of Assam, took place during the time of
Krishnabhuja. After the rebellion, owing to some difference of opinion
between Krishnabhuja and the Matak king, the former had to flee from
the Satra and since then no whereabouts are found about hiM-
Krishnabhuja was succeeded by his son Komal alias Shri Shri
Navabhuja as Satradhikar. He died in 1877A.D. He was followed
successively by Shri Shri Sankarbhuja(1877-1 897A.D.) and Shri shri
Agnibhuja(1897-1900A.D.). The process of division of the Tipuk Satr@
into several branch Satras starteq right after the death of Shri Sh"

Agnibhuja in 1900A.D. at the occasion of his death ceremony:
According to the tradition of the Ti

Volume-VI11-2013

. ' ! Puk Satra, the new Satradhikar i
nominated in the morning. However at that junction of time the eight!

son of Sankarbhuja, Navinchandra assumed the name of Shri ghri

opinion among their SUpporters and fj
the case was formeq. The decision of
of Shri Bhaktabhuja byt realisin °
his uncle Shri Abjabhuja ang re

nally a committee for decidind
) the committee came in favol'
9 his mistake he asked forgiveness 0

Auested him to hold the position of t1°
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Satradhikar of the Tipuk Satra and continue spreading the Mayamara
Vaisnavite faith among the people. Shri Bhaktabhuja himself left the
Tipuk Satra and established the Mayamara Melani Hatigarh Satra near
Kakapathar region of Tinsukia in 1905A.D. and also established the
Mayamara Dirak Satra at the bank of the Dirak River in present Lohit
District of Arunachal Pradesh in 1907A.D. The Mayamara Satras,
presently in the Kakapathar region of Tinsukia District, are branches
of the Mayamara Melani Hatigarh Satra established by Shri Shri
Bhaktabhuja. On the other hand Shri Shri Abjabhuja, who lost his
cause in the decision of the committee regarding who shall be the
Satradhikar, aiso left the Tipuk Satra in disgrace. Shri Abjabhuja
established the Daimukhiya Satra on the bank of the Dibru River. After
his death in 1916A.D. his elder son Shri Shri Chandrabhuja became
the Satradhikar. He shifted the Satra from Daimukhiya to Simaluguri
and established a Satra there in 1925A.D. with the name of Shri Shri
Mayamara Tipuk Simaluguri Brajpur Satra and started preaching the
Mayamara Vaishnavite faith. The Satras presently found near Kardaiguri
and Makum region of Tinsukia district are branches of this Satra. He
Was succeeded by his brother Shri Shri Surjyabhuja at 1931 A.D. As
Such it can be assumed that Shri Shri Bhiaktabhuja initiated the division
of the Mayamara Tipuk Satra by his selfish desire to usurp the position
®fthe Satradhikar of the Tipuk Satra.®
The main branch Satras of the Tipuk Satra and the founder of the

Satras with the date of establishment
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BRANCH | YEAR OF |NAME OF THE| NO. OF LOCATION OF
SATRA ESTABLIS-|FOUNDER DISCIPLES THE SATRA
HMENT
Mayamara 1905A.D [Shri 4300(approx.) |Hatigarh village,
Melani ' Bhaktabhuja Kakapathar,
Hatigarh Tinsukia. Assam
Mayamara 1907A.D. |Shri 10200(approx. )| Lohit District,
Dirak Satra Bhaktabhuja Arunachal
Pradesh.
Mayamara 1925A.D. |Shri 6200(approx.) Kardaiguri,
Tipuk Chandrabhuja Simaluguri
Simaluguri village, Tinsukia.
BrajpurSatra
P : Assam. |
Mayamara 1948A.D. [Shri 5400(approx.) Kapahtali village
Kapahtali Ramanandamyrj Dirak chariali,
Satra Tinsukia,
Assam.
. [ ——— Py
Mayamara 1956A.D [Shri 1150(approx) Lajum Village.
Tipuk A i i
ipuk Aamgufi Chaitanyamuyp; Kakapathar,
Satra
Tinsukia,
Assam

field study.

Present condition of the Shrj Shrij Mayamara Tipuk simaluguri

Brajpur Satra:

-88.

Uguri Brajpr Satra has nearly 6207
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disciples scattered all over Assam. Most of them belong to the Moran
Community. The satradhikar is called “Jiyodhan” by the disciples. The
present Satradhikar of this Satra is Shri Shri Anantabhuja. As the
followers of the Kala Samhati and Mayamara Satra maintain a family
life, the Shri Shri Mayamara Tipuk Simaluguri Brajpur Satra, being
such a Satra, its disciples and followers maintain a family life. Shri
Agreswar Moran, a respected old disciple of the Satra mentions that
elderly women disciples of the Satra enjoy a respectable position in
the Satra. The wife of the Satradhikar, conceived as aliving goddess,
was to pour few drops of mustard oil on the cooked-curries.™ However,
girls are not allowed to enter the prayer-hall of the Satra. The Satra
complex is comprised of the residence of the Satradhikar, two prayer-
halls, one for the Satradhikar and other for the disciples and many
other buildings related with religious and social activities. The main
occasions of importance in the Satra are the birth and death
anniversaries of the past Satradhikars. However, during the Assamese
‘Ahar month no anniversaries of the Satradhikars are organised. The
disciples of the Satra maintain their livelihood by planting tea since
the land is suitable for tea-cultivation. However, it is known from the
disciples of the Satra that there is rapid soil-erosion near the Satra
3rea which is posing a great threat towards the existence of the Satra
and its disciples.

cQNCLUSlong The Shri Shri Mayamara Tipuk Simaluguri Brajpur
Satrais one of the most prominent Mayamara Satras presently found
insukia District. It emerged as a branch Satra of the Tipuk Satra
‘rUt Presently it can be regarded as a representative of the original
Clfauk Satrg in Assam. Majority of the disciples belonging to the Moran
omm“”ity Maintain the affairs of the Satra with the consent of the
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Satradhikar. However the Satra area is presently facing a serious
problem in the form of soil erosion.. Though the Satra is regularly
receiving government aids for its maintenance, the solution for the
problem of soil-erosion has to be immediately sorted out with the help
of the government in order to save the Satra from exiinction.
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Divided Present of Unified History,
Economic Backwardness
and Sustainability of
Tourism Industry in Assam

Ronjit Khanikar

Introduction:

The history of human civilization is the history of travelling which
is literally coined as ‘tourism’ in its systematic nature. It is undoubtedly
true that the purpose and extent of travelling have been changed from
food gathering stage of prehistoric age to innumerable sociceconomic
objectives now-a-days. But unchanged is that economic dimension
has been remaining at the centre of tourism. Hence it is ‘today termed
as one of the world’s fastest growing and oldest industries’ (Bhatia,

A.K). There are cherished instances of countries like Honkong,
Singapore, USA etc. where tourism has been playing the role of a
Significant accelerator in the process of economic growth. For example
Singapore earned $17.8 billion from the tourism industry out of total
World tourism revenue $1030 billion in the year 2011. Assam, the most
"esourcefy and naturally advantaged states of North Eastern Region
ER) of India also has paramount potentiality in this context. But its
g.rowth and contribution to state’s GDP have not been increasing at a
Me when competition is growing among the countries to reap the

d:neﬁts from this sector. This can be called as a tragedy of the

*l%Pment process of the state. This paper is an attempt to iluminate
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this decelerating sector and correlating to the problems of economic
backwardness with its divided present of a unified history. The

methodology of this paper is descriptive and all data are used from
secondary sources.

Bacikground:

The Assam state has been the most important potential

development hub of the NER. There was a time when it was a land of
no comparison, but at present it is a destiny of secessionism and
ever widening inequality. It covers aboyt 2.4% of the o
area of the country and takes care of 3, 11,69 27
census). The glory of ‘Bar Axom’ during the '
for its self sufficiency was lost with the
exploitation of British after Yandabo Trea

total geographical
2 population (2011
golden rule of Ahom dynasty
decay of this kingdom and
tyin 1826. Unfortunately the

. affectin .
segtor also alongwith the other sectors of theg negatlvely the touris™M
forinstance, the state was visited by 2 State economy, 1n 1979
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for 0.3% of total foreign tourists who came to visit India.... But the
emergence of insurgency and political uprising among different tribal
groups for their ethnic identity from the later part of 1980s, which still
continues in some form, put another blow to the industry. As a result
the volume of foreign tourist inflow declined to as low as only 479 in
*1995.’ (Bhattacharya, P.). This is a clear indicator of negative impact
of growing unrest in Assam on the tourism sector and that the people
of Assam have forgotten their glorious history of assimilation and
resulting powerful unity amidst of diversity. So it is the need of the
hour that we should rejuvenate our historical importance which will
not only provide us the valuable solutions for most of our problems
but initiate the golden path of tourism sector in the state.

Analysis:

A.1 Assam as a tourism Hotspot
The modern concept of mass tourism based on which tourism

industry has been developing is relatively of recent origin. It had a
humble beginning in the early forties of the eighteenth century. “It was
in 1841 that Thomas Ceok a very intelligent and active member of the
Temperance Society of England organized a trip by a train for 570
Members of this society to a distance of 33 kms.... In 1845 he set up
én €xcursion agency with a five percent commission on the sale of
tickets from Railway Company” (Bhattacharya, P.). Likewise, it was
only in 1916 when British declared Kaziranga @ game reserve and
later on wildlife sanctuary in 1956, Assam was projected as an
attractive destination of tourists. The vast possibility of tourism sector

d .
GVeIopment in Assam can be sketched as Fig-1
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Fig: 1-Tourism Diversity in Assam
Historical [Ecotourism Religious  Culfural Tea
Adventure -
‘(e.g:Sivasagar) (Kaziranga) (Kamakhya) (Majuli) (Tea Gardens)
( Brahmaputra): - : B
As represented by the flow chart Assam carries the flourishing
potential in several types of tourism along with Upcoming branches
like rural and sustainable tourism. But for several socio.economic
and infrastructural bottlenecks development not as anticipated which
should be a matter of serious concern, P
A.2 Nexus among divided present, economic
sustainability of tourism industry in Assam
Tourism is a lucrative economic opportun

or the state. W. Cristaller rightly remarkeg that “tourism is a branch of
ra

economy which avoids centra] place and the agglomerati f the
ation o

economy”. It has an inherent tendency tq i
, y to Improve " f
otherwise backward peripheral areas (Bhattacharytar:epc;or:gdltlons ci)c
» P). Econom

development of area and develo me )

correlated and mutually self reinfzrc;i:;?;;:t: rt;):;lsm sector both alje

any of the sectors empowers the Process of ns advan.cement in

counterpart. But the economic developme :‘Cceleratlon of thé

satisfactory till now to fulfill wants of its People a:d :efmAsZam ® nO:
and of variou

backwardness and

ity for the host country

Journal of Itihas Adhyayan Chakra Volume-VIII-2013

shopping experience are the memories.......It is the quality of
‘memories which keeps a destination tourismagnatic one”(Jafari,J).
This reflects peace economics of tourism products because although
modern mass tourism is guided by several individual as well as social
objectives, the central motive is recreational and acquiring aesthetic
pleasure. No doubt the value judgment “atithi deva bhava” has been
an integral part of Assamese social life which translates into guests
is the gods. But after the most influencing Assam Agitation the
conducive peaceful socio-economic environment has not been
maintained in Assam. Although Assam established the state
Department of Tourism in 1958 and declared tourism as an industry
in 1992 to attract private investment sector to this sector, anticipated
result has not been experienced yet. Because investment in this sector
is very sensitive to the prevailing condition of the economy and
definitely private investors are not generally attracted to invest in such
volatile situation of the state for the fear of loss making. The
organization of All Assam Students Union and hundreds of alike
organization thereafter alongwith the formation United Liberation Front
of Assam (ULFA) and other terrorists organization represent the

destruction of precious Assamese unity and mutual understanding

among several tribal groups in the post Assam movement period. It
Can be called as repetition of history before Ahom kingdom because
the fragmented parts of Assam were united by Sukapha and other

kings through the process of assimilation and soft domination.

UnfOr‘tunate|y ULFA has been demanding sovereign status, Bodo,

KOCh-Rajbanshies, Karbi etc, are demanding se;.)a.rateState which
Willlead to complete devastation of Assam, if materialized. The central
Problem of the demands is economic backwardne
from the mainstream development process. The government of India
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introduced the panchayatiraj system and Karbi, Missing, Deori, Rabha
etc. tribes have been provided Autonomous Council to ensure their
development of their own people. But these have not been found
sufficient and her'{ce both violent and non-violent protests have been
going orl,in the §tate at an increasing rate. All these afe transforming
Assam into an instable state and unsecured tourist destination. Let
us take a simple example-there were 23 Assam Bandh, 28 District
Bandh, 65 road blockade and 30 rail line blockade calleq by the socalled
democratic organizations of Assam in the first eight months of the
year 2012 even Bandha was declared as illegal in the state(Niamia
Barta, 31st August,2012). Forget about the terrorist organizations. the
democratic organizations have also been using Bandhs as their olcket
money violating the very democratic right of the Assamese Zo le
Such an unstable condition is enough for motivating the forei n‘t)ou:sts.
for not visiting Assam. P. Bhattacharya revealeq in his res: h that
the incident of motivation by his/her friends ang relatives is \,"=‘r<;I .a
case of tourists visited Assam. So we neeq to e"m-ery ow !n
dissatisfaction of foreign tourists by upgrading the goc; inate thl.s
environment. I0-economic
The ‘Bar Axom’ was strategically a we|| Protected | iri

the Ahom rule. The monarchy’s territorial limits extend and during
Patkai Hills in the east to the Manas river in the Westn ed f'rom the
North and South Bank of mighty Brahmaputrg_ But bo Covering .both
Assam has not been prime importance for whicp ille rde.r se(_:umY of
from former East Pakistan or now Bangladesh has b gal Immigration
threat to Assamese society in the post .independenfcorr?e a serious
Mullan, a British ICS officer and Censys Commiss; period. Mr M.C
1931 referring to the large scale immigration of the “l: e Of.Assam,
warned that "where there is a wastelanqg thiti"e‘fr:mgkhii/:s

' oc e
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Mymensinghiyas........... Itis sad but by thirty years, Sibasagar district
will be the only part of Assam in which Assamese Wwill find himself at
home.”(Baruah, R.K). That was very pragmatic explanation of the
current problem of infiltration of Assam. Importantly one of the fertile
sources of sustainable economic development of rural areas of Assam
is the common property resources such as bills, chars and their proper
utilization. But these are not used very properly except few districts
like Marigaon, Nagaon etc. These resources by nature are subjected
to the problem of prisoners’ dilemma and tragedy of commons. So
they require specific preservation measures to ensure efficient
utilization as well as sustainability. But at present most of the common
property resources are illegally encroached for industrial and habitat
purposes, char areas, as we all know, are the playfield of illegal
immigrants and other anti-social activities. But if these are properly
used then it will faster the growth of rural areas in one hand and expand
the scope of Rural Tourism in the state on the other. Unfortunately
both central and state governments are not taking any scientific
measures in both the dimensions. The international and interstate
boundaries have not been well managed during the period since
independence which was explicit in Indo-China war in 1962 and now
is reflected through illegal immigration as well as frequent border
conflicts with neighbouring Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh. Likewise
we don't haye proper common property resources management policy
Yet to utilize them. These have been deteriorating the law and order
Situation in the state for which demand for Assam’s tourism is not

increasing steadily.

~ The natural beauty and € .
a major concern of foreign tourists’ attraction tat
carries the f ourishing possibility of ecotourism and wildlife tourism.

cological diversity of Assam have been
for the state. Hence it
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Pabitara in the border of Kamrup and Morigaon districts, Manash in
the Northern part of Barpeta district, Orang in the west of Tezpur,
Kaziranga, Panidehing, Dibru-Saikhuwa etc. are the homeland of rare
species of biodiversity including one horned rhino in Kaziranga natiorial
park. But illegal encroachment and increasing animal poaching are
the major threat to these ecotourism hotspots for which the attraction
of tourists to these places may greatly reduce in near future if not
checked. Let us take a very familiar example here aboyt poaching of
rare one horned rhino-the prjde of Assam. According to official statistics
more than 160 rhino have been killed during 2001-2013 jn the Kaziranga
national park. This is an unfortunate situation in a state like Assam
where environmentalism of the poor people has been remaining a
glorified part of our history. The developed countries of the world had
started about biodiversity conservation internationally after Stockholm
conference of 1972 on human environment baseq 'on the issue of
endangered and extinct species. But we the people of Ingi
or Assam in particular have working seriously for thoygg
several ways when other parts of the worlq was not
thinking about this dimension. We have the traditio
animals with god- owl with Lakshmi, lion' with Du
others. The religious leader of neo
Srimanta Sankardeva replicated it
gardabharau attamaram jania sa
culture is only based of the clear y
between human and other biolog
have started the process of ob
during the Sukhapha rule of 1200
social group called ‘sensuwa’ (E
particular book ‘Bird watching F

ain general
nds years in
even started
n of worshiping

lion' w rga, and several
-vaisnavite movement in Assam

very beautifully a5 “kukura srigala
baku karig Pranam”. Sych kind of
.nderstanding ofthe interrelationship
ical spgcies of the natyre. Again we
:é;va::nhand conservation of birds
- ;)bs ad establisheq 5 particular

erver) and they were using a

ensuwa Pythi’
0. uthi'. In July

Journal of Itihas Adhyayan Chakra Volume-VIII-2013

edition of Arunudoy in 1858 there was an extensive article on vultures
(Dutta,S). The present status of increasing animal poaching and
hunting in Assam is completely against of our culture and history.
Due to extensive deforestation and expansion of economic activities
the habitat of animal are reducing day-by-day. This has been leading
to frequent man-wildlife conflict in the state. Here poor people can't be
accused, which is generally done in the Environmental researches,
rather the rich people are responsible for it. Because poor people
gather only their basic necessities of life from the environment and
hence if they degrade environment in these process it is an inevitable
result. So if poor people are provided adequate alternatives of living
wherever necessary and the developmental activities are controlled
then threats to biodiversity in Assam will be greatly reduced. This will
help in maintaining Assam as an ecotourism hotspot in the future.
Conclusion:

In this way the decline of honor to our value added history,
economic backwardness amidst of plenty, strong separatist
environment have been limiting the growth prospect of tourism industry
in Assam. The present socio-economic history of Assam can be
Viewed as repetition of history of pre-Sukhapha state in @ new nature
Which is not conducive for overall sustainability of the state in general
and SUstainability of tourism industry in particular. To protect us from
SUch a devastation, we need to defeat the now prevailing conflicting
Situation rejuvenating our socio-economic condition through
zriz:tstanding our unified history. History aiways f;"e‘:'sr:r;e :‘s“";‘:\h
real pry Over unwarranted secessnonlét uprisings c;oitsgacc?eler'atioe
wil als°°eSS Of safeguarding the tourism secf°" :"r St Thz
°0nsci°° help in uplifting socio-econorr-nc .d|sor e ssam. Tht

US participation of people, organizations and government will

-99-



Journal of Itihas Adhyayan Chakra Volume-VII1-2013

be the pivotal determinant towards this end.
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